
Missouri Knights and Ladies Auxiliary to Gather

As we gather for the 120th Missouri Knights of Columbus convention, did
we ever think the organization would be hit with a year like 2020? A year like
none other for State Council, State Officers, Councils and membership.

We can look back in history from previous pandemics, world conflicts etc.
and know our great organization has had to overcome a few “bumps in the
road” that has been challenging, to say the least. These hurdles have been
met head on, worked with, worked around and have lead to the compassion-
ate organization we are today.

Last year at this time, as the Knights and Ladies prepared for convention,
the Covid 19 pandemic was on an uptick. Little did we, as an organization
know what was in store for the Knights, Councils and our communities at
large during the pandemic.

As you remember last year, the 119th annual convention was held
virtually. Hosted by Imm. Past State Deputy Bob Hawkins, the convention
due the pandemic, was completed in one hour. Unfortunately with delegates
gathering around their computers, many were sitting at Council halls or at
home. This is not the way to celebrate the great works of Fr. McGivney’s
message.

We gather every year to celebrate our accomplishments as an organiza-
tion. To  renew old acquaintances with our fellow members. To “bounce” new
ideas from one council or Ladies Auxiliary to another. We do this over “our”
3 day convention weekend. As we prepare to hopefully put the pandemic
behind us, we are reminded of words of encouragement from Mother
Teresa…I can do things you cannot, you can do things I cannot; together we
can do great things.

The 120th Annual State Convention will be held on April 23, 24 and 25,
2021 in Jefferson City, MO. With the beauty of our State Capitol in the
background, the Capitol Plaza Hotel will once again host the annual
gathering of Knights, Ladies and honored guests.

With a large group of conventioneers arriving throughout the evening of
Friday, April 23, we recommend delegates arrive as early as possible. Early
arrival and registration will not only speed up the registration under State
Secretary Doug Kissinger and crew, it will allow all delegates to settle in and
relax the evening before the business sessions. NOTE: To all delegates and
visitors Capitol Plaza Hotel has requested the wearing of masks in their
facility.

FRIDAY, APRIL 23, 2021
State Deputy Mike Grudzinski has announced a tentative schedule for

the 2021 attendees as follows: On Friday, April 23rd, a Columbian Charities
of Missouri, Inc. Board meeting will be held from noon until 3:00 p.m. At 4:00
p.m. the opening Mass of the Convention will be celebrated by State
Chaplain Robert Stone in the Missouri & Jefferson Rooms.

The registration desk will open Friday at 5 :00 p.m. and State Secretary
Doug Kissinger and his volunteers will assist Delegates and guests until 8:00
p.m. on Friday night. From 5:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. once again this year, the
Atrium will feature Program Displays for all to get a “feel” our great works and
the programs the Knights of Columbus support.

Also on Friday evening the convention will see two meetings. The State
Golf Tournament planning meeting will be held at 7:00 p.m. in the Joplin
Room. Later in the evening, at 9:00 p.m. in the Missouri & Jefferson Rooms
the annual State Council Caucus will be held.

Saturday, April 24, 2021
Saturday, April 24, schedule begins at 7 a.m. with mass in the Lincoln

Room. As a side note the Adoration Chapel will be open after the Prayer
Service until 8:30 a.m. on Saturday. From 7:15 a.m. until 8:30 a.m.
registration of delegates and visitors will again take place in the Capitol Hotel
Atrium. Ladies registration will begin at 8:00 a.m. and run until 8:30 a.m. in
the Capitol & Truman Rooms.

At 8:00 a.m. various Committee Meetings will be held in the Atrium and
surrounding rooms. Delegates will need to check in the Missouri & Jefferson
Rooms for the location of their assigned committee meeting.

Convention Business Session
The Convention Open session, everyone is welcome to attend in the

Missouri & Jefferson Rooms which will begin at 8:30 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. The
Open Session features our associated organizations, who through their
dedicated hard work continue to make the world a better place. The Open
Session is a must see for any attendees.

The Convention General Session will commence around 9:30 a.m. and
continue until 12:00 noon. During this time the Ladies Auxiliary will meet in
the Capitol & Truman Room for their annual meeting running from 9:30 a.m.
until 11:00 a.m. As the business morning session comes to a close the
delegates, visitors and their spouses will attend the Luncheon in the Capitol

and Truman Rooms.
WORKSHOPS AND

AFTERNOON SESSION
At 1:15  p.m. “sharp” the Convention Business Session will gather once

again to begin the Workshop section of the days work. These Workshops
have become such a vital program for all delegates since their inception. The
wide ranging workshop programs continue to be a guide for each Council.

The featured Workshops:
Online Membership
New Format for Council Meetings
R.I.B. Program
Council Officer Training of the non-Grand Knight & Financial Sec. variety
Meet Life: Phase 2
Working with Your Pastor and Parish
New Insurance Products and Knights Legacy Program
Social Media Ideas
From 1:00 p.m. until 3:00 p.m. the Ladies Auxiliary will have a Breakout

Session in the Lincoln & Carnegie Rooms. As always with the Ladies
Auxiliary under the direction of Amy and Ron Mathias, this breakout session
will feature discussions on the many issues of the day concerning their
respective Auxiliary and local Council. As we know without our Auxiliaries we
would not be the organization we are today.

A short break will take place to allow for the hotel staff to set up the
Missouri & Jefferson Rooms for Mass which will be held beginning at 4:00
p.m. The convention banquet will be in the Ballroom starting at 7:00 p.m.

Sunday April 25, 2021 Schedule
On Sunday, April 25, at 7:00 a.m. in the Lincoln Room, our State Chaplain

Rev. Robert Stone will celebrate a final blessing to our deceased members.
The Memorial Mass is dedicated to our fellow Knights who passed away in
the past year leading up to the Convention. The solemn occasion is marked
by the reading of each member’s name as a final tribute to their dedication
to the Order.

This year, the delegates will check in for the Sunday session outside of
the Missouri & Jefferson Rooms for the final Business Session. The General
Business Session will be held from 9:00 a.m. until the close of business
which is normally around noon.

The 120th Annual Convention has added a new feature. This year for the
first time, the Special Olympics Missouri Training For Life Campus at 305
Special Olympics Dr. in Jefferson City will host an Open House. The SOMO
Open House is an optional but highly recommended event for all attendees.
If you can, please allow yourself a few minutes to see one of the “Crown
Jewel Program” the Missouri Jurisdiction has supported since it’s inception.

As we “hopefully” move away from the Covid Pandemic with masking,
social distancing and vaccines for all, let us begin to gather our momentum
that was lost during the pandemic. Whether you are a delegate to the
convention, or a member in good standing, remember we always want to be
moving forward as an organization. The pandemic might have caused a
slight ”bump in the road” but with the dedication of all Knights and Ladies we
will move forward and continue the great work of our Order.

We leave you with the words of Pope John Paul II ... “Let us remember
the past with gratitude, live the present with enthusiasm, and look forward
to the future with confidence.”
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“We are Knights of JOY - Jesus Only You!”

The Missouri Knights of Colum-
bus were
thrilled to re-
c e i v e
notifcation
our own
PSD John
Appelbaum
will be the
g u e s t
speaker at
the 120th
MO Knights
of Columbus Convention.

Supreme Director Appelbaum
is a practicing Attorney who began
his career as an Assistant Prosecu-
tor before going into private practice
in 1995. John joined Council 2333 in
1989 and took his 4th Degree in
February 1991.

John has been highly active in
his Council since joining the Knights
of Columbus, having held the offices
of Recording Secretary, Deputy
Grand Knight, Grand Knight, Chan-
cellor and Advocate.

In 1996, John was asked to
serve on the Missouri State Council
and was elected as State Advocate,
a position he was re-elected to in
1998.  After serving as a State Chair-
man, John was appointed as a State
Director, and held the positions of
State Family Life Director, and State
MR Promotions Director.  In 2004,
John was elected as State Secre-
tary for the Missouri State Council,
and then served as State Member-
ship Director from 2006-2008.

In April of 2010, the delegates
at the Annual State Convention
elected John to be State Deputy.

During his term as State Deputy,
John and his team instituted many
exciting changes for the Missouri
Knights. At his request, all four of
Missouri’s Bishops personally invited
every Catholic man to join the Knights
of Columbus through our Bishop
Blast. The Knights of Columbus De-
velopmental Center at SSM Cardi-
nal Glennon Children’s Medical Cen-
ter expanded to a new facility allow-
ing the Center to provide assistance
to even more children with Develop-
mental Disabilities.

In July 2011, John announced
the statewide initiative known as the
Meet Life Campaign which places
ultrasound machines in pregnancy
resource centers throughout the
state and incorporates a multimedia
marketing strategy to attract women
to the centers to receive a free ultra-
sound image of their baby.  Missouri
placed 45 ultrasound machines
through this campaign.

John has served as District
Master for the Missouri District for 4
years, establishing 3 new Assem-
blies. In 2017 John served as the
Chairman of the Host committee for
the 135th Supreme Convention in St
Louis, which proved to be a highly
successful event. Welcome Back!

Delegates Will Again Meet In Missouri Capitol
(Jefferson City) April 23, 24, 25, 2021 For Convention

Supreme Director
John Appelbaum

To Address Convention

Year Of St. Joseph Celebrated At St. Agnes

With the Apostolic Letter “Patris corde” (“With a Father’s Heart”), Pope
Francis recalls the 150th anniversary of the declaration of Saint Jo-
seph as Patron of the Universal Church. To mark the occasion, the
Holy Father proclaimed a “Year of Saint Joseph” from today, Decem-
ber 8, 2020, to December 8, 2021. Before celebrating Mass for St. Jo-
seph recently at St. Agnes Cathedral in Springfield, Bishop Edward
Rice receives assistance from 4th degree Honor Guard.
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Chaplain's

Message
by Fr. Robert P. Stone

STATE DEPUTY MIKE GRUDZINSKI SAYS:
NEW ADDRESS FOR STATE DEPUTY
Mike Grudzinski
Missouri KofC State Deputy
611 Peaceful Way
Maryville, MO 64468

Please update your State Directories ac-
cordingly.

Did you get a “stimulus check” yet? I
am NOT talking about anything from Wash-
ington, DC, but from the Missouri State
Council. If you don’t know what I am talk-
ing about, please read on. Our 2020 State
Convention was held virtually, so the ex-
penses incurred by the State Council were much less than usual and we
had money left over in our Convention account. We also understand that
many Councils are experiencing hardships due to the lack of the ability to
hold fundraisers due to Covid-19. With that in mind, in early January of
2021 the State Council sent Councils which had delegates registered for
the 2020 Convention a “stimulus check” of $80. That is equal to the 2
days of per diem they would have received if the convention had been
held in person. We received feedback from several Councils that this ges-
ture was greatly appreciated as they begin to get back on their feet finan-
cially.

The 2021 State Convention is scheduled to be held in person at the
Capitol Plaza Hotel in Jefferson City from April 23-25. We will be having
a virtual option (yet to be determined) for those delegates who do not feel
comfortable in meeting in person, but I really hope we get a large number
of people to attend in Jefferson City. We need an opportunity to come
together to share our brotherhood and the successes (and yes there were
still a great many successes) we achieved this year!

During the height of the pandemic, many Councils telephoned their
members, and also members of their parish community, seeing if they were
okay and if there was anything which the Knights could do for them. Once
parishes began reopening, we have been told of numerous Councils that
worked with their pastor seeing what the Council could do to help him out.
Many volunteered to clean the church after Masses; others made sure that
the Extraordinary Ministry positions were filled for every Mass; and others
spearheaded efforts to get their weekend Masses streamed for parishioners
to view online. In terms of their communities, we know many Councils
which held special food drives to donate to local food pantries; others
participated in the Coats for Kids program to make sure youth in their
community had warm coats to wear this winter; while others either held or
participated in community Blood Drives. I wonder what Blessed Michael
McGivney must be thinking? I can only imagine he must be very proud. His
vision for the Order shining brightly during a pandemic – one similar to the
one which claimed his own life.

In terms of Membership, I will be honest and note that we did not do as
good a job in inviting men to join our Order up to this point as other states
did. But you know what – that means absolutely NOTHING now! We still
have 3 months left in this fraternal year to invite men to join us. If your
Council has been active during the pandemic, I’m sure non-members have
noticed that the Knights stepped forward and provided leadership for their
parish during these difficult times. Ask someone to join us for free now –
yes you read that correctly “free.” Until June 30, 2021 a man can join as an
Online member for FREE by using the code MCGIVNEY2020 when he
joins. He has nothing to lose, but can gain a lot through his Knights
membership.

I am really looking forward to a great State Convention this year,
especially since we could not meet in person in 2020. We would love to
have EVERY Council send a delegate! We have several important resolu-
tions we will be voting upon, as well as the election of officers for the 2021-
2022 fraternal year. I’m looking forward to seeing you soon. We are
Knights of JOY – Jesus Only You.

Dear Brother Knights,
Every time we elect a new President, we hear the phrase, “Elections

have consequences!”  It is a crafty way of saying we won, and you lose.  It
usually means there will be no compromise. The party in power controls
the country until it doesn’t.  When did the word “compromise” become a
dirty word? Why does our government refuse to promote what we have in
common and compromise on everything else?  Our government is broken.

Our citizens feel like a yoyo, up and down on issues depending on who
is in power. How can we move forward as a country when we spend more
effort reversing what happened in the past, than we do improving the
future? When will politicians learn that it is not their money that they keep
spending, but it is our money, and the money of our children, grandchil-
dren, and great grandchildren?  When will our government start having a
balanced budget and only spend what it takes in?  I know, I have a lot of
questions.

There are many, many issues that we need to be concerned about in this
country.  We do have to consider all issues while voting and not just focus
on one.  I also believe that no one can tell us how we must vote. Voting is
a privilege, a right for living in a Democracy. We are called to vote our
conscience.

One issue that has been near and dear to our fraternal organization is the
right to life.  The Knights of Columbus have been working for over 40 years
to promote the sanctity of life.  It has been a hard-fought battle with some
successes and losses.  One of the “Consequences” of this election, is that
with the stroke of a pen, our taxpayer dollars are now being spent on
abortions, not only in this country but around the world. This means that
we must work even harder to promote life in this country and around the
world.  Our Roman Catholic faith believes whole heartedly in the sanctity
of life from conception to natural death. When I was in the seminary at
Mundelein in Chicago, I had the privilege of meeting the great Cardinal
Joseph Bernardin.  He wrote an article titled “the Seamless Garment”, a
reference to the seamless garment of Christ. In this article, the seamless
garment represented a consistent life ethic. To paraphrase: if you believe
in a consistent life ethic, you must be against abortion, euthanasia, the death
penalty, and be concerned about the quality of life in between birth and
death.  This means you are against poverty and anything that diminishes the
quality of life for human beings. Human life is sacred and should be valued
and protected at all stages of life. There is a lot to fix in this world of ours.
Keep up the good work!

Stephen Claxton from Council
13908 in Lee’s Summit was chosen
as the October – November Knight
of the Month. Stephen graduated
from William Jewell College with a
BA degree in Political Science and
Government. He attended college
on a baseball scholarship and was a
member of Kappa Alpha Order.
Stephen worked in insurance and
investments and was a regional sales
associate for DST Systems for 15
years. He and his wife Christine have
been married 32 years and are the
parents of a daughter Kelsey and a
son Connor who both live in Chi-
cago. Kelsey graduated from Mis-
souri State University, and Connor
is a graduate of University of Mis-
souri-Columbia.

Stephen is following in the foot-
steps of his father and grandfather
who both became Fourth Degree
Knights.  The family tradition is con-
tinuing with Connor who is a First-
Degree Knight.

Stephen has always been active
in volunteering to help in his parish
and his community.  As a kid he
helped to raise money for Jerry Lewis’
fundraising efforts to cure muscular
dystrophy. He was an altar server
for many years in his parish church
and earned his Eagle Scout rank in
1975.  Stephen continues to offer his
services as a volunteer through
coaching both baseball and basket-
ball.

Stephen is a charter member and
past Grand Knight of Council 13908.
During his two years as Grand Knight,
the new Council was very success-
ful in recruiting members and spon-
sored fish fries, golf tournaments
and other programs to help attract
new members.  Their efforts were so
successful that the Council was
awarded the Double Star award for
six years. Stephen has been very
active with the Council’s fundraisers
and other events.

Stephen Claxton
Knight of Month

for Oct. - Nov.

Archbishop Mitchell Rozanski
to be Honoree

 for the Sept. 11th Fourth Degree
in St. Louis

  Possibly one of the last live Fourth De-
grees to take place will be held on Saturday
September 11, 2021. We are pleased to
announce that Archbishop Mitchell Rozanski
will be the Honoree.
  The Fourth Degree is the Patriotic Degree

of the order and you will be demonstrating
your Patriotism by taking part in this major degree. This is also a solemn
day in our nation’s history, and we will remember the sacrifices that
were made on that terrible day.

Information and Forms are available on the State Website.
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PSD Bob Hawkins Master
Father Juan Padilla
Province Announces

Council #1054 - In January, the
Knights of Councils 1054,12992 and
14906 worked together to hold a
Teacher Appreciation Dinner night
for the teachers and religious of the
parochial schools in Jefferson City.
The fried chicken dinner was a drive-
through event held at Helias Council
1054. This annual event hosted by
the Knights is a way to show our
appreciation for their commitment to
Catholic education.

The Council held a local basket-
ball free throw contest during Catho-
lic Schools week and had several
participants. The Knights of the
Council are also preparing for drive-
through Lenten fish fries.

Council #7194 - St. Martins
Knights of Columbus Council 7194
presented a check for $4,373.04 to
the Central Missouri Honor Flight.
The funds were proceeds from an
annual Cosmic Bingo event. The
Council is going to help with St.
Martins Catholic Church fish fries
during Lent. They also held a local
basketball free throw contest.

David Kiesling Notes Fundraisers Keep District 19 Busy
Council 8400 - Knights of the

Council helped with the Holts Sum-
mit Soup Kitchen by picking up do-
nations once a month. The Council
is preparing for drive-through fish
fries during Lent. Knights participated
in the 5th Sunday Mass at St.
Andrews Church in January.

Council 8916- The Council is
preparing for drive-through Lenten
fish fries. They have been support-
ing St. Michael’s Church during the
pandemic.

Council 12992 - The Council held
the annual soccer challenge for kids
ages 9-14. Four of these girls ad-

vanced to the State Council Cham-
pionship held at the Westphalia
Knights of Columbus soccer field
and all four won in their respective
age groups. The four winners are:
Mary Webb, age 10; Joanna Holee,
age 11; Ava Martin, age 13; and
Felicity Martin, age 14. Congratula-
tions to these winners and to all who
participated.

Knights of the Council participated
in the Adopt-A-Highway program and
they picked up 20 bags of trash. The
Council held a local basketball free
throw contest during Catholic
Schools week.

FR.  MICHAEL J.
MCGIVNEY GUILD

For more information
contact Chairman

Ed Cirar
guild@mokofc.org
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STATE PROGRAM DIR. LUCAS VOLKMAN SAYS:
STATE SECRETARY DOUG KISSINGER SAYS:

Brother Knights: Our 120th annual State
Convention is coming up April 23-25 at the
Capital Plaza in Jefferson City. As your State
Secretary, I would like to encourage every
Council to send as many representatives as
possible to the convention. This is the best way
for Councils to be informed on all of the
incredible things we have going on throughout
the state. It is a chance to connect and exchange
ideas with brother Knights from around the
state. Because of a pandemic some brothers
may be hesitant to attend a large gathering.
There will be a virtual option. I would like to encourage all Councils to hold
watch parties that will allow social distancing. This will help inform all of
our brothers at home about the programs in the State of Missouri and help
groom Brother Knights for leadership positions.

Last year a change was made in how we register delegates at the
Convention. All delegates representing a Council will need to register on
Friday evening (5:00-8:00 PM), or on Saturday morning (7:30-9:00 AM).
This allows for the Council to receive a check for mileage, and for one day
per diem, as well as the right to cast a vote in the elections being held.

However, in order for the Council to receive two days of per diem,
delegates will also need to check in AGAIN on Sunday morning (8:00-9:00
AM). This updated process puts our registration procedures in line with our
State Bylaws on Convention reimbursement. Due to this, checks will NO
LONGER BE DISTRIBUTED at the close of the Convention, and will
instead be mailed out to District Deputies to distribute to the Councils that
attended.

One of the duties of the State Secretary is to collect the State Per Capita
from each Council. As of the beginning of March we have about 30
Councils that have yet to pay per capita. This is about 20 more Councils
than last year. Your Councils Per Capita payments make up over 95% of
the State budget. Missouri couldn’t operate without the per capita. That is
how important those payments are to the State Council. Another reminder
was sent to Councils that had not paid their per capita, along with another
copy of the per capita statement that was mailed to Financial Secretaries of
record in May.

Paying the per capita keeps your Council in good standing with the
State Council. It means you are eligible to receive State incentives includ-
ing membership incentives. Students from your Council are eligible to
receive state sponsored scholarships. Your Council can send delegates to
the State Convention. I want to encourage those Councils to make their
per capita payments as soon as possible.

I have been very impressed with with how Councils have conducted
themselves during this pandemic. Leave no neighbor behind has taken off
as Councils check on the brothers and parishes. Councils have stepped up
their efforts to support food pantries and other local programs. Remember
to pray to our beloved founder, Blessed Michael J. McGivney, for wisdom
and guidance. During this time of pandemic it is more important now, than
ever, that we hold true to Blessed Father McGivney’s vision for the Order.
Let him be an example to all of us.

It is an honor for me to serve you as State Secretary. I am looking
forward to seeing many of you in Jefferson City in April. Vivat Jesus!

Brother Knights and Ladies:
First, I would like to wish you all a Happy

Easter! As we rejoice in Christ’s Resurrection,
may we use our efforts as Knights and Ladies
to spread our Catholic faith. In that light, I
encourage you all to reach out to those in your
parish who have recently joined the Church
through RCIA. Not only should you support
them in their faith but encourage them to join!

As the Covid restrictions hopefully lessen,
our Councils and Auxiliaries will have a cru-
cial role to play within our parishes in getting our fellow Catholics back
into the pews. We must reach out to our pastors to offer help. If you know
of something at your parish in which the Knights or Ladies can help, bring
that up to your Council or Auxiliary. Once things open up a bit more,
Supreme will introduce some programing suggestions. But, in the mean-
time, continue to reach out through the Leave No Neighbor Behind
program. You do not have to wait for your grand knight or auxiliary
president to prompt you, you can contact folks yourself who you think
might be in need of interaction. As some of your more vulnerable members
and fellow parishioners are vaccinated, encourage them one on one to
participate in events/meetings if they are able. Of course, continue to
observe your diocesan and local restrictions, but start to make plans for
what things are going to look like after Covid concerns recede.

Included with our work in our parish, we should also continue to support
vocations to the priesthood and religious life. Financial support is impor-
tant, such as for vocations awareness among the young with the Missouri
Religious Vocations Fund. But as individuals, we must make sure that the
young, and those in our families, know that a vocation to the priesthood and
religious life is worth following. We cannot force someone into the
seminary or a novitiate, but we must allow the Holy Spirit to call men and
women to that life. Though, we can encourage those who might have a
vocation to the priesthood or religious life. For example, the Diocese of
Springfield-Cape Girardeau launched a program last year, “Called by
Name,” that asks folks to forward the names of those who they feel may
have the qualities to be a priest or religious brother or sister to the bishop.

Finally, I hope to see many of you at the State Convention later this
month in Jefferson City – either in person or remotely. Please continue to
pray for the intercession of Our Mother Mary and our founder, Blessed
Michael McGivney, for all your efforts. Vivat Jesus!

By: Michael West, Sr., DD
1270 – Martinsburg - The an-

nual auction has been postponed
due to the pandemic.  We hope to be
able to host this in the next few
months.  We have several activities
in the planning stages for this spring
and summer.

2044 – Montgomery City - Coun-
cil 2044 held their annual sausage
dinner. The 55th annual was held on
January 24th. This was a drive
through event only. The dinner went
very well and we sold out of sausage.
Both the bulk sausage and the sau-
sage for the dinner is completely
sold out. Fish fries have started and
this year they will be drive through
only.  We altered our normal menu
and lowered the price to make the
line flow. After one fry we can say this
is well received by our customers.
These fundraisers allowed us to con-
tribute to the Vocation Fund, Vitae,
Wheelchair Mission, R.I.B., and
Agape House. As always, we would
like to thank our Ladies Auxiliary, as
without their support and help we
would not be as successful as we
are.

3760 – Mexico - The Council
continues to hold fish fries the first
Friday of the month.  These are very
popular with the community. We con-
tinue to support our pastor with any
needs of the parish.

At the December meeting of Coun-
cil 3760, the following monetary do-
nations were made. $850.00 to St.
Brendan Church and School,
$100.00 to Help Center Food Pantry,
$100.00 to Room at the Inn Home-
less Shelter and $100.00 to Angel
Flight.

On February 23, 2021, the Coun-
cil hosted a Red Cross blood drive.
39 units of blood were collected at a
well-attended Blood Drive.

4454 – Fulton - Shannon Cerneka
was awarded Knight of the year.  The
Council is hosting Lenten fish fries.
We conducted the new Admission
degree on March 10 where we wel-
comed two new members.  We are
planning several events for the re-
mainder of the fraternal year. We
also want to thank our Ladies Auxil-
iary for all their help and support.

Ladies Auxiliary - In lieu of our
annual bake sale for Birthright we
collected donations of $401 and do-
nated $500.

7841 – Centralia - We held Food
Drives on 1/16 & 2/20.  Total items
collected 1121 & $517.00 donation.
Council 7841 to match the items to
total 2242 items back into the 2 food
banks within Centralia & monies  split
between the two for food vouchers
(dairy, meat, etc.)

Our annual Shrimp Fest was a
Drive-Thru this year & was success-
ful. Scholarship for 2021 expanded
to be 2 scholarships to Centralia
candidates. One available for high
school senior & one available for an
existing student in college.

Plans are underway for the 40th
Anniversary Celebration of the Coun-
cil scheduled for June 26

Assembly 572 - Recent meet-
ings have been canceled due to the
pandemic. We plan to hold our next
meeting on April 23rd.

Assembly 3599 - We collected
$4200 for the Mid-Missouri Honor
Flight. These were the proceeds from
our annual chicken dinner.

Greetings From District 26
All Of The Councils Have Been Active

Please pray for those that have gone
before us marked with the sign of
faith. Please notify me if there are any
omissions or errors.

Mike Deamos

✟IN
MEMORIAM
✟

Donald A. Lackamp .............................. 527
Jerry L. Ashlock ................................... 571
Larry R. Sample ................................... 571
Herman J. Seufert, Jr. .......................... 571
Stephen F. Lenz ................................... 823
Paul F.Clark Sr. .................................... 823
Alfred Coleman .................................... 823
James “Jim” A. Lynch .......................... 823
Daniel C. Mallon ................................... 823
Leo S. Ogolini ...................................... 823
Dennis Struckhoff ................................. 823
Charles Witte ....................................... 823
Dirac L. Twidwell, Sr. ........................... 831
Eugene J, Bahr .................................. 1037
David J. Basler ................................... 1037
Royce F. Flieg .................................... 1037
Richard W. Klein ................................ 1037
Roy J. Panchot ................................... 1037
Austin F. Vaeth, Jr. ............................ 1037
Christy C. Wehner .............................. 1037
Gary E. Brimer ................................... 1061
Paul D. Probstfield ............................. 1075
Eugene W. Spivy ............................... 1075
Timothy W.Hess ................................. 1084
Joseph R. Clarkson ............................ 1376
Michael J. Francis .............................. 1376
James L. Keithly ................................. 1376
Albert W. Zadow, Jr. .......................... 1376
David L. Lynch ................................... 1576
Dale A. Pracht .................................... 1576
John J. Rolf ........................................ 1576
Ben J. Carron ..................................... 1848
Edward W. Carrow ............................. 1848
Kenneth E. Jasper ............................. 1927
Lawrence C. Meyer ............................ 1927
Merle J. Voelkerding .......................... 1927
Thomas A. Kauffman ......................... 2027
Henry J. Kleffner ................................ 2047
Gerald A. Veasman ............................ 2047
Eugene A. Arbini ................................ 2119
Louis Hull ........................................... 2119
Fredrick J. Luth .................................. 2119
Fredrick P. Sackbauer, Jr. ................. 2119
Thomas Bajardi .................................. 2269
Robert J, De Broeck ........................... 2269
Arthur J. McBride ............................... 2269
Henry F. Prinster ................................ 2269
Gerald B.Schoenherr ......................... 2269
Chris J. Cinciripini .............................. 2619
Charles R, Diehl ................................. 2619
Raymone T.Mueller, Jr. ...................... 2619
John V. Erhart .................................... 3375
Deacon Theodore J.Rodis ................. 3586
Ben L. Oligschlaeger .......................... 3760
Robert O. Piper .................................. 3760
James S. Schlemmer ......................... 3760
Clarence A. Nowak ............................ 4187
Andrew M. Metro ................................ 4858
Thomas J. O’Brien ............................. 4962
Lawrence Whalen .............................. 4962
Claude E Jewell ................................. 5586
Theon “Peck” Robert .......................... 6420
John M. Reilley IV .............................. 6500
Johnny D. Coday ............................... 6550
William L. Persi Jr. ............................. 6871
Edwin W. Sanning .............................. 7133
William (Gene) Dickey ....................... 7231
Gary L. Winter .................................... 7231
Steven E. Anderson ........................... 7588
Marshall “Mike” Haskin IV .................. 7781
Eaymond E. Ruble ............................. 7781
Thomas W. Quinn .............................. 7841
Patrick F. Reichert ............................. 7841
Joseph A. Kolb Jr. .............................. 8399
Norbert E. Kolb .................................. 8399
Larry D. Bias ...................................... 8399
Alvin Schmidt ..................................... 8399
Chad J Temmen ................................ 8399
Louis A. Harshner .............................. 8620
Edward H. Schumacher, Jr. ............... 8920
Dean Edgar ........................................ 9208
Joseph H. Kos .................................... 9208
James E. Vaughan ............................. 9533
Timothy Powers ............................... 11139
Melvin W. Trotier .............................. 11139
Harry B. Kennedy ............................. 11146
Patrick J. Pitti ................................... 11635
John H Jones ................................... 12332
Ronald J. Kanne .............................. 12332
Patrick Boyle .................................... 12992
Joseph H. Brauner ........................... 12992
Robert Lee “Bob” Heald ................... 12992
Emil J. Kressig ................................. 12992
Norbert H. Luebbering ..................... 12992
Jeffrey M.Schnieders ....................... 12992
Anthony N. Schlader ........................ 13270
Michael E, Brownlow ........................ 13681
Msgr. Raymond V. Orf ..................... 13681
Ernest E, Richardson ....................... 13681
Carl F. Schmidt ................................ 13681
Rollie W. Winters ............................. 13748
Danny P. Vaught .............................. 14906
Dewey L. Barlish .............................. 16213

By: David Jones, DD
Despite the challenges of Covid,

I am proud to announce that our
terrific Knight members in District 3
have continued to step up in so
many ways.

This starts with our efforts in Leav-
ing No Neighbor behind.  We had
many of our brothers reaching out to
our fellow Knights ( as well as non
Knights) on a regular basis to offer to
help in any way, or in most cases just
to provide fellowship to those that
were not able to get out safely.

We have held Rosary Rallies for
fellow Knights who were hospital-
ized as well as for our Parishes and

It’s Great to Be in District Three
those struggling with Covid; Blood
Drives to support blood shortages;
Prayer chains; and Drive Thru’s
gallore for Breakfast Burritos,
Chicken Burritos, Chilli Dinners,
Pulled Pork meals, Fish Fries, and
Shrimp Dinners, with more being
planned.

The Drive Thru’s are obviously a
HIT- We even had time for a Golf
Tournament last fall. We really ap-
preciate ALL of our Priests, Parish
Staff, and our Parishioners who con-
tinue to come out and support us in
ALL that we are able to do.

Thank You so much. We are truly
blessed!

St. Martins Knights of Columbus Council 7194 presented a check for
$4,373.04 to Central Missouri Honor Flight representative Nichole
Slusser. Presenting the check are Council #7194 Grand Knight Mack
Gaono (right) and event co-chair Vic Lovell (left).

St. Martins #7194 Donates To Honor Flight

Like us on Facebook! @MissouriKnightsOfColumbus
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STATE LIFE DIRECTOR BRIAN ZIEGLER . . .
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR MICHAEL AUCHLY SAYS:

Protecting Life with J.O.Y.
It has been a difficult year but busy year for the

LIFE team. With the pandemic restrictions Coun-
cils were not able to do Baby Bottle Campaigns
or most of the other fundraisers they run for the
Meet Life Phase 2 program. But even with all
that, you my brother Knights have stepped up and
done what you could and that is much appreci-
ated.

Mother’s Day is just around the corner and
with restrictions easing maybe now is the time to
talk to your priest about running a Baby Bottle
Campaign of some type either in person at church or maybe a drive up type
of event.

You will notice in this edition of the Mariner the names of deceased
brothers from this past year. These are the names that have been submitted
to our Sympathy Card Chairman Mike Deamos. If you know of a deceased
brother that is not listed please have that Council submit a request to Brother
Mike and let us keep all our deceased brothers and sisters in our prayers.

Special Olympics is soon to be starting up their sporting events for their
athletes. The second annual  Knights Of Columbus State Cornhole tourna-
ment hosted by Council 6420 even though hampered by COVID  restriction’s
still was able to raise $3,500 for SOMO . It was a great weekend although
not too great a showing by the teams representing the State Council.

Our Roses for life program was a great success again this year even again
with COVID restrictions on how Councils could pass them out.  As was our
Silver Rose program.

Looking back on the challenges we have faced with our programs so far
this year I must say that I am truly impressed with the way Councils have
responded and came up with new ways and ideas to make all our programs
work. From my family and my team I hope all brothers and their families
had a blessed and joyous Easter.

Brother Knights, as we prepare for our annual
Missouri State Council Knights of Columbus
Convention, I pray that all is well in your fami-
lies and Councils.  This has been a rather stress-
ful year in so many ways and we hope that we
will finally get to reconnect with many of you in
person again in Jefferson City.  Your state mem-
bership team will be there with a booth on Friday
night to visit with and helping delegates with
membership questions or problems that your
Council might have.

Congratulations to our new College Council
located at Truman State University in Kirksville!  They have received
Council number 17660. A special thanks to Chairman Bernie Panther and
all of the rest of the Knights that worked so hard to make this new college
Council a reality.  Please welcome these new Knights into the order and we
look forward to good things coming from Northern Missouri. Hopefully
this helps prove the point that recruiting and inviting men to join the
Knights is possible even during a pandemic and might help spur growth in
other parts of the state.  Again Congratulations!!

Typically, March is when we hold our Spring Church Drive. Councils
should now be following these up with their scheduled degrees. These can
either be live in person, via video format or even using the on-demand
video from Supreme. The most important thing is to get them scheduled
and share those dates with your prospective members and their families.
Keep inviting men and their families to join the Knights of Columbus.
Invite them to all of your functions and fundraisers, ask the wives and kids
to help out during dinners or food drive collections.  They see an organi-
zation that not only support our faith and parish family, but it also supports
our communities, family life and our moral belief system.

It is up to each of us to do our part in making sure they feel welcomed
and invited to join us.

In order to motivate Councils and members with their invitation
progress the State Council is offering some incentives. Every Unified
Degree hosted by a Council during the months of March and April will be
entered into a drawing for $300 and there will be a total of four winners
drawn. You’re Form 450 must be received in order to qualify for the
drawing. During the second quarter (April – June) the Top Proposer in each
Diocese will receive $200, second place will receive $100 and third place
$50 with a minimum of 5 new members to qualify. Keep in mind that
Supreme is still offering the FREE on-line membership for one year using
the code MCGIVNEY2020 until the end of June.  Have your prospect sign
up as a new online member and then have him take the degree and transfer
into your local Council!

I want to thank everyone for their work on membership as we have seen
an increase in the number of new members during the past couple of
months.  With three months remaining in the Fraternal Year, we can still
reach our Circle of Honor goal!! The next three months are traditionally our
strongest recruiting months in Missouri so let’s keep that momentum
going! Just about every Council has at least one e-member that they can
convert to council membership just by asking them to join the local
Council. Now is the time to make this happen as Missouri Knights being
one of the premiere jurisdictions in the order need to show how it can be
done. As always, please remember to Celebrate Everything! Vivat Jesu!

By: Mitch Passini, DD
Four Chaplains #13901Fort

Leonard Wood - hosted a luncheon
for the local Special Olympics team,
the Pulaski County Eagles. Nine ath-
letes and parents along with four
Knights participated as space was
limited due to the ongoing COVID
situation.

The Knights also presented a
check to them as part of their turn-
around funds from the D2 Drive. In
addition the Council participated in
the Coats for Kids event and passed
out 95 coats, 57 pairs of gloves, 75
winter hats, and 111 scarves to those
in need at Waynesville’s annual
Christmas on the Square celebra-
tion in December.

The Council also lived the ‘Leave
No Neighbor Behind’ motto as Fam-
ily Program director Taiese Gaono
and PGK Bob Kirsch shopped for
Christmas meals for three families in
need, which had been identified by
the local Free Women’s Center
(FWC).  The meals were sorted and
delivered to the FWC for distribution
to those needy families.

 The Council also participated in
the Roses for Life event as 21 Knights
participated in the distribution and
collection of the signed roses. The
roses were then presented to the
Missouri State Representative Bill
Hardwick.

St Patrick #2627 Rolla - The
Council continues to operate their
bi-monthly blood drives, with the last
event collecting 36 pints in January.
The Council also participated in the
Coats for Kids and the Roses for Life
events.

Also during one day of Catholic
Schools Week the Council provided

lunch to the entire faculty and staff of
St. Patrick Grade School in Rolla.

St Robert Bellermine #5401 St
Robert - The Council works with
their chaplain and parish priest, Fa-
ther John Groner, to provide fresh
meat to the local food pantry.  Father
Groner purchases the hogs and the
parish, along with the Knights of
Columbus Council, pays for the pro-
cessing of the meat at USDA ap-
proved processing plants.

This fresh food is then given to
the local food pantry for distribution
to those in need.

Father Clem Weiss #7501 Sa-
lem - The Council served their an-
nual Christmas breakfast during De-
cember and also participated in the
Roses for Life event.

Father William Ludwig Assem-
bly #1669 Rolla, St. James, Sa-
lem, Fort Leonard Wood, St. Rob-
ert -  The assembly held a Thanks-
giving dinner in November with about
55 members, wives, and prospec-
tive members attending.

During the event the Faithful Navi-
gator, Mike Johnson, held a Knight-
ing Ceremony of Sir Robert Van
Hoose of Rolla # 2627 and virtually
to Sir Luigi Biever via Zoom, who
was in Texas. Sir Knight Biever
moved to Fort Sam Houston in San
Antonio with his wife and daughter
as his wife was recently assigned
there; she had previously served as
the Fort Leonard Wood Hospital
Commander.  Biever was a member
of Fort Wood #13901. (See page 7)

In addition, the Faithful Navigator
invited State Master Bob Hawkins to
Knight new members attending the
January meeting who had become
Sir Knights virtually.

DISTRICT 17 - Not Afraid To Show
Our Faces To The World

The Knights of Columbus Octo-
ber – November Youth of the Month
Award winner is Jonas Bresette from
Father Robert Stewart Council 13908
in Lee’s Summit. He is the son of
Dawn Bresette.  Jonas is very active
in his school and community.

He also is active in his service to
the church as an Altar Server and as
a volunteer for the Parish Fish Fry
during the season of Lent.

Jonas has achieved Life Rank
with the Boy Scouts and is currently
working on his Eagle Scout rank.  He
was deemed an essential worker at
his job at Sonic during the COVID
shut down. Jonas has been involved
in numerous community service
projects through his involvement with
the Scouts and JROTC.

Jonas attends Lee’s Summit
North High School where he is a
member of JROTC. He is currently
serving as a Cadet IST Lieutenant.

Jonas has received the ROTC
Medal for the American Legion Mili-
tary Excellence Award that is based
on peer nominations and reviews.
He is a member of the Cannon Team
for the high school football games.
Jonas has also participated in the
Baton Death March and was
awarded honors for the march.

Jonas has won ribbons for sev-
eral ROTC activities like drill team
and honor guard, health and wellness
activities, longevity, good conduct,
attendance and awards for recruit-
ing and retention.

October – November
Youth Of The Month Is
Jonas Bresette From

Lee’s Summit

By: Louis Raneri, DD
Council 2547: Owensville In De-

cember the Council donated $150.00
to the American Wheelchair Mission
to sponsor a wheelchair for some-
one less fortunate. Unfortunately due
to the bad weather the Council had
to cancel its first fish fry for the Lenten
season, but the next week was a
great success as far as numbers for
a drive thru fish dinner.

Council 3882: Rosati/St. James
The Council is continuing to help our
veterans with a bingo the first Tues-
day of each month at the St. James
Veterans Home, unfortunately as of
right now due to the pandemic, the
Council can only support this bingo
monetarily and the employees work
the bingo.

The Council also continues to
help support several organizations
monetarily, like the parish PSR pro-
gram, R.I.B, Wheelchair mission and
Special Olympics of Missouri.

Council 4667:St. Clair   Unfortu-
nately due to this ongoing pandemic,
the Council activities and fundraisers
have been non existent, but the
Council continues to host several
blood drives both with the American
Red Cross and Mississippi Valley
Blood Bank. The Council also hosts
it Lenten fish fries for the area and
just like all other Councils, it is drive
thru only.

Council 4858: Sullivan Council
is hosting this years Lenten fish fries
at their Council hall, drive thru only

Lent Has Started And All Councils Are Hard At Work In District 25
and discussion will be made at the
next meeting on how to collect can
goods for the 40 cans for lent utiliz-
ing the drive thru system.

It is still in discussion but a Past
Grand Knight of the Council who
owns a ranch wants to host a multi
Council and parish Divine Mercy fam-
ily outing at his ranch on Divine
Mercy Sunday. More information will
be in the next issue if this event
happens and how well it did.

The most recent activity the Coun-
cil conducted was the 5th Sunday
Rosary Program at St. Anthony’s
Church on Jan. 31st.

 Before mass the Knight lead the
rosary and had scripture readings
between each decate of the rosary.
This event went very well and 80
participants took part in the rosary
that day.

Council 8920: Cuba Many Coun-

cil members are assisting the parish
with the Lenten fish fries this year.
Due to the pandemic this year, no
Super Bowl party was hosted to help
raise money for our local food pan-
tries in Crawford County, but one of
our Past Grand Knights sent out
letters to all members asking for
donations to help the food pantries
and I am proud to announce that
after all donations from members
were received, we were able to do-
nate 1000 dollars a piece to all four
of the food pantries in our county.

I would also like to personally
congratulate our past DGK, Mike
Bopp for being selected as the Janu-
ary 2021 Knight of the Month for the
Missouri State Council, keep up the
good work.

The Council has also announced
that starting March 4th, bingo will be
starting back up.

Julie Clarke, John Clarke, Lou
Holtmann along with a friend dur-
ing a recent SOMO event.

2nd Annual Rosary Rally, Sacred Heart Council 3511, Eureka. Held at
City Hall in Eureka on Feb. 28, 2021 for the First Responders.
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STATE COMMUNITY DIRECTOR PETER NICASTRO SAYS . . .Welcome to Faith Activities and a Happy 2021 Spring. I would like to share with you

an Easter prayer for this Lenten season. “Father, We are living in a day unlike anything
we have ever seen before. Chaos, confusion, and turmoil has been stirring in the hearts
of so many people. We trust that justice belongs in Your hand, but we also trust that You
have a great plan for us to see hearts transformed and lives changed. Jesus, thank You
for Your mercy that was displayed upon the cross that has given those who call upon
Your name and trust in you for forgiveness and new life. We want to be a part of Your
great redemptive plan in the earth. Help us fix our eyes on Christ when we are tempted
to only look at the problems around us. We are asking that You would give us the boldness
to proclaim the only solution to what our world is experiencing and that is Your glorious
Gospel! In Jesus’ Name, Amen.”

I will be sharing with you All information for our Blessed Michael McGivney, founder of the Knights of
Columbus, which was included in the most recent Father Michael J. McGivney Guild Newsletter. The long-
awaited moment came on October 31, 2020 after years of passionate prayers and the miraculous healing of five-
year-old Michael “Mikey” McGivney Schachle. This young man was healed of a fatal condition in the womb
through the intercession of Father McGivney.

Cardinal Joseph W. Tobin, C.Ss.R., of Newark, N.J., representing Pope Francis, read the apostolic letter of
the Holy Family in Latin, and Archbishop William E. Lori of Baltimore, Supreme Chaplain of the Knights of
Columbus, read the letter in English. The pope’s words, excerpted here, made the beautification official:

Noted web evangelist Bp. Robert Barron of
Los Angeles notes that, if we want to bring young
Catholics back to the church, and by extension, to
potential membership in the Knights of Colum-
bus, a more effective invitation than engaging on
moral issues is an invitation to participate in the
church’s action on social justice – how we help
one another and the less fortunate in our neighbor-
hoods.  And, community activities are the primary
segment – notwithstanding my partners on other
pages of this Mariner leading our Life and Family programs – by which we
act to help others.

Numbers will be finalized for our State Convention, but even with the
restrictions of Covid quarantines in some or other part of the state, at
various times since the last Mariner, our charitable community activites
acquitted themselves well. The Drive for Developmental Disabilities
collected over $400,000 for the Knights of Columbus Developmental
Disabilities Center at Cardinal Glennon and our other local turn-around
charities, including Special Olympics of Missouri; which nonetheless is
down a quarter million dollars from 2019. Despite this decrease, there were
62 Councils who collected more in 2020 than in 2019, through a diversity
of methods, not just storefront collections, which were advocated to
weather Covid concerns. Coats for Kids donations are likewise down,
from 317 cases of Supreme-delivered coats in 2019 to 188 cases this
winter, more than half purchased since the December Mariner went to
press.  John Myers is interested in any Councils that bought third-party
coats and had their own drive to include those in our count.  Just like the
diversity in collection methods for the DD Drive, Councils distribute their
coats in any number of ways depending on the particular needs in each’s
community. We also had our Basketball Free Throw and Soccer contests,
although in the face of Covid, these were very lightly attended.

There have been real positives in our fraternal year.  Our State Essay
Contest was a resounding success.  On the topic of “My Duty to the Poor,”
more than 500 students from 17 Councils, up from 472 essays and 16
schools last year.  I’m looking forward to posting the winning essays here
in the Mariner and on our web platforms.  Blood Drives are also ahead of
the curve from last year, as part of Leave No Neighbor Behind, but Matt
Gray is still looking for more blood and more blood drives to finish out the
year.

Now we need your help, your Councils’ and parishes, for the final
efforts of the year, Wheelchair Mission and Prison Concern.  Right now,
we have more than 100 wheelchairs spread around the state to provide a
wheelchair to anyone in our communities having mobility issues and
needing one. Having to stay home this year has given me a new apprecia-
tion for the pitfalls of not being able to go out whenever I want or need to.
If someone you know needs a wheelchair, contact Matt Gray.  We also need
your efforts to fundraise for more wheelchairs, not here in Missouri, but
across the United State and the world.  Each wheelchair is $150, but if you
can give a fraction of a wheelchair, maybe some other generous and
thankful mobile people can provide the rest.

We know there are many things going on in your Councils and
Assemblies. Please provide them to us, not only as pictures to go in the
Mariner centerfold, as in this issue; but also as a guest post on our
Facebook site, Knights of Columbus Missouri State Council, and on our
State Website, where a new platform will be going live soon.  Let’s share
our Knights of Columbus story of reaching out to help others, and bring
more Catholic families to our community and charity toward all.

   The Knights of Columbus October
– November Family of the Month
winner is the family of William and
Reta Nichols from St. Mary’s Council
9892 in West Plains.

William and Reta are both very
active in church functions.  Reta leads
the music group and selects the music
to be included at all masses.  She is
the lead organist for the church.  Reta
has served in various offices and is
currently president of the Parish
Council of Catholic Women.

William has been a member of the
Church Parish Council for the past
two years. He also puts his carpentry
skills to use on repairs needed around
the parish. William and Reta oversee
the installation and removal of Christmas decorations for the church every
Christmas season.

The couple is also very active in the Parish School of Religion and takes
a large role in the Ice Cream Social for the children before the beginning of
PSR each year.

William and Reta have been very involved with the church Chicken BBQ
Dinner as a major fundraiser each year with over 1,700 meals served during
a two-day period. Proceeds from the event support the church, the PCCW
and the Knights.

William was Grand Knight of his Council for four years and is currently
serving as Recorder.  The current Grand Knight refers to William as the glue
that keeps the Council active and has been for many years.

William is also the captain of the West Plains Knights of Columbus
Bowling Team. Congratulatons William and Reta Nichols.

Nichols Family from St. Mary’s #9892
Chosen Oct. – Nov. Family of the Month

Softball Tournament - June 26, 2021  Hosted by: State Softball Board. Location: Ozzie
Smith Sports Complex. Contact: Todd Milner @ (636) 586-5723

Father Gabriel B. O’Donnell, O.P. is the Vice Postulator and Guild Director reflected on Blessed Michael
McGivney. In January 1878, the newly ordained Father McGivney came to St. Mary’s Church in New Haven with
high ideals and big ideas, but he soon learned he would accomplish little on his own steam. Decidedly, shy and
retiring by temperament but intensely zealous in spirit, he was likely more surprised than anyone when his ability
to communicate easily and effectively with a wide range of people emerged during his early months as a priest.
More inclined to read and ponder, he possessed a certain magnetism that drew men and women of every class
to him.

His natural goodness and gentleness, with the hint of an inner spiritual strength, what has been described as
his “indomitable will,” allowed his parishioners to readily entrust to him their troubles and the care of their
immortal souls. He would never give up, he would never betray, he was completely trustworthy. He was a credible
priest.

Thus was born a mutual trust and collaboration that made possible the realization of Father McGivney’s dream:
the establishment of a Catholic fraternal society with charity as its ultimate definition and its ideal in every
undertaking. It was an important alternative to the many secret societies of the day.  The clarity of his vision and
his confidence in the men who tutored him at one moment and became his spiritual heirs in the next, became
apparent in 1884.

Father McGivney announced that due to the stability of the growing Order and his pressing pastoral duties,
he would step back and hand the project over to them. He would no longer serve as secretary, but would take up
his role as chaplain, the spiritual animator of the new society. He trusted his lay colleagues; he would be at all
times their priest.

The following are some remarks from our Supreme Chaplain Archbishop William Lori during his homily.
“Father McGivney’s life is an illustration of that intimate contact of a priest with the homes and lives of his people.
His formation in pastoral practice began in his faith-filled family, which nurtured his growth in grace, providing
an ambience in which he and two of his brothers could hear the call to serve the Lord as priests.

Blessed Michael Joseph McGivney – a priest of the Beatitudes: If ever a proposition were easy to demonstrate,
it is that one. Having lived the Beatitudes so thoroughly and consistently, Father McGivney led his parishioners
to holiness. He continues to provide for parish priests a pattern, a model for the renewal of priestly life, a renewal
so urgently necessary and so deeply desired by God’s holy people. And he provides the Knights of Columbus with
a roadmap into the future as the Order seeks to help men become better husbands, better fathers and convincing
witnesses to the Gospel in these challenging times.

Let us rejoice and be glad, for among the holy ones who shine like stars for all eternity is a beloved parish priest
and the visionary founder of our Order, on whose shoulders we continue to stand.  Blessed Michael McGivney,
pray for us!

Please consider joining the Father Michal J. McGivney Guild Newsletter and keep up with our Blessed
Michael McGivney!! This newsletter is free and comes out quarterly. To receive this newsletter please contact
Father McGivney Guild Chairman - Edward Cirar, Jr. (636) 296-2531 at guild@mokofc.org

Please join our Worthy State Deputy, State Officers, State Directors, State Chairmen, Brother Knights, Lady
Auxiliary members and family at the 120th Missouri State Council Knights of Columbus Convention this April
23rd, 24th and 25th in Jefferson City. It will be a weekend full of prayer, information, celebration, memorial
remembrance and fellowship with each other. Please plan to attend and participate in the Friday Night gather,
workshops, Masses and the Saturday night banquet to honor the wonderful works the Knights continue to do for
our Parishes, and communities around the state and beyond.

Don’t forget about Membership Growth – Please promote membership opportunities during ALL of your
Council and Assembly programs to grow our Councils and the Order. Grand Knights, Faithful Navigators and
Council Officers please continue to look for those future leaders that are in our Councils and Assemblies that will
help keep our Order strong and Growing.

Don’t forget about a personal donation to the State Council - Missouri Knights of Columbus using the new
online system at https://www.continuetogive.com/ during our time staying closer to home. Your donations can
be directed to any of the many Missouri Knights Programs that we have here, Thank You All for your support.

The Team members with Faith Activities are always here to serve you. “Strengthening Our Faith,
Journeying with Our Families”. Please begin preparing early for this year’s activities for your Councils, this is
important for your success in the future. I pray for All to be safe, healthy and “Happy Easter”.

Thank You All and God Bless

We, by our Apostolic Authority, decree
that the Venerable Servant of God

MICHAEL McGIVNEY,
Diocesan Priest,

Founder of the Knights of Columbus,
whose zeal for the proclamation of the Gospel

and generous concern for
the needs of his brothers and sisters,
made him an outstanding witness of

Christian solidarity and fraternal assistance,
henceforth be given the title of Blessed

and that his liturgical memorial
be kept each year on 13 August,

in those places laid down by the norms of law.
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On February 28, 2021 the Fr. Robert Stewart Council 13908 at St.
Margaret’s held an in person degree. Our Honoree for the degree was
Albert Hayob. We added 2 new 3rd degree members to the order. It was
well attended with our Worthy State Deputy Mike Grudzinski, RIB
Director Mike Tesmer, State Family  Director Chuck Paquette, Insur-
ance Agent Eric Thompson, Kenny Yunker State Awards Chairman and
DD 55 Chuck Klingsick. The degree went well for our 1st time holding
one. Council added live music to the program to make it more personal.

The Knights of Columbus Ladies
Auxiliary of St. Clement of Rome
#13604 have remained busy even in
the pandemic. They provided lunch
for our local De Peres Fire, Police and
EMS station employees in late fall,
just to thank them for all they do for
our community, especially during the
Pandemic.

Joining with De Peres Heroes at
the Station is President, Betsy Klarsch,
Treasurer, Tricia Dunn, Secretary
Debbie Ebbesmeyer and our pastor,
Msgr. Michael Butler. (Photo right)

They also undertook the publica-
tion of an updated parish cookbook
this past fall. Parishioners and Ladies Auxiliary members submitted favorite recipes and we had a book with 350
pages. We ordered 700 and sold out! They had to do a reprint of 200 more, this was so very successful. If anyone
would like one please contact our rectory at 314-965-0709, they are $20.

The Aux. only had one in-person meeting and that was on Veteran’s Day in November. We followed all the
Archdiocesan guidelines and had our pastor, Msgr. Michael Butler speak (in uniform) about his time as a chaplain
in the USAF. He showed a video also about the “Wounded Warriors to Lourdes”, and talked about his trip with the
group. It was a moving presentation, there is spiritual and physical healing for some veterans and active military.
Our Monsignor is also a Knight.

In December, some of the Ladies attended an art exhibit of Sistine Chapel murals at the Americas Center in
downtown St. Louis. We all followed Covid protocols and viewed the large murals and they were very well done.

They hope to meet this spring for preparation of the election of new officers this summer and to plan a possible
bake sale in the fall.

Ladies Aux. #13604 of St. Clement Of Rome Makes Donation

By: Mark Dagestad, DD
Congratulations to the ten mem-

bers of District 37 Councils who be-
came Sir Knights during the Febru-
ary Virtual Patriotic Exemplification.

Council 8887 Sacred Heart Val-
ley Park—Sacred Heart has been
meeting in-person and share a frater-
nal meal before each meeting. They
have been holding a very successful
fish fry that includes online order
placement and curbside pickup.

The Council mows all the lawns
on the parish campus. That work is
done weekly and will begin Mid-
March.

Marian Council 9522—St. Jo-
seph Manchester Knights recently
completed a total remodel of the
Church basement. The new facility
will serve as a meeting room for the
Council. It includes a full kitchen and
features a wall of all the awards the
Council has earned over the years.
Once again, they delivered coats to
South Side Early Childhood Center
in St. Louis which is the oldest pre-
school West of the Mississippi. The
Council is doing an Into the Breach
combination video/book/discussion
monthly session. They did the annual
Roses for Life Program. Marian has
started the 40 Days of Food for Lent

collection. They are ahead of last
year’s pace which raised $1,000.

St. Alban Roe Council 12022—
Has been conducting meetings via
Zoom. Their fish fry has been ex-
tremely successful. Their 40 Days
for Lent has raised $1,500. They
have also conducted blood drives.

St. Clare of Assisi Council
7119—St. Clare has had several
faith initiatives. The Knights were
well represented in the Parish’s in-
volvement with the Fellowship of
Catholic University Students Inter-
national Seek21 Conference. It was
an extremely enlightening event
spread over four days. 7119 mem-
bers are hosting Stations of the Cross
each Friday. The Council also has
multiple members participating in a
33-day Consecration to St. Joseph.
20  St. Clare students entered the
Knights essay contest. Four were
selected to advance to the State
competition.

Kettle Corn was recently pro-
duced and sold to benefit the Knights
St. Clare scholarship fund. Roses
for Life and 40 Days for Life are also
important to 7119.

Holy Infant Council 10794—
Holy Infant Ballwin Council 10794
has tried to continue as many of our

 Columbian Activities Gearing Up In District #37

By: Jim Mahoney, DD #8
Although some of the Councils in the District have been unable to meet

regularly in person, as restrictions from the pandemic were implemented,
it hasn’t prevented them from finding ways to get out and help those in need.

Fr. James L. Wallace #6794: One of the projects 6794 has been
working on for the last few months, is a renovation to the outer room  of our
Worthy State Chaplain’s, SK Rev.Robert Stone, living quarters at Nativity
of Mary Parish in Independence. Many other Brothers and parishioners
participated in this project, which is nearing completion. (See page 11)

Council 6794 conducted a combination Roses for Life, Community
Veterans Project, and Food Drive for American Legion Post 21 Food
Pantry. These Drives were conducted at both St. Marks and Nativity of Mary
Churches after the weekend Masses. The parishioners were very generous
with their offerings, even though attendance was down at the Masses
because of social distancing mandates.

District Eight Unable To Meet
Still Finds Ways To Provide Help

 100% of funds collected through Roses for Life by #6744 was donated
to Mothers Refuge. Our mission is to shelter and educate homeless,
pregnant and parenting young women by providing comprehensive
services that empower them to make successful life decisions for
themselves and their babies. Left to Right:  Brothers Jerry Wienberg,
Grand Knight Roger Pauk presents a check for $1,100 to Angel
McDonald, Executive Director at Mother’s Refuge, Book Lawrence
and Mike Mosbauer.

Neustra Senora of Guadeloupe #15881: When weather permits, the
Knights of Council 15881 have been working with Harvesters, to distribute
food to those going through tough times. Led by Grand Knight Jose Flores
and Financial Secretary Paul Rojas, they have spent their weekends
distributing truckloads of food, enough to feed 300 families or more. And
with the weather continuing to improve, Council #15881 will have many
more opportunities to help those less fortunate.

Msg. Ernest J. Fielder #14489: The Knights of Council 14489, in
partnership with the Community Blood Center, hosted a community Blood
Drive on March 1st. Deputy Grand Knight, Ed Thomas, was instrumental in
getting the drive organized, and getting the word out to the Parish and
Diocese. The donations collected will go towards saving hundreds of lives
throughout the area. They plan to host another event in the coming months.

Pictured on the right, Grand
Knight #6794  Roger Pauk
presents some of the
clothes that were donated
by both parishes to the Com-
munity Veterans Project Di-
rector of Development,
Michele Orpin. Brother Walt
Seigler (not pictured) deliv-
ered the food items to Ameri-
can Legion Post 21 for their
Food Pantry. In total, well
over 250 pounds of food was
collected.

Fr. Robert Stewart Council #13908
Hosts First In Person Degree

programs as possible during this pan-
demic while trying to keep everyone
safe at the same time. We provided
over 300 parishioners with Consecra-
tion to the Holy Family prayer cards
during Holy Family weekend at the
end of December.

Our Roses for Life program was
slightly modified but we still managed
to collect over 200 signatures/roses
and sent them to D.C.  In January, we
distributed our turnaround funds from
the Drive for the Developmentally Dis-
abled.

We continue to participate in a
Holy Hour of Adoration each
week.�Brother Knight Jim Estes col-
lected our donation to the food pantry
of St. Wenceslaus.� Bill Strake orga-
nized our annual Essay Contest for
the school students and Teacher Ap-
preciation Day for the teachers.

Alan Thome arranged a 5th Sun-
day Rosary prayer on January 31,
where we attended 8:30 AM Mass
together and invite parishioners to pray
the Rosary with us following Mass.

Rich Lacaille is our Council’s point
of contact for the Ultrasound initiative
and he continues to update the Coun-
cil with good news about lives saved
from TWO ultrasound machines
placed by our Council.

Congratulatons to Fr. Ray Weis Council 7841 Centralia who recently held a very successful food drive.
Photo left:  (L-R) PGK Jason Kehl, Bob Hagedorn, Jim Kempker, Tim Grenke, David Hartgrove.� Photo
right: (L-R) GK Collin Kehl, Jim Kempker and PGK David Gordon. Great work Fr. Weis Council.

Fr. Ray Weis #7841 Holds Successful Food Drive

Photo left: Knights On Bikes and St. Isidore  #5898 recently joined to hand out  best wishes &Teddy
Bears. Left to right: Grand Knight Arnold R. Jansen, Steve Starkey, Jeff Thele, Jimmy Thele, Crystal
Thele, Roberta Jansen. Photo right: Biker Bear goes for a ride.

.
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Even though COVID restrictions have put a damper on Exemplifica-
tions in the Fr. Juan Padilla Jurisidiction, Master Bob Hawkins has
still worked with assemblies to welcome Brother Knights into the 4th
Degree .  During a recent Knighting, Mike Johnson, who is the Faithful
Navigator for Assembly 1669(left) joined Master Bob Hawkins, DD#25
Louis Raineri as they welcome Fred Wellhausen to the 4th Degree.

Bishop Timon #6405
Donates To Pantry
L to R: Grand Knight Ralph

Hinkebein Jr, presenting a check
for $2500.00 to Pastor Sam
Roethemeyer, President of Jack-
son Ministerial Alliance Food Pan-
try, Dave Wikel co-chairman of
sausage and pancake breakfast,
and Fr. Randy Tochtrop Chaplain
of Council #6405. The Council sup-
ports the food pantry every year
through our breakfast.

By: Ron Schwintek, DD
#6365 Camdenton - They have

pulled in one transfer and one new
Member. One Brother Knight has
donated a John Deere Mower 48”
deck for a Raffle. Still doing Bingo,
did 169 coats for Coats for Kids.

Things are starting to open a little
more. Blood Drive went really well,
also doing well with drive thru fish
fries.

#7133 Eldon - Council has done
real well with contribution to different
organizations like Wonderland
Camp, Special Olympics, Food for
Families and food pantry, fish fry
drive thru doing well also. Starting
to gather information on the car show.

#9273 Lake Ozark - Lake Coun-
cil has donated 1045 lbs of food and
$1,000 to food pantry plus 849 hours.
Doing well on wheel chairs, about
$700 each. Contribution to Coats for
Kids 120 Coats. Council has also
four  transfers. Spend a lot of time on
Zoom for meetings.

#10381 Laurie - Laurie Council
fish fries are doing super. Served
387 second week of Lent. Two  trans-
fers. Still doing on line meetings.
Contribute to Buddy Packs.

Like most Councils in the Missouri jurisdiction, Council #6365 Fish
Fry Workers are geared up for a successful Lenten season.

Deacon John Hawkins of Our Lady of the Lake Council #9723, Sharon
Konuch (Hope House Director) receiving $1000 donation from Gary
Chaput .

Once again Knights of Columbus from across the State of Missouri
pitched in to help those in need with a warm coat. Chairman Steven
Neiger proudly showed the support Council #6365 received during the
2020 Coats for Kids Campaign. Congrats to Missouri Knights and
Ladies for a successful Cooats for Kids campaign.

 District #18: Fish Fries, Coats And Donations

The hard working Knights of Bishop McAuliffe-Council 12992 in
Jefferson City recently participated in Adopt - A - Highway program.

Mary, Mother of the Church Council #10381 in Laurie, donated $5000.00
to Community for Christ, a Outreach Center and Thrift Store. We
congratulate Council 10381 for their hard work in their community.

2nd Annual State Cornhole Tournament Results

1st place team was Dylan and James Aufdenberg
Council #6405 – Jackson, joining left, SD Mike
Grudzinski and right Chuck Paquette Director.

2nd place team was Darren Politte and Tim Harmon
Council #1185 – DeSoto, joining left, SD Mike
Grudzinski and right Chuck Paquette Director.

3rd place team was Jeff Miller and Jayden Pobst
Council #6420 – Scott City, (center) State Deputy
Mike Grudzinski

4th place team was Gabe Kielhofner and Kurt
Rendleman Council  #4311 - Oran (center) State Deputy
Mike Grudzinski

We memorialize this photo for all time. Unfortunately for the “gentle-
man” in this photo, this is the closest they will ever come to holding
a “championship” trophy in the Missouri Knights of Columbus cornhole
tournament. Front: R.I.B. Director Mike Tesmer, L to R. SD Mike
Grudzinski, State Sec. Doug Kissinger, Imm. PSD Bob Hawkins,
Family Dir. Chuck Paquette, Meet Life Director Brian Ziegler.

The 2nd Annual Missouri Knights
of Columbus Cornhole Tournament is
in the books. We want to “Tip our Hat”
to the Knights and Ladies of Scott City
Council #6420 and Chairman Brian
Ziegler who put on a fantastic event.
The weekend started on Friday night
with a mixer and a pork steak dinner.

The mixer allowed members to
see old friends, meet new friends and
“practice” for the tourney.

The tournament this year featured
40 teams, which was considered a
good turn out as Missouri starts to get
out after the pandemic. Again this
year, Scott City Council during the
tourney held a silent auction to raise
monies for Special Olympics.

The auction featured many of the
local treats made famous by the cooks
in the Kelso-Scott City area. Please
mark your calendar and attend next
years “family friendly” tournament.

Council #9723 Makes Donation
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State R.I.B. Director Michael Tesmer Says:

Enriching our Faith through JOY
It’s time to return to Mass

Lenten season is the time if you have not been
back to Church live to do so.  We have been away
from live mass for a while, watching them on the
internet or even missing them has started to become
our new normal. Having enjoyed going to mass in
person for so long that is started to bother us, and I
am glad we started back to live masses.  So much
more spiritual being there in person, receiving the
host really felt good. Understanding we still wore the mask and were social
distancing, Lenten season is far more important.

It is time for our Councils to be the leaders and live by example,
encourage other members to return to the live masses. I know you will
enjoy this as much as we have.

As we push out of this pandemic and begin to get back to some kind of
normal, there are some good programs that supreme has put together and
are easy to follow programs to help us keep our Council active in our
Church.  Rediscover our supreme website, go to KOFC.org once there,
look around and under a section on “What We Do” then “Family” you will
find programs that we have talked about along with “How To” start them
and run these programs for your Council and church.  Below are two such
programs, that I hope you look at and consider working the programs.
Good Friday Family Promotion

Good Friday is a central role in the heart of Christianity.  Councils need
to encourage participation in Good Friday services through this promo-
tional campaign. Setting an example in our community, Knights need to
attend Good Friday services with their families and work with their pastors
to encourage parishioner involvement at these liturgies. In conjunction
with these efforts, Councils need to work to educate their parishes about the
plight of Christians in the Holy Land.

Continuing our Faith in Action, I encourage all Knights to go to our
supreme website and challenge yourselves to complete this family promo-
tion. Make it simple, go to kofc.org click on the header “What we do”
choose “Programs” from the header then once there choose “Family”.
Scroll down to the “Good Friday Family Promotion”, everything is here to
guide you to have a successful promotion.  In the Resources area you will
find a guide sheet, poster material, news release. All these are easy to
understand and ready for you to start this program as soon as possible.
Food for Families program

This is a very important program that we need to be doing year around.
I have added this to our Mariner article a few times and really need to stress
the importance of Food for Families is at this time. While unemployment
and under employment is on the rise these families really need our help.
This program is very easy to do and can be done during this pandemic.  If
your Council has not been a part of this program, I encourage you to climb
on board.  The more food we can provide means fewer families that go
hungry on any given day. For information go to our supreme website:
KOFC.org. It is located with the rest of the programs as mentioned above
or email Bill Lee Jr at foodforfamilies@mokofc.org with any help you
need putting this program on.

  The RIB team is looking forward to hopefully
being able to meet all of you at the State Conven-
tion this year.  It has truly been a tough time
getting through this pandemic and hope you are
able to make it if the convention is a go.
    It is finally Spring and with that is our per-
sonal Spring Appeal for the Religious Informa-
tion Bureau.  Our Fall Appeal was a great
success and hoping and praying that you will
continue with additional support or make your
first-time donation.  Some donors have men-

tioned to us that they are giving from their stimulus check and that is a great
use of your funds if you are able.

Currently though on the Council/Auxiliary donation side, we are down
around $17,000 from where we were last year at this time.  Certainly, with
the pandemic, we know that many Councils would love to meet physically
and do fundraisers like you used to do for many of our State Programs
including the RIB.  The updated RIB program is supporting our Diocese/
Archdiocese with many great programs and we can’t let them down and our
financial support is greatly needed.

As a quick reminder, here is a rundown on the programs we support.
The Dioceses of Jefferson City, Springfield-Cape Girardeau and
Kansas City-St. Joseph is using the Online Learning Platform “Franciscan
at Home” offered by the Catechetical Institute as a powerful and effective
solution to form leaders and the lay faithful in parishes.  The Diocese of
Springfield-Cape Girardeau is using funds to engage the Parish Success
Group providing professional leadership coaching for parishes. The Dio-
cese of Jefferson City is using funds to support Our Parish Coaching
Cohort initiative.  The Diocese of Kansas City-St. Joseph has provided
a Study Guidebook for Keeping the Lords Day based on a Pastoral Letter
by Bishop James Johnston encouraging the faithful to rediscover the value
of Sundays for worship, rest and time with family. The diocese also
launched an exciting new website activateyourbaptism.com. The Archdio-
cese of St. Louis is using the Virtual Learning Community for Faith
Formation (VLCFF) as an online initiative for adult religious education
and faith formation and also partnered with CatholicBrain for free access
to those needing online resources to engage students/children and involve
parents/grandparents in faith formation.

If your Council/Auxiliary is able to meet and has funds available, I
encourage you to send in your donations soon.  Maybe if you regularly met
your 100% quota that you can shoot for 125% during this time of need.
   As I have mentioned before, with the Beatification of our Founder,
Blessed Michael McGivney, please make either a personal donation or
Council/Auxiliary donation in his honor.  Fr. McGivney worked so hard in
his parish and evangelization which mirrors the works of our Religious
Information Bureau in support of our Dioceses/Archdioceses. Online
donations can be made at: www.continuetogive.com/rib.

Blessed Michael McGivney, Pray for Us!

By: Darryl Holtmeyer, DD
Washington #1121; In Decem-

ber the Council held a drive thru
Santa Claus for the kids in place of
the usual Christmas Party.

The Council is also planning their
annual Lenten Fish Fries which ben-
efit the local Catholic Schools.

Union #1576; A crew that in-
cluded 10 KofC Members from the
Council, who are also members of
the 4th degree Monsignor George
Hildner Assembly #574, beautifully
renovated the front porch of the Im-
maculate Conception Convent built
in 1882. (Photo page 12)

Material bid for the project was
$22,000, but with time, talent and
treasures of this crew the project
was completed along with a new
handicap ramp for $6500.

Dutzow #1927: In December the
Council raised funds from a fish fry
to help out 4 individuals for Christ-
mas, purchased a Christmas meal
and gifts along with extra food and
cleaning products in an adopt a fam-
ily program.

New Haven #7475: We held our
23rd annual bar-b-que on Sunday
February 7 from 11 to 2. We served
410 pork steak and 1/2 chicken din-
ners. 21 brother Knights participated
in the event along with 2 PSR stu-
dents who helped for confirmation
hours.

Villa Ridge # 8073 : Our Council
was not able to hold its normal 5th
Sunday breakfast in 2020 and now
2021. We came up with a plan to just
sell our famous cinnamon rolls after
masses with great success.

We are preparing to do our first
drive thru only fish fry on 2/19 and
hopefully do another on 3/26.

Krakow #16213  (Washington):
They are having BBQ’s in February
to raise funds to support several
projects and are planning a Baby
Bottle Campaign for their local Preg-
nancy Assistance Center during
Lent.

Vivat Jesu!

District #24
Reporting Spring

Activity

A year ago, COVID-19 arrived in
our vocabulary and in our lives and
appears it will remain for yet some-
time to come. In the past 12 months
much has changed, perhaps it might
be said better, little is the same.

Not true even if it seems to be the
case in much of our lives today.
Many terms have come to be com-
monly used in the past year pulled
from the pages of the past. COVID-
19 seems to have revived from the
pages of the past and brought into
common if not our daily communica-
tions words and phrases like: self-
isolation, quarantine, virtual, zoom,
from your home, On-Line, Vaccina-
tion, canceled, inoculation hoarding
to name but a few.

The needs of many if not nearly
all have become common today. It
seems to have started with where do
I find toilet paper, where is my stimu-
lus payment, been out of work now
for months, can’t feed the family,
where can we go to keep from freez-
ing and again the list goes on and on
and on.

Here’s where the Knights of Co-
lumbus come to the rescue, “Leave
No Neighbor Behind.” I first observed
our Knights, Our Assemblies and
Auxiliaries members come to the
rescue providing fish meals to those
in need from the supplies acquired
for the cancelled fish fries last year.
Councils coming to the aid of home
Associations by applying for Stimu-
lus funds and holding monthly
Chicken and Fish fries to support the
Associations as Hall functions were
canceled and their sources of finan-

cial support evaporated.
Appeals have been made and

meet to support organizations keep-
ing people warm this winter in mo-
tels since the common practice of
warming centers are not practical
this year. As fish fries are again with
us as Councils again support shut-
ins, as in the past, additional meals
are being provided to those in need.

I see the first principle of our
Order being practiced big time and it
should be CHARITY abounds in
District #30, as I am sure it does
across the Order.

Council #2009 Millwood-Silex
On Tuesday, February 23 two of

Charles Lenau DD #30 “Leave No Neighbor Behind”
a possible 4 candidates were
brought into the Council by conduct-
ing the Exemplification of Charity,
Unity and Fraternity. These two
young On-Line members ages 18
and 20 join this 100+ year old Coun-
cil, one being the son of and the
grandson of present active Council
members. In addition whereas this
Council has held video degrees, I
tutored five members as Exemplifi-
cation Personnel to hold their own
Degree. The father and grandfather
were members of the Degree team.

I wish to extend my congratula-
tions to the members of the Council
for a job well done.

Council #6365, Camdenton along with St. Anthony parish, hosted the
annual Roses for Life weekend. L-R Bill Pauls, Pro-Life Chairman,
Sam Beckman, Paul Bernabe, Mark Anderson, Father Daniel Vacca,
Steven Neiger and Kevin Connelly, Grand Knight.

Camdenton #6365 Roses for Life

DD #44 Thomas Broadbent
proudly presents the Star Coun-
cil Award to John Simon repre-
senting Fr. Edw Berry Council
#1335 of Pacific.

Missouri State Council con-
gratulates Council #1335 on
their achievement.

On Saturday February 27th the Missouri State Special Olympics held
their Polar Plunge at Creve Coeur Lake in St. Louis.  There were over
600 “plungers” and the Saint Louis Assembly 565 did the grilling of
hot dogs for all attendees and volunteers.  It was a beautiful sunny day
with temps reaching up into the high 50’s.  The cooks were from left
to right front row Stan Jackson, Eric Bruns, Gary Lottmann. Back row
is Lou Holtmann  and Ed Cirar Jr.

Saint Louis #565 “Lighting” The Grill
During Creve Cour Plunge
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STATE LADIES
AUXILIARY

CHAIRCOUPLE
RON & AMY MATHIAS

   Amy and I hope you are all find-
ing ways to stay warm in this freez-

ing cold winter.  We also hope this is finding you healthy and happy. I
have been informed by the State Deputy Michael Grudzinski we will be
able to have the 2021 Missouri State Convention in person this year. If
you have never attended this gathering we would strongly recomend
attending. This fun-filled weekend gives all of us a chance to enjoy our
accomplishments.

Please make plans to attend as Amy and I would love to see a huge
Ladies turn out this year. We will also be giving out last years and this
years Lady Of The Year Award. We felt this was too big of an honor to
just mail it, so we held on to it for this year to present in front of you all.

During our time as State Chairpersons we hear of the strong support
from everyone that is thoughtfully given in order to do these wonderful
services. These could not be accomplished without you all working
together and knowing there is a greater purpose for us all. Please continue
to do these awe-inspiring acts of Charity.

• Auxiliary Reports: End of Year Ladies Auxiliary Report due.
Newsletter Award submittal, Lady of the Year submittal, all Due in
March. We would like to highlight an award especially for the K of C
Councils, Ladies Auxiliaries here in Missouri. This would be the Out-
standing Ladies Auxiliary/Assembly Award, fraternal year 2019- 2020.
Please see below the award guidelines for the Lady Auxiliaries.

Missouri State Council Ladies Auxiliaries/Assemblies
“Helping Knights, Help Others”

• Hot Pink Sheet mailed/postmark by June 1, 2021
• RSVP and attend a Ladies Auxiliary Area Meeting
• Participate in the Missouri Religious Information Bureau (R.I.B.)

State Program (Minimum $35 donation)
• Participate in two Pro-Life Activities
• Participate in the Drive for Persons with Developmental Dis-

abilities
• Participate in the Missouri Religious Vocations Fund (MRVF),

(100% participation, $0.50 per member)
• Plus, two activities in each of the following five categories:
• Church • Community • Auxiliary
• Family • Youth
These activities are to be submitted on the End-of-the-Year

Report due to the State Auxiliary Chairpersons by March 15, 2021.
Remember Knights and Ladies, we are here for you ALL, God Bless.

  The Knight
of the Month
winner se-
lected by the
State Direc-
tors for the
months of
December –
January is
G u s t a v e
M i c h a e l
Bopp (Mike)

from Monsignor C. J. Hornsey Coun-
cil 8920 in Cuba.  Mike became a
Knight in 2003 and continued on to
become a Fourth Degree Knight in
2008 at Father Don Carey Assembly
2876 in Cuba.

Mike has held numerous offices
in his local Council: Deputy Grand
Knight, Treasurer, Program Direc-

Gustave Michael Bopp Is Knight Of The Month

By: Richard T. Wieberg, DD #20
1171 Westphalia Council has

been busy assisting the community,
the St. Joseph and the parish school.
The Council completed the 3 year
pledge of $15,000 towards the reno-
vations at St. Joseph Church.
Through the two pre-Lenten fish fries,
the parish school will receive over
$2400 in funding.

In the spirit of “Leave No Neigh-
bor Behind”, the Council members
cooked and delivered 100 meals to
the senior citizens of the community.

The parish school had both es-
say and poster contest winners.
These were forwarded on to state
for additional consideration. The
“Wheelchair Mission” and the “Drive
for Disability” were part of the fall
activities as well by the Council. The
Men’s Choir continues to grow in
Knight membership and is making
an impact with church attendance.

4838 Linn Council has been very
busy with fundraising for the Special
Olympic with the Drive for Disability.
They have been busy with drive thru
fish fry dinners and fried chicken
dinners. Like most all Councils, these
drive thru dinners are a huge suc-
cess for the Council and the commu-
nity. The Parish facilities will be get-
ting updated lighting for the back
parking lot courtesy the 4838 Coun-
cil. The St. George School was
treated with 3 boxes of Tootsie Rolls,
left over from the past DD drive.

6430 Taos Council has been
quite busy with Winter Wonderland.
This has been an ongoing fundraiser
for the past 25 plus years. This year,
COVID put a wrinkle in the activities.
The Council put their heads together
and held a ZOOM presentation of
the drawing for ticket winners. The
“Wheelchair Mission” and the “Drive
for Disability” were part of the fall
activities as well by the Council. The
Council prays the rosary before the
Council meeting.

They have a special way to honor
a charter member of the council by
covering the charter with a black
cloth until the next meeting. Spring
is around the corner and the local
youth baseball teams are getting
ready to play on the Council ball
fields. 66 CHROME computers and
docking stations were donated to
the parish school. Each year the
Council will place wreaths at the
graves of our deceased military vet-
erans.

1914 Herman Council contin-
ues to be busy with the Ministerial
Alliance with the community. Locally
the needy were presented with coats
through the “Coats for Kids” pro-
gram. The Council helped with the
Christmas Bell Ringing with other
local churches to assist with local
housing needs. The church grade
school received t-shirts and indi-
vidual Bibles courtesy the #1914
Council. The Council held a free
throw contest and essay contest at

the parish school. The winners were
presented with certificates.

The Council held their first ever
drive thru BBQ dinner. Like every-
one else, this Council SOLD OUT
and raised a hefty sum.

The Brother Knights participated
in the cleaning and refurbishing grave
stones at three local parish cemeter-
ies, Herman, Burger and Rineland.
Before each meeting, the Council
participates in a Rosary in Church.
The “Wheelchair Mission” and the
“Drive for Disability” were part of the
fall activities as well by the Council.

2027 Bonnots Mill Council has
been very busy. The past raffle was
a great success, so they are doing it
again this year. The theme is “out-
door activities” with a BBQ grill, hunt-
ing tent, crossbow and $400 shop-
ping spree at the local grocery store.

The Council held the Silver Rose
at Immaculate Conception Church
in Loose Creek. The Council is spon-
soring “Mass for the Nation” at their
local churches.

The Council starts the evening
activities and meeting with the ro-
sary. In the spirit of “Leave No Neigh-
bor Behind” the Council collected
toys for adopted families in the com-
munity. The “Wheelchair Mission”
and the “Drive for Disability” were
part of the fall activities as well by the
Council. RSVP program sponsored
two seminarians in their studies for
vocations.

14906 Msgr. John Pleus Coun-
cil at Jefferson City has been busy
with assisting two widows of Brother
Knights. Each of these members
were a key part of the Council activi-
ties and Council officers. One of the
widows needed help in moving from
a too large house to a much smaller
home. The other has a home that
was in renovations when the Grand
Knight died unexpectedly.

Through Operation Triage, the
council is rallying support to com-
plete the renovations and make the
home livable again. This will be done
in stages through the spring and
summer months.

This is a condensed list of the
activities at each one of these coun-
cils. Many of the Councils have been
busy with fish fries, local adopt-a-
highway clean-up programs. Each
Council has held or have on the
calendar blood drives. Most all the
Councils provided delegates to the
Annual State Convention.

It has been an honor to serve
these Councils as their District
Deputy. I look forward to each coun-
cil meeting to see all the activities at
each Council and how they serve
their families, their churches and
their community. As our Bishop
McKnight and our new Supreme
Knight Patrick Kelly has challenged
us, the Knights are the support for
our community, our churches and
our families. Where there is a need,
there is a Knight of Columbus!

Where There Is A Need, There Is A Knight District #5 Report
By: Roland H. Cretel, Jr., DD

District #5 is doing well after the
Joyful Christmas season.

All Councils are doing their abso-
lute best to recruit new members by
using word of mouth, electronic reg-
istrations, and Fraternal Benefit
events.
     All Councils have been support-
ing our seminarians with much
needed assistance and prayers for
their journey to priesthood. Also,
many prayers have been offered for
Our Country.

Parkville #7199 has continued
their Faith in Action program by pass-
ing on great Gospel reading expla-
nations to fellow Knights and parish-
ioners.

Weston #12288 has continued
their Faith in Action program by pass-
ing on great Gospel reading expla-
nations to fellow Knights and parish-
ioners.

Gladstone #12655 held a chili
drive up fundraiser just before Christ-
mas and Santa was there for safe
distance photos with the young ones.
They also held BBQ and breakfast
burrito drive up fundraisers. Very
Successful!!  Planning a Asian din-
ner drive-up event.
     Kansas City #14266 will be hold-
ing a Prayer Vigil this month in sup-
port of Right to Life.  They are sup-
porting Faith in Action/Into the Breach
by holding a monthly ZOOM call
plus providing videos at live and
ZOOM monthly Council meetings.

The Council has continued their
drive up breakfast burrito fundraisers
by offering it twice a month. What a
FANTASTIC and creative way to
fundraise during covid times.

Platte City #16189 held their an-
nual golf tournament which was a
GREAT success!!  They are already
planning for this years tournament.

Keep up the Great work District
FIVE!!!!

God Bless All for being who You
are and what You do!

tor, Warden, Trustee, Retention
C h a i r m a n , A d m i s s i o n
Chairman,Chancellor, and Lecturer.

He serves as an Honor Guard at
funerals, communions, and confir-
mations and as a chairman for the
Council summer BBQ’s that raises
funds for scholarships awarded by
the Council.

His fundraising efforts also include
serving as co–chairman for Thurs-
day night bingo during which food
and donations are collected to dis-
tribute among the four local food
pantries in Cuba.

Mike and his wife are the parents
of a daughter Grace. He attends
Holy Cross Church in Cuba where
he serves as Eucharistic Minister
and usher.  As a Eucharistic Minis-
ter, he also delivers communion to

those who are homebound and in
local nursing homes.

Mike has also volunteered his
skills to help with maintenance
around the church and parish school
property, as well as the church cem-
etery. His compassion and spirit of
giving extend to helping widows of
the Council by doing yard work and
maintenance on their homes.  He
made trips to St. Louis to take a
fellow Knight to doctor appointments
for cancer treatments.

Louis Raineri, DD #25 for Coun-
cil 8920, is Mike’s proposer for the
Knight of the Month Award. He stated
in the application that Mike is the
definition of a true Knight of Colum-
bus because of his dedication to
taking care of widows and the sick of
the Council.

Our Council #8334 had to cancel
the last two fish fries of 2020 due to
COVID restrictions regarding social
distancing  in Jackson County.  This
year we wanted to have fish fries but
in accordance with the continuing
restrictions and set up a curbside
pick up meal.

Having never attempted anything
quite like this we knew we had to
keep it fairly simple both on menu
and payment.

We were fortunate at Holy Spirit
Council #8334 to have been using
an application for parishioners to
RSVP for Mass for the last few
months that also had a module for
events including activities and meals
that we used for our Golf Outing this
summer.

After about six planning meet-
ings with our normal fish fry team we

came up with a menu with several
meal options that allowed the pa-
rishioner to select the type of fish,
which included three sides and an
additional shrimp and dessert and
the quantity they wanted of each
item.

We knew that we couldn’t take
cash or credit card payments at
curbside so the app totaled the order
and then asked for credit card infor-
mation allowing the order to be pre-
paid and also gave us a running total
of how much food to prepare every
15 minutes.

We had our “Soft Opening”  with
just Knights and Ladies Auxiliary
members Friday, February 5th to
give us time to adjust to things we
hadn’t anticipated, which there were
a few.   We had a total of 34 orders
with approximately 70 individual

meals having been sold.
Going Live after Ash Wednesday

our parish staff will place the Order
RSVP link in the church’s “Weekend
Update/Bulletin”.

Every week there is a new sign
up with a cut-off at 10:00 pm Thurs-
day, the day before the dinner to
allow us time to collect the order
data, filter it by pick-up time and
quantity.

The subsequent fish fries have
steadily increased in orders and to-
tal meals.

The Council would like to thank
everyone who has participated in
our new endevour, for their dedica-
tion, for their patience, their support.

Most of all we could never carry
out the great works of Fr. Michael
McGivney without events such as
these. Once again Thank you All!

Charles Klingsick DD #55 Highlights Holy Spirit Council

Knights of Columbus Council 5586 recently donated $907.50 to
Community of the Good Shepherd in Kansas City. Chairman John
Berryman is shown presenting the check to Laura Bostwick, Assis-
tant Regional Director. Good Shepherd is a nonprofit helping adults
with Mental and Behavior health. Previously another donation on
October, 2020 drive was made to Columbian Charities of Missouri.
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By: Jim Doggendorf, DD and Jim
Paunicka

Bishop John Wurm Council
#1376 – Council 1376 had partici-
pated in the Life Chain sponsored by
Our Lady of the Presentation Parish
on 11/8/20.  Four SK’s and one Lady
from 1376 were present. The event
was organized by Brother Chris Cor-
dia from our Council who also serves
as the Pro-Life Coordinator for OLP.
In attendance also were Knights from
the OLP Council and numerous OLP
parishioners. As usual, we received
both positive and negative feedback
to the signs we held from motorists
passing by on St. Charles Rock Road.

Our monthly BBQ attendance re-
mained strong in November and De-
cember but fell off a bit in January per
BBQ Chairman Charlie Blair.  Due to
the snow, wind, and single digit temps
experienced 2/13, Chairman Blair
was concerned about turnout. Provi-
dentially, the sun broke through and
the snow mostly stopped around
11:00 and, as Charlie said, “When
the sun comes out, so do the custom-
ers!” and we ended the day sold out
of food.

The home of one of our brothers
was destroyed by fire late in January
and he moved his family into several
hotel rooms. Again providentially, the
renter of the apartment above our
hall ended his lease 2/1 and left sev-
eral nice pieces of furniture behind
after he heard about the fire. Our
brother Knight was able to move his
family into the apartment, which the
former tenant had also stocked with a
good supply of food, and was able to
get his family together in one loca-
tion.  Our Council as well as some
neighboring councils have contrib-
uted funds to assist the family as they
work to recover from the devastating
fire which fortunately injured no one.

This past Saturday, our Council
enjoyed the virtual Catholic Men for
Christ Conference at our hall.  We
had nine members of 1376 and one
visiting Knight present. Even though
the seating was not as comfortable
as that in the Touhill, we were in-
spired and motivated by the present-
ers and their material.  Special thanks
are due to Sir Jerry and Lady Reggie
Reich for supplying the computer and
expertise with video conferencing and
to Sir Daryl Massen for his expertise
connecting the hardware components
which resulted in a flawless presen-
tation.

St. Ann Council #3977 – We
have secured and donated 10 wheel-
chairs to Mercy Rehabilitation Cen-
ter.  They were delivered on Satur-
day, Feb. 27th.  The effort was much
in part due to Brother Knight Joe
Deckard, who made the motion to
support this agency and worthy
cause.  We are also pleased to an-
nounce with the other Councils in our
District that there will be a Fraternal
Benefits Night on March 10th, at 7
pm, a virtual meeting via Zoom coor-
dinated by Brother Knight James (Jim)
Ferris, our new Field Agent.  The
speaker will be Tom Hegna and will
be of great benefit to potential mem-
bers and current Knights. We are
saddened by the passing of Brother
Knight Mike Koch, who did so much
for our Council and District and will be

very much missed.  We pray for his
family and know that he is in a better
place.

Our Council would like to recog-
nize Brother Knight Tim Beirne for his
outstanding achievements with our
Poster Contest and his work on get-
ting a Bike Awareness Day.  We are
looking to have this event in the next
couple of months in cooperation with
the Maryland Heights Police Depart-
ment and Holy Spirit Parish. This will
be a great opportunity for the Knights
of Columbus to be involved in the
community and particularly with
young people in our parish.

Msgr.  Sprenke  Council
#12676 – The Sprenke Knights in
this quarter made their 100% quota
contribution to the Missouri State
Religious Information Bureau (RIB).
Our Council has been in existence
for 21 years, and this marks the 21st
year in a row that we have funded the
RIB at at least the 100% level.  We
are preparing for a blood drive at St.
Ann Catholic Church in Normandy
with the Mississippi Valley Regional
Blood Center (MVRBC) organization
in March, and at the same time help-
ing the St. Ann Parish Grade School
by trying to secure a cash grant from
MVRBC contingent on getting a mini-
mum number of blood donors for the
drive. It is nice to see that we are
getting blood donors sign up from
multiple other Councils in our District
38 to help our parish school.  Bob
Maixner from our Council has been
supporting our Council Chaplain, Fr.
Nick Winker, by serving Masses at
St. Ann Parish that are being
streamed online by Fr. Nick over
Facebook and YouTube.  Our Grand
Knight, Bruce Gardiner, Jr., helped
coordinate activities in St. Ann Parish
for the February Catholic Men for
Christ Conference put on by the St.
Louis Archdiocese.  Due to COVID-
19, we are hosting our Council meet-
ings virtually with limited in-person
participation that includes social dis-
tancing and mask wearing.  We were
saddened by the passing of our Dis-
trict Deputy, Sir Knight Mike Koch.
We are still in good hands, though,
with Past State Deputy Jim
Doggendorf returning as our DD.

Our Lady of the Presentation
Council #13270  – We continue to
conduct a monthly food drive for our
local food pantry. We have collected
an average of 1,000 pounds of food a
month and have contributed $500
over the last 4 months. This past
month, our Council hosted a watch
party for the Catholic Men for Christ
Conference. We had 6 men attend
the Saturday morning video talks in
our Church Hall.

We have made a commitment to
meet once a quarter to continue our
Spiritual Growth and bring other men
into our fold.

We will be conducting another
Blood Drive this Spring.

While we are meeting the safety
demands of the current COVID-19
restrictions, we have been meeting in
a hybrid model where some mem-
bers come in person and others at-
tend virtually. This has been working
good for us and we are eager to be
able to celebrate our Easter season
in Church.

District #38 Remembers DD Mike Koch December 4, 2020  By Bob Walker - Delegate At Large
COLUMBIAN CHARITIES OF MO, INC. BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING

    State Chaplain Fr. Robert Stone opened the meeting with a prayer followed by the Pledge of Allegiance
led by State Warden Rich Wieberg. 25 members and clergy were in attendance live and via “ZOOM”,
including all but 3 of the Columbian Charities Board Members.
    Before the meeting financial statements, program handouts and the Columbian Charities of Missouri

Inc. (CCM) 2 year Independent Audit were distributed. Report shows CCM is a $3M corporation. Please
forward me requests for this information and additional meeting minutes. Carol Griffin, Special Olympics
Missouri (SOMO) Health Partnership Manager included a handout with a heartfelt, thankful recap of the
2014 $2.1M, 6 year commitment by the Missouri Knights of Columbus to SOMO Training for Life
Campus (TLC). They plan to resume their competition schedule in March 2021 at the TLC. Colleen
Dolnick of the Knights of Columbus Developmental Center – SSM Cardinal Glennon Children’s Medical
Center gave a presentation. She was especially grateful for our continued efforts with the Tootsie Roll
Drive and to KofC Council #12022 St. Alban Roe for raising over $20K from their annual Golf Tournament

and Trivia Night.
Vice-President Bob Hawkins conducted the meeting for President Mike Grudzinski who was quarantined. July 17, 2020 Meeting

minutes were approved with one correction as motioned by State Treasurer Jerry Herbert and seconded by PSD Charles Bernskoetter.
It was often mentioned in this meeting, that the consideration of COVID greatly affected the financial outcome this past year and

concerns from it would be a determining factor in projections for 2021, and result in reviews of underperforming 2020 budgeted items and
commitments at the next board meeting.

Mick Gilliam, PSD and bookkeeper, reviewed the Columbian Charities balance sheet which was in good order, followed by a general
discussion.

Treasurer Ralph Cupelli gave his Treasurer’s report and Profit/Loss July 1 - Nov. 30, 2020 handout. The Drive for Persons with
Developmental Disabilities income was down 30%, but turnaround funds for SOMO were up. Periodic discrepancies are being reviewed
by Ralph re: turnaround funds allocated and actual funds received. Upon a motion by State Advocate Paul O’Brien and a second by State
Secretary Doug Kissinger, the bookkeeper and treasurer reports were approved.

Mick Gilliam, PSD gave the report on the Committee of Grant Requests. Mick motioned and Treasurer Ralph Cupelli seconded that
the MCC Messenger receive $8K annually (RIB fund proceeds) and that the Birthright grant request be reviewed by the Meet Life
Committee for possible funding. President Mike Grudzinski was to advise the St. Louis Archdiocese Catholic Magazine and the Springfield-
Cape Girardeau Diocese-Mirror publication, Columbian Charities will not consider specific grant applications with the present RIB
program funding for each of the diocese. The motion was approved unanimously.

Secretary Brad Grill gave the Investment Committee report. Recommendations were to maintain the same allocation of investments
presently selected with Knights of Columbus Asset Advisors until review at the April 2021 Columbian Charities Board Meeting. The report
was well received.

Community Activities Director - Peter Nicastro
• Drive for Persons with Developmental Disabilities – Roland Cretel Jr. Chairman - With mixed results from stores to allow collections
as in pre-COVID, Councils were asked to leverage up to 3 options for their individual drives along with their usual Church Drive collections:

•  Collect an “as usual” storefront or street-corner solicitation.
•  Hold a typical parish drive, with available guidance for pulpit talks and bulletin announcements
•  Ask local businesses to contribute and give them a box of Tootsie Rolls to share with their customers or otherwise thank business

contributors.
Additionally, online collections were used more, collecting $4K by Dec.1, up 400% from 2019.  Schnucks stores were most available,

but with reduced availability. Most Wal-Mart and Hy-Vee stores were not available for collections. Net proceeds as of Dec. 1, 2020 were
$262,248 with prospects for much more. Total net proceeds for 2019 were $608,583.
• Coats for Kids – John Myers  Chairman  Supreme continues to be a good partner for the Coats for Kids program. Compared to 2019’s
317 cases ordered from Supreme by 60 Councils, there were 156 cases ordered by 34 Councils; on track to match 2019. Councils also collect
new and used coats in church drives and/or buy coats from retailers instead of using the Coats for Kids programs from Supreme.
Additionally, Director Mike Auchley noted, some Councils get discounted coats off the racks from Wal-Mart, etc. in January and February.
• Life Services – Matt Gray Appeal letters are being sent out in December to families which will greatly add to Wheelchair Mission and
Prison Concerns collections. State Deputy Mike Grudzinski mentioned a webinar from Supreme on the Wheelchair Mission was coming
out Dec. 10 to follow the appeals letter being sent out, making it a great opportunity for collections.
• Wheelchair Mission Collections are on track to match last years total of $17K with a recent truckload delivery of 100 wheelchairs received
for a total of 120 in inventory. Wheelchairs are available to anyone. Please contact Matt for yours.
• Prison Concern Collections are on track to match last years total of $5,185. Ladies Auxiliaries usually donate the majority.

Religious Information Bureau (RIB) Director - Mike Tesmer
• Eric Bruns – Secretary/Treasurer RIB results comparisons of 2020/2021 vs. 2019/2020 as of Nov. 30, have councils at $47K this year,
down $5K, appeals are $41K up $8K (on track for best year), with Auxiliaries at $3.5K, on pace with last year. With totals at $92K this
year vs. $90 last year, there is concern with council collections, though the appeals are gaining popularity this year with more people staying
at home, and totals showing a slight increase. He referred to RIB handouts for council status specific revenue/expenses.
• Mike Tesmer – Thanked CCM for their help supporting the appeals letters, which is a growing trend along with card payments. Also,
noted donations are down. Besides meetings not taking place due to COVIT, councils are waiting for dues to come, which include RIB
assessments. The change from Catholic Home Study to supporting Diocesan programs slowed down council participation. 3 actions are
being considered:

•  Gather Diocesan “Flyers” that advertise each of the programs we support and distribute to our councils (ex: RIB funded
www.activateyourbaptism.com are available to all. Related church bulletin insert and Catholic Key Magazine article sent out to all churches
in St. Joseph/KC Diocese).

•  Incentivize Councils that achieve at least 100% of their RIB quota to receive a signed frameable recognition letter from all 4
(Arch)Bishops thanking them for their Diocesan programs support.

•  Encourage donations in the honor of Blessed Michael McGivney.
• Dino Durando – RIB Chairman Detailed progress being made in one of the four Diocese in the RIB program, the Kansas City/St. Joseph
Diocese. They are progressing well in the programming and funding  provided by the RIB program. The other 3 dioceses programs are also
growing, gaining participants, Catholic, Christians and others.

The report was well received.
Faith Activities Director – Chris Teal

• Msgr. Mancuso Catholic Education Grants – Fr. Weber Chairman Fr. Weber spoke to the board re: the success of the Msgr. Catholic
Education Grant program, noting there were 98 applications this year and there were 78 grants awarded either $1,000 or $500 each from
the $50K allotment. With up to $55K to be awarded in 2021, Fr. Weber has hopes of 125 applications forthcoming by the due date March
1, 2021. He has been an advocate of including possible virtual meeting costs in the expenses that are covered by the grant program. It was
met with wide approval to discuss it at the next meeting. Great job Fr. Weber!
• Chris Teal – Additional Monsignor Mancuso Education Grant program information. The Memorial Board honoring our recently deceased
Brother Knights has collected $1K from 28 Councils which will go towards the education grant program. The name plaques will be added
to the Memorial Board soon. Keep supporting this program. Chris also emphasized supporting the Missouri Religious Vocations Fund
which has collected $2,757 (July 2 – Nov. 30, 2020), off to a good start.

The report was well received.
State Life Director – Brian Ziegler (Presented by Mike Tesmer)

• Meet Life The Meet Life perpetual fund as of Dec. 1 had $610K in funds with $525K being restricted as a perpetual fund. This would
provide additional funding subject to the Meet Life Committee recommendation for needed improvement or replacement of ultra-sound
equipment.  There was discussion of possible solutions to the additional funding needed for the Meet Life goals which would be discussed
at the next meeting. Donations the first five months of the fraternal year are $33,265. No machine grade upgrades had been requested.
• Special Olympics $1.2M pledge was met for the Training for Life Center. Thank you everyone! The 2020 Partnership Profile Form #4584
is due Jan. 31, 2021. The upcoming Corn Hole tournament proceeds will benefit SOMO.
• Silver Rose Run Successful run after a brief hold by Supreme.
• Marion Icons St. Michael the Archangel icons are being passed throughout the state.
• Roses for Life Over 20K roses are being handed out at the District Deputy Meeting Dec. 5, 2020.
• Sympathy Cards Chairman Mike Deamos has been busy getting cards out and is asking Councils to promote the $25 donation for Catholic
Education.

The next agenda item was Unfinished Business. Louis Mautino, PSD had one item re: reimbursement of unused mileage and per diem
funds that was moved to the State Council Meeting to be held afterward. The next agenda item was New Business. Mick Gilliam, PSD
presented 4 motions which were seconded, voted, approved and adopted unanimously, with the exception of one refusal on motion #3.

Request for prayers noted that Tony Braun, PSD was hospitalized, suffering from COVID, and that he was recuperating very well,
thanking everyone for their prayers.

Fr. Robert Stone closed the meeting with a prayer and upon motion of State Warden Rich Weinberg, seconded by Mick Gilliam, PSD,
the meeting was adjourned.

DD #44 Thomas Broadbent
proudly presents the Star
Council Award to Gary Flynn
Council 8588 from High Ridge.

Missouri State Council con-
gratulates Council #8558 on
their dedication to the Order
and their achievement.
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By: Mike Hartig, DD
I am pleased to report that all

District #9 Councils have remained
active throughout this yearlong
struggle with the Covid-19 pandemic.

I have stressed the importance of
maintaining fraternal and social in-
teraction within each Council to con-
tinue our goals of the  Family Do-
mestic Church and  support of each
Priest and their parishioners.

I am proud to say that all of the
Grand Knights have been leading
the way in this regard. It has been an
honor to assist each Council for the
last 5 years as DD. Rest assured,
District 9 will be well supported with
an extremely knowledgeable and
dedicated Brother Knight, Bill
Remshak, to guide the 6 Councils in
D9 towards the future as our new
District Deputy. Many thanks to all
that have helped me along the way.

Submitted GK Council reports are
as followed:

Arch. O’Hara #4387 – Is having
3 Lenten dinners for parishioners
and members. Our first event was
well attended and we anticipate even
more participation for the remainder
of the Lenten Season dinners.

With the help of a dedicated
Brother, the Council is now praying
the rosary before each Sunday 10

DIST.  9 COUNCILS ARE SUPPORTING EACH PARISH
WITH EFFORT IN “BACK TO NORMAL” PROGRAMS

am Mass. It has been well received
and supported by our pastor and
parishioners.

We have conducted a very suc-
cessful “Baby Bottle “ Campaign in
support of the Meet Life II program
raising over $3000.

Pope John XXIII #5586 – contin-
ues to hold our monthly “in person”
Council and Officer meetings ob-
serving the coronavirus protocols.
Councils functions:

• Have held drive – thru fish fries
each Friday during Lent with great
success

•  Held successful blood drive in
January. Next one scheduled for
May

•  Did Highway Cleanup in De-
cember. Next one scheduled for late
March

•  Participate in parish First Friday
Eucharist Adoration

•  Participate in parish Wednes-
day Night Rosary Program

•  Have developed a unified De-
gree team.

Fr. Puetz # 6550  –  is keeping
very busy. The Drive-Thru fish fries
have been very successful and will
continue through March 22.

We are having a Knights Adora-
tion on March 13th.

The PDD Drive will take place on

March 14th. Our Blood Drive will
take place again on March 22nd.

The Council has Community
Events scheduled for March 20th
and April 16th that involve our food
trailer that is a big hit with locals.

St. Bridgets # 13113 – contin-
ues to stay active and connected to
our parish and community. During
the last fall, we sponsored a Family
Prayer Night.

We also held a great Coats For
Kids program. The Council is proud
to claim that we supported a local
family in need for Christmas.

Our Drive-Thru Lenten fish din-
ners have been going great.

Our annual scholarship will be
available soon for a deserving se-
nior in our Parish. We continue to
look for ways to be involved and
relevant in these trying times.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help
#14972 – has been pressing on
throughout this past Spring season.
With the blessing of our pastor, we
collected and sent name tags for the
Roses For life campaign. Our drive-
thru fish fries have been going great
during the Lenten Season.

The Council is very proud to as-
sist a young man by awarding him a
scholarship as he enters a Catholic
college.

By: Jack McClanahan, DD
District Councils continue to meet

despite the Coronavirus threat.  Sev-
eral Knights have been exposed and
quarantined but through masks and
social distancing no contamination
has occurred from exposure at meet-
ings. The new Council meeting
agenda has been instituted at all the
Councils without resistance. As my
tenure as DD will expire in July, a
search a for a new DD has started.

The district wide meeting was
held in December with all Councils
key officers present. Great commu-
nications between the Councils
made for some lively discussions
again.

Because of covid-19 the freethrow
contest was either canceled or re-
scheduled until the situation with
covid-19 is resolved.

7442-Bishop Sheen Council in
Willow Springs.  The Council’s drive-
thru fish fries were a resounding
success. The ladies of the church
provided the desserts.

Sam Chaney, son of the DGK
Mike Chaney joined the Council car-
rying on in his  father’s footsteps. He
is attending Benedictine University.

In keeping with the LNNB initia-
tive, the Council donated to the Sal-
vation Army Red Cross Kettle Fund,
to the Munch program to feed those
in need, a monetary gift to Father
Wall for Christmas, the Mountain
Grove Pregnancy Resource Center,
the AGAPE house, and grave mark-
ers for four members who passed in
2020, and to their seminarian Charles
Peirano for their semi-annual dona-
tion. The ‘INTO the BREACH’ video
is being shown after each meeting
with discussion following. The Coun-
cil also participated in the Roses for
Life Sunday and the Novena for Life.

9170-St Leo the Great in Ava.
The Benedictine Sisters of Mary were
in need of a new porch and the
Council purchased the supplies and
labor to repair it.

Donated to the Meet Life Pro-
gram. Helped set up and take down
the Christmas decorations for the
church. Looked into buying a safer
ladder for the church maintenance.
Participated in the Roses for Life
Sunday.  Because of Covid the Coun-
cil was forced to cancel the annual

DIST. #15 (South Central) Continues
To Meet During COVID-19

St. Patrick’s Day Party.  The Council
has temporarily postponed their
freethrow contest until possibly May.
The Council is still planning on their
annual chili cookoff for SuperBowl
Sunday.

9892 - St.  Mary’s  in  West
Plains - A bowling party was held for
fraternity of the Council in Decem-
ber. They donated to the local Out-
reach Program, the Bridges Pro-
gram/school, and to the homeless
program at the Samaritan House.
This Council has been working with
their Priest on church improvements.

12650 - St. Gabriel in Houston
and Licking - The Council donated
$1,000 for the Pregnancy Resource
Center’s annual banquet.  With that
donation a total of $12,000 was
raised.

Nick Jur hosted a beer and brauts
evening for 8 members who through
Zoom participated in the Insurance
presentation. An exemplification
team was put together and being
practiced. A  live exemplification was
held bring in two new members,
James Ingram and Deacon Mike,
with another potential new member
lined up. Also, two others were
brought up to the 3rd degree.  It was
well done.

The Council held a gun raffle to
raise funds for the PRC.  A food drive
was held for Thanksgiving with $200
donated as well to the food banks in
Houston and Licking.  Al Rodt’s, the
Council’s Lector, presented infor-
mation on two faith filled books, ‘Lis-
ten My Son’ and The  Warning: The
Illumination of Conscience’.

The Council is also looking at
repairs needed to the electrical sys-
tem at St. Marks. The Council raised
$1,567 for the local food banks.  The
food banks will be able to purchase
15,670 pounds of food.  GREAT
JOB!  Another gun raffle was held
raising $1,425 for the PRC.  A Blood
Drive is scheduled for February. A
family of the month was voted on at
the meeting as well.  This Council is
well on its way to another STAR
Council award!

The Councils each have different
obstacles to overcome with covid-
19 but all are doing a great job keep-
ing the Knights of Columbus mission
of Charity alive.

All of the Councils in District #27
have been working through the pan-
demic by being innovative, flexible
and patient. They were vigilant in
supporting Supreme’s “Leave No
Neighbor Behind” program, keeping
in contact with their fellow council
members, parishioners and commu-
nity members, and dong wheelchair
drives and supporting local food
pantries. Councils continued meet-
ing in person and virtually, allowing
Council members a choice in how to
participate in meetings.

 All Councils have been extremely
successful doing carryout fish fry
dinners and have experienced sig-
nificant increases in generating rev-
enue through online purchases and
donations. Our January district meet-
ing was conducted both in person
and virtually.

Council 995, Moberly, held two
very successful Lenten carryout fish
fries, making more money than ever
before, with the proceeds donated
to Saint Pius X Parish, helping to pay
for a new parish baptismal font.
Additional donations were made to
the Saint Vincent DePaul Society,
Catholic Schools Week, Saint Jude
Children’s Hospital and the Saint
Pius X School Booster’s.

The Council’s Christmas Koeze
gourmet, nuts and chocolates sales
exceeded all previous sales from
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the past decade.
Council 1529, Columbia, stayed

active and energized, despite limita-
tions imposed by the pandemic.  The
Council’s Adult Education and De-
votion classes experienced great
success with ever increasing atten-
dance, reaching as high as a hun-
dred participants. Attendees con-
tinue to say that the speakers keep
getting better and more dynamic.
The Council will soon offer the op-
tion for people to watch the video
classes online at a later date.  In
early March, the Council’s Queen of
Hearts Raffle had their fourth weekly
drawing with participation continu-
ing to grow and the jackpot rapidly
approaching $4,000. For their first
fish fry the council sold 1,000 carryout
dinners, and is expected to exceed
that number for their second fish fry.
Last year the Council started offer-
ing an online reoccurring auto debit
option for Council members to pay
Council dues, which is becoming
very popular with members, and is
helping with member retention and
ultimately reducing suspensions. Do-
nations were made to the Wheel-
chair campaign and Right to Life.

Council 4679, Salisbury, has
had great success with their three
carryout fish frys.  Their Council hall
was used for a successful COVD19
vaccination clinic.  The Council made

donations to the Chariton County
Youth Fair and the Chariton County
Workshop. They also donated to
Saint Joseph’s Parish in Salisbury.

Council 7231, Columbia, Coun-
cil members once again held their
Advent sales project, selling candles,
wreaths and calendars.  They also
conducted a breakfast sandwich sale
in conjunction with Super Bowl Sun-
day. The Council had a very suc-
cessful carryout fish fry on the cam-
pus of the University of Missouri.
Additionally, members held a Food
for Family’s drive with the proceeds
being donated to the local food bank.
The Council also donated to the
RSVP program.

Council 14414, Columbia, as-
sisted with the Lunch Bags for the
Homeless program that Sacred
Heart’s Social Concerns committee
hosts every November.  Each Satur-
day, Council members helped to as-
semble lunch bags to be handed out
to the homeless of Columbia.

The Council’s Handyman Minis-
try assisted several parishioners with
odd jobs, as well as helped to get
one individual’s home back to a liv-
able condition. Council members
performed almost all of the lay min-
istry positions for 5th Sunday Mass
in January. The Council also do-
nated money to the annual Sacred
Heart Christmas Bazaar.

One of the  projects Fr.James L. Wallace #6794 has been working on for the last few months, is a renovation
to the outer room  of their Worthy State Chaplain’s, SK Rev.Robert Stone, living quarters at Nativity of Mary
Parish in Independence. Photo left is Fr. Stone with Brother Walt Seigler. Many other Brothers and
parishioners participated in this project, which is nearing completion.

Council #6794 Independence Tackles DIY Project



April 2021 –  THE MARINER  –  Page 11

By: Mike Hartig, DD
I am pleased to report that all

District #9 Councils have remained
active throughout this yearlong
struggle with the Covid-19 pandemic.

I have stressed the importance of
maintaining fraternal and social in-
teraction within each Council to con-
tinue our goals of the  Family Do-
mestic Church and  support of each
Priest and their parishioners.

I am proud to say that all of the
Grand Knights have been leading
the way in this regard. It has been an
honor to assist each Council for the
last 5 years as DD. Rest assured,
District 9 will be well supported with
an extremely knowledgeable and
dedicated Brother Knight, Bill
Remshak, to guide the 6 Councils in
D9 towards the future as our new
District Deputy. Many thanks to all
that have helped me along the way.

Submitted GK Council reports are
as followed:

Arch. O’Hara #4387 – Is having
3 Lenten dinners for parishioners
and members. Our first event was
well attended and we anticipate even
more participation for the remainder
of the Lenten Season dinners.

With the help of a dedicated
Brother, the Council is now praying
the rosary before each Sunday 10

DIST.  9 COUNCILS ARE SUPPORTING EACH PARISH
IN AN EFFORT TO “BACK TO NORMAL” PROGRAMS

am Mass. It has been well received
and supported by our pastor and
parishioners.

We have conducted a very suc-
cessful “Baby Bottle “ Campaign in
support of the Meet Life II program
raising over $3000.

Pope John XXIII #5586 – contin-
ues to hold our monthly “in person”
Council and Officer meetings ob-
serving the coronavirus protocols.
Councils functions:

• Have held drive – thru fish fries
each Friday during Lent with great
success

•  Held successful blood drive in
January. Next one scheduled for
May

•  Did Highway Cleanup in De-
cember. Next one scheduled for late
March

•  Participate in parish First Friday
Eucharist Adoration

•  Participate in parish Wednes-
day Night Rosary Program

•  Have developed a unified De-
gree team.

Fr. Puetz # 6550  –  is keeping
very busy. The Drive-Thru fish fries
have been very successful and will
continue through March 22.

We are having a Knights Adora-
tion on March 13th.

The PDD Drive will take place on

March 14th. Our Blood Drive will
take place again on March 22nd.

The Council has Community
Events scheduled for March 20th
and April 16th that involve our food
trailer that is a big hit with locals.

St. Bridgets # 13113 – contin-
ues to stay active and connected to
our parish and community. During
the last fall, we sponsored a Family
Prayer Night.

We also held a great Coats For
Kids program. The Council is proud
to claim that we supported a local
family in need for Christmas.

Our Drive-Thru Lenten fish din-
ners have been going great.

Our annual scholarship will be
available soon for a deserving se-
nior in our Parish. We continue to
look for ways to be involved and
relevant in these trying times.

Our Lady of Perpetual Help
#14972 – has been pressing on
throughout this past Spring season.
With the blessing of our pastor, we
collected and sent name tags for the
Roses For life campaign. Our drive-
thru fish fries have been going great
during the Lenten Season.

The Council is very proud to as-
sist a young man by awarding him a
scholarship as he enters a Catholic
college.

By: Jack McClanahan, DD
District Councils continue to meet

despite the Coronavirus threat.  Sev-
eral Knights have been exposed and
quarantined but through masks and
social distancing no contamination
has occurred from exposure at meet-
ings. The new Council meeting
agenda has been instituted at all the
Councils without resistance. As my
tenure as DD will expire in July, a
search a for a new DD has started.

The district wide meeting was
held in December with all Councils
key officers present. Great commu-
nications between the Councils
made for some lively discussions
again.

Because of covid-19 the freethrow
contest was either canceled or re-
scheduled until the situation with
covid-19 is resolved.

7442-Bishop Sheen Council in
Willow Springs.  The Council’s drive-
thru fish fries were a resounding
success. The ladies of the church
provided the desserts.

Sam Chaney, son of the DGK
Mike Chaney joined the Council car-
rying on in his  father’s footsteps. He
is attending Benedictine University.

In keeping with the LNNB initia-
tive, the Council donated to the Sal-
vation Army Red Cross Kettle Fund,
to the Munch program to feed those
in need, a monetary gift to Father
Wall for Christmas, the Mountain
Grove Pregnancy Resource Center,
the AGAPE house, and grave mark-
ers for four members who passed in
2020, and to their seminarian Charles
Peirano for their semi-annual dona-
tion. The ‘INTO the BREACH’ video
is being shown after each meeting
with discussion following. The Coun-
cil also participated in the Roses for
Life Sunday and the Novena for Life.

9170-St Leo the Great in Ava.
The Benedictine Sisters of Mary were
in need of a new porch and the
Council purchased the supplies and
labor to repair it.

Donated to the Meet Life Pro-
gram. Helped set up and take down
the Christmas decorations for the
church. Looked into buying a safer
ladder for the church maintenance.
Participated in the Roses for Life
Sunday.  Because of Covid the Coun-
cil was forced to cancel the annual

DIST. #15 (South Central) Continues
To Meet During COVID-19

St. Patrick’s Day Party.  The Council
has temporarily postponed their
freethrow contest until possibly May.
The Council is still planning on their
annual chili cookoff for SuperBowl
Sunday.

9892 - St.  Mary’s  in  West
Plains - A bowling party was held for
fraternity of the Council in Decem-
ber. They donated to the local Out-
reach Program, the Bridges Pro-
gram/school, and to the homeless
program at the Samaritan House.
This Council has been working with
their Priest on church improvements.

12650 - St. Gabriel in Houston
and Licking - The Council donated
$1,000 for the Pregnancy Resource
Center’s annual banquet.  With that
donation a total of $12,000 was
raised.

Nick Jur hosted a beer and brauts
evening for 8 members who through
Zoom participated in the Insurance
presentation. An exemplification
team was put together and being
practiced. A  live exemplification was
held bring in two new members,
James Ingram and Deacon Mike,
with another potential new member
lined up. Also, two others were
brought up to the 3rd degree.  It was
well done.

The Council held a gun raffle to
raise funds for the PRC.  A food drive
was held for Thanksgiving with $200
donated as well to the food banks in
Houston and Licking.  Al Rodt’s, the
Council’s Lector, presented infor-
mation on two faith filled books, ‘Lis-
ten My Son’ and The  Warning: The
Illumination of Conscience’.

The Council is also looking at
repairs needed to the electrical sys-
tem at St. Marks. The Council raised
$1,567 for the local food banks.  The
food banks will be able to purchase
15,670 pounds of food.  GREAT
JOB!  Another gun raffle was held
raising $1,425 for the PRC.  A Blood
Drive is scheduled for February. A
family of the month was voted on at
the meeting as well.  This Council is
well on its way to another STAR
Council award!

The Councils each have different
obstacles to overcome with covid-
19 but all are doing a great job keep-
ing the Knights of Columbus mission
of Charity alive.

All of the Councils in District #27
have been working through the pan-
demic by being innovative, flexible
and patient. They were vigilant in
supporting Supreme’s “Leave No
Neighbor Behind” program, keeping
in contact with their fellow council
members, parishioners and commu-
nity members, and dong wheelchair
drives and supporting local food
pantries. Councils continued meet-
ing in person and virtually, allowing
Council members a choice in how to
participate in meetings.

 All Councils have been extremely
successful doing carryout fish fry
dinners and have experienced sig-
nificant increases in generating rev-
enue through online purchases and
donations. Our January district meet-
ing was conducted both in person
and virtually.

Council 995, Moberly, held two
very successful Lenten carryout fish
fries, making more money than ever
before, with the proceeds donated
to Saint Pius X Parish, helping to pay
for a new parish baptismal font.
Additional donations were made to
the Saint Vincent DePaul Society,
Catholic Schools Week, Saint Jude
Children’s Hospital and the Saint
Pius X School Booster’s.

The Council’s Christmas Koeze
gourmet, nuts and chocolates sales
exceeded all previous sales from
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the past decade.
Council 1529, Columbia, stayed

active and energized, despite limita-
tions imposed by the pandemic.  The
Council’s Adult Education and De-
votion classes experienced great
success with ever increasing atten-
dance, reaching as high as a hun-
dred participants. Attendees con-
tinue to say that the speakers keep
getting better and more dynamic.
The Council will soon offer the op-
tion for people to watch the video
classes online at a later date.  In
early March, the Council’s Queen of
Hearts Raffle had their fourth weekly
drawing with participation continu-
ing to grow and the jackpot rapidly
approaching $4,000. For their first
fish fry the council sold 1,000 carryout
dinners, and is expected to exceed
that number for their second fish fry.
Last year the Council started offer-
ing an online reoccurring auto debit
option for Council members to pay
Council dues, which is becoming
very popular with members, and is
helping with member retention and
ultimately reducing suspensions. Do-
nations were made to the Wheel-
chair campaign and Right to Life.

Council 4679, Salisbury, has
had great success with their three
carryout fish frys.  Their Council hall
was used for a successful COVD19
vaccination clinic.  The Council made

donations to the Chariton County
Youth Fair and the Chariton County
Workshop. They also donated to
Saint Joseph’s Parish in Salisbury.

Council 7231, Columbia, Coun-
cil members once again held their
Advent sales project, selling candles,
wreaths and calendars.  They also
conducted a breakfast sandwich sale
in conjunction with Super Bowl Sun-
day. The Council had a very suc-
cessful carryout fish fry on the cam-
pus of the University of Missouri.
Additionally, members held a Food
for Family’s drive with the proceeds
being donated to the local food bank.
The Council also donated to the
RSVP program.

Council 14414, Columbia, as-
sisted with the Lunch Bags for the
Homeless program that Sacred
Heart’s Social Concerns committee
hosts every November.  Each Satur-
day, Council members helped to as-
semble lunch bags to be handed out
to the homeless of Columbia.

The Council’s Handyman Minis-
try assisted several parishioners with
odd jobs, as well as helped to get
one individual’s home back to a liv-
able condition. Council members
performed almost all of the lay min-
istry positions for 5th Sunday Mass
in January. The Council also do-
nated money to the annual Sacred
Heart Christmas Bazaar.

One of the  projects Fr.James L. Wallace #6794 has been working on for the last few months, is a renovation
to the outer room  of their Worthy State Chaplain’s, SK Rev.Robert Stone, living quarters at Nativity of Mary
Parish in Independence. Photo left is Fr. Stone with Brother Walt Seigler. Many other Brothers and
parishioners participated in this project, which is nearing completion.

Council #6794 Independence Tackles DIY Project
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By: Carol Griffin

SOMO hits a
bump in the road
when a tornado went
through the Training
for Life Campus in
May 2019.

The Law Enforcement Torch
Run® began in 1986 raising $15,000.

In 2020, we celebrated 35 years
of the Missouri Law Enforcement
Torch Run which is ranked 9th in the
world raising an average of $1.5
million dollars annually!

My friend and SOMO Athlete
Jamie Graham made history being
named “Athlete of the Year” in 1988
and then went on to be one of the
first inductees into the SOMO Hall of
Fame in 1997. In 2013, Special Olym-
pics Missouri was inducted into the
Missouri Sports Hall of Fame be-
coming the first Special Olympics
program to be honored.

After a successful Capital Campaign for the Training for Life Campus,
construction began on May 4, 2017 and the first official sports camp was
held in November 2018 with athletes and their families from the Charter
Class who helped raise funds for the campus in attendance.

WOW! Can you believe that SOMO is 50 YEARS OLD today.  On March
1, 1971 we were incorporated as a 501(c)3.  Back then, we were Missouri
Special Olympics and in 1998 we became known as Special Olympics
Missouri (SOMO). In 1975, SOMO had many firsts: the first State Summer
Games at Fort Leonard Wood; it continued there for 25 years and Missouri
athletes participated in their first International Summer Games at Central
Michigan University in Mt. Pleasant, Michigan.  Today we offer competition
in 16 different sports, programs for young athletes ages 2-7, sports camps,
athlete leadership training and health & wellness education and screen-
ings.  Team Missouri has been represented at every summer games
competition at the international/national level since 1975.

Thank you to the Knights of Columbus Councils for being a part of our
50-year history as a partner of Special Olympics Missouri. Thank you for
accepting the Training for Life challenge in 2014 and raising 1.2 million
dollars in 6 years and for your continued yearly commitment as a $75,000
Statewide Partner for our State Games. We greatly appreciate all that you
do for our athletes!

In 2021, we are looking forward to celebrating 50 YEARS with each of
you.  We will continue to look back in time as we move into the future with
stories posted about those that have helped bring us to this celebration.  If
you have a story to tell, please email Trish Lutz, Vice President – Programs
at lutz@somo.org.

As we are coming to this side of the pandemic, we are excited about the
possibilities to gather in person again.  We are planning various scenarios
for virtual and in person events, programs following our Return 2 Play
protocols. Please visit our newly redesigned website for upcoming events
(www.somo.org).  We’d love to show you our rebuilt Training for Life
Campus in Jefferson City – so please make this part of your travel plans.

There will be a 50th anniversary celebration with more information to
unfold as those plans come together that will include a time capsule to be
opened on March 1, 2071.

While throughout history we have made improvements, increased our
programming opportunities, made new friends, lost some old friends and
navigated through a pandemic, the one thing that has remained constant
is our mission to provide year-round sports training and athletic competition
to individuals with intellectual disabilities.

On behalf of the entire staff and SOMO Board of Directors, thank you for
being on this journey for and with our athletes.

Susan Stegeman, President & CEO Special Olympics Missouri

Then in March
2020, the coronavirus
pandemic halts most
activities resulting in
the development of
the #SOMOatHome
program providing
virtual opportunities
for our athletes,
coaches and families.

My job with Special Olympics
Missouri opens the door to travel,
enjoyment, and making new friends!

Having recently attended the
Knights of Columbus Cornhole Tour-
nament in Scott City, I had the op-
portunity to enjoy dinner with one of
our Southeast staff and take in some
of the sights in Cape Girardeau. To
complete my weekend I had the plea-
sure of spending the day with two of
our Special Olympics athletes, which
is one of my favorite parts of my job.
Together we shared in the enjoy-
ment of meeting some of the Knights
of Columbus Council members, while
selling 50/50 raffle tickets to benefit
Special Olympics Missouri.

I would like to introduce you to
those athletes that were willing to
get out in the cold weather and spend
their afternoon volunteering. Thank
you to their “Dad’s” who made sure
they were there to help!

Bailey James has participated in
Special Olympics Missouri (SOMO)
for three years.  She enjoys playing
basketball, bowling, golf, softball, and
track - softball being her favorite
sport!  Being involved with SOMO

has provided her the opportunity to
meet new friends and hang out with
friends while participating in all her
sports.

Bailey was very content assisting
with the selling of raffle tickets and
enjoyed her time in the spotlight as
she drew the raffle winner. Behind
our athletes are committed parents
or staff, transporting athletes to
events and showing their support
like Bailey’s Dad, Jason Mayfield,
who participates as a Unified Part-
ner in golf & bowling. This allows the
athlete and parent to share interests
and time together.

As Jason shared, “Special Olym-
pics is a good reminder to enjoy the
simple things in life. If more people
had that mindset, it would be a better
place.”

He has a lot of respect and looks
up to the athletes because of the
adversity they have had to face.

“The athletes are always willing
to compete and no matter the out-
come, they are as happy as when
they started.”

Jeremy Seabourn has been in-
volved with Special Olympics Mis-
souri for 5 years and 8 years with

SPECIAL OLYMPICS MISSOURI SOUTHEAST ATHLETES SPOTLIGHT

Special Olympics Arizona prior to
moving to Missouri. He enjoys bowl-
ing, individual and team competi-
tions, basketball, softball, and golf.
Like Bailey, Jeremy has been very
fortunate to have his Dad, Jim
Seabourn, as his Unified Partner.

In addition to his Dad being a
Unified Partner, he also is involved
in Coach/Pitch. This allows him to
give back to a program that has
given back to him.

Being involved with SOMO, has
provided Jeremy with physical activ-
ity, which provides him with health
benefits. It also provides him with
opportunities to interact with his
peers and friends. His involvement
goes beyond sports, as Jeremy has
enjoyed volunteering the past sev-
eral years with the information tent
at the Polar Plunge.

 Jeremy is very grateful to the
Knights of Columbus for putting on
the tournament for Special Olym-
pics Missouri and he had a blast
selling raffle tickets. He was a repeat
seller!  Being 6’4”, he can sell many
tickets with his wingspan, which is
why he cannot wait to return next
year!

St. Isidore #5898 Welcomes Bishop Edward Rice

Friday, February 5 St. Isidore Knights of Columbus, Ladies Auxiliary,
and Chaplain Father David Coon hosted a Meet and Greet with Bishop Rice
of Springfield-Cape Girardeau Diocese in Leopold MO.

This event is a fundraiser hosted by Councils in Southeast Missouri to
raise money for vocations in the diocese. The evening began with a social
hour and music provided by Zach Elfrink, a local recording artist of St.
John’s Parish.  Grand Knight Arnold R. Jansen presented Bishop Rice with
a Spiritual Bouquet from the Knights, and parishioners from St. John’s of
Leopold and St. Anthony’s of Glennon.  Everyone had appetizers provided
by DB’s Barbeque and snacks/desserts provided by the Ladies Auxiliary
and other parish ladies.

Attendees were surprised at 7:00 PM when Father Charles Dunn and his
brother Seminarian Daniel Dunn, both from Leopold, joined the party via
Webex. Bishop Rice enjoyed joking with the brothers and attendees were
able to talk to the brothers and wish them well.  At the weekly Friday shooting
match, the Knights sold chances on a pot-shot board that Bishop Rice shot
to determine the lucky winner.  All were invited to submit questions to the
Bishop anonymously in a “fish bowl” and the Bishop stayed until all
questions were answered.  It is safe to say that everyone had a memorable
evening and ready for the next visit from the Bishop.  The Knights were able
to send Bishop Rice $1,640 to support vocations in the Diocese.

Left: Immaculate Conception Convent in Union before the start of the project. Right: Beautifuly decorated
convent after renovation for the Christmas season. See page 8 for article.

Bishop Edward Rice and Leann
Jansen show off the winning board
shot and Bishop also autographed
the card. Above left: Bishop Ed-
ward Rice “mingles”  with guests.
Above right: Bishop Rice shows
off what a “crack” shot he is.
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