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“We are Knights of JOY - Jesus Only You!”

October 31, 2020 was a signifi-
cant date in the history of the Knights
of Columbus as our founder, the
now “Blessed Michael McGivney”
was beatified at the Cathedral of St.
Joseph in Baltimore, MD. Please
note that Fr. McGivney is not a
“full” saint yet, so we must be care-
ful and refer to him as “Blessed
Michael McGivney.”

As many of you know there are 4
“steps” in becoming a Saint:

1. Cause for Canonization – A
formal request is submitted to con-
sider the person for sainthood. If ac-
cepted, the person becomes known
as a “Servant of God.”  [The Arch-
diocese of Hartford submitted their
request in 2000, after 4 years of in-
vestigation.]

2. Determination – A report is
submitted and 9 theologians deter-
mine if there is cause to pass it on to
the entire congregation. If this is
done, the person becomes “Vener-
able.” [In 2008, Pope Benedict XVI
recognized Fr. McGivney’s virtue
and declared him to be “Venerable.”]

3. Beatification – One miracle is
attributed to the person and a beati-
fication ceremony takes place. At
this point the person becomes known
as “Blessed,” and a feast day is

assigned to them at that time [On
August 6, 2015 a miracle attributed
to Fr. McGivney’s intercession was
submitted, and on May 27, 2020 the
miracle was approved by the Con-
gregation for the Causes of Saints
and authorized by Pope Francis. The
Feast Day for Fr. McGivney will be
August 13.]

4. Canonization – A second
miracle is attributed to the person. A
canonization ceremony takes place
and the person officially becomes a
saint. [There are a number of other
possible miracles attributed to Fr.
McGivney’s intercession which are
being scrutinized.]

In terms of the one confirmed
miracle attributed to Fr. McGivney,
it is closely associated with the
Knights as it occurred to a Field
Agent, Daniel Schachle, and his
wife, Michelle. They were expect-
ing their 13th child, and were told
that their unborn baby had Down
Syndrome. They and their family
were thrilled to welcome this gift
from God into their family, but they
were given a devastating report fol-
lowing a routine ultrasound. In Feb-
ruary 2015 they were told that their
baby had a terminal condition called
Fetal Hydrops, and had a 0% chance
of surviving. The options presented

to them were to terminate the preg-
nancy immediately, or wait until the
fetus died and then they would in-
duce a stillborn labor. With abortion
not even a consideration, they be-
gan to pray for Fr. McGivney’s in-
tercession to save their child. A sub-
sequent ultrasound showed the hy-
drops was completely gone! Michael
McGivney Schachle (named after
our founder and yes, his middle name
is “McGivney”) was born on May
15, which is also the date that Coun-
cil #1 of the Knights of Columbus
was founded. Michael Schachle is
the 13th (and youngest) child in the
Schachle family while Michael
McGivney was the oldest in a fam-
ily of 13 children. I would also like
to note that Michael Schachle is
someone with Developmental Dis-
abilities which the Knights zealously
support.

I cannot stress enough what a
huge deal this is for every Knights
of Columbus member. Fr.
McGivney is only the 3rd Ameri-
can-born priest to be beatified. And
while I’m sure a 2nd miracle will be
attributed to his intercession at some
time in the future, let’s look at the
“miracle” of his creation – the
Knights of Columbus. Although the
Order has been around for 138 years,
the basic structure which Fr.
McGivney set up has not changed.
He wanted a lay organization of
men who would step up and take
leadership roles in their parish
(within a Council). This group would
be there to support their priest and

fellow parishioners in whatever
ways they could. In terms of his
vision, he envisioned an organiza-
tion in which every Catholic family
could be protected in case the bread-
winner was taken away. He envi-
sioned an organization that would
make a positive difference in their
communities. He envisioned an or-
ganization where Catholic men
would support one another in a man-
ner of true Brotherhood.

And he envisioned an organiza-
tion in which families would cel-
ebrate their faith at church, but also
in the “domestic church” (their
homes). I am sure that when Blessed
Michael McGivney looks down, he
is pleased at what he sees - 2,000,000
Knights carrying out his vision in
the United States, Canada, Mexico
and in countries throughout the
world.

So while we are joyful that Fr.
McGivney has been beatified, we
still await the day when a second

Beatification of Our Founder – Fr. Michael J. McGivney
miracle is attributed to his interces-
sion. Continue to pray for that day
when our founder will be canon-
ized, but as we await that happen-
ing, we need to continue to provide
minor “miracles” to the people we
serve.

For example, a mother who has
limited financial resources prays for
her children to receive a warm win-
ter coat, and that is what we provide
through our Coats for Kids program.
Persons with Developmental Dis-
abilities desire the chance to show
their abilities, and we provide that
for them through our work with
Special Olympics but also through
our KofC Developmental Center at
Cardinal Glennon Children’s Hos-
pital. Many unborn babies are given
the ultimate miracle - the gift of life-
through our Meet Life Program. We
are set up to do those, and many
other “miracles,” thanks to our
founder, the Blessed Michael
McGivney.

Missouri Knights Of Colum-
bus Continue to Defend Life
with JOY on January 9th/10th
2021 by leading the way with
Roses for Life weekend.
January 9th and 10th 2021 is a
weekend well known to Mis-
souri Knights and our fellow
Catholics throughout the Great
State of Missouri .

This is the weekend that we
as Knights dedicate to handing
out more than 70,000 Roses
for Life to not only our par-
ishes but our community of
Pro-Life supporters through-
out the State. With the signing
of the roses we as pro-life sup-
porters show our support and
encourage our lawmakers to
change the laws to support life
in all stages. From the womb to
the tomb, conception to natu-
ral death.

Once again these roses will

be distributed to the District
Deputies at the December Mid-
Year meeting for delivery to
the Councils who ordered. A
huge shout out to Ed Spence
for all the hard work on this
project.

This year will be especially
challenging with all the restric-
tions currently in place. If for
some reason the meeting isn’t
held in person, do not worry. I
will personally insure the roses
get to those who ordered. At
churches distribution may be a
little different but we as Knights
will find a way to make it work.

When you distribute the
roses ask the people to remove
the paper and sign it and return
the paper part to you but keep
the rose as a remembrance. If
the stem is left attached and
you try to mail them then there
is a chance they will not be

delivered as the stem could be
mistaken for a harmful weapon.

Once you gather the papers
they need to be delivered to
your elected officials as proof
and reaffirmation of our com-
mitment to life and also to make
them think of the over 62 mil-
lion abortions since Roe v
Wade. The question always
arises who to send them to? Do
you send them to officials who
are pro-life or do you send to
pro-choice. And my response
usually is why not both?

By choosing the weekend of
the 9th and 10th that allows
time for you to collect the sig-
natures and then get them to
your State and U.S. Represen-
tatives before January 22nd
2021, which is the 48th anni-
versary of the horrific Roe v
Wade Supreme Court Deci-
sion. Since that decision over

62 million babies have been
aborted.

Thanks in large part to our
Missouri Knights and the Meet
Life Campaign the number of
abortions in Missouri has been
drastically reduced and it is
our hope that through programs
like Meet Life Phase 2 and this
Roses for life weekend we will
one day be able to proudly say
Abortions are no longer hap-
pening in Missouri.

The future is looking more
promising for this horrible de-
cision of Roe v Wade to be
overturned.

The Supreme Court is now a
pro-life majority. And more
politicians are coming out as
pro-life. More and more people
are becoming vocal and step-
ping up and saying no more.
Abortion is wrong. Did you
know that 18% of pregnancies

end in abortion.
30 States are now consid-

ered “Hostile” toward abor-
tion-translation they are Pro-
Life. Fourteen states are now
considered “Supportive” trans-
lates Pro-choice.

I am making a promise and
putting it for all to see that
from this day forward I will no
longer be silent or passive about
my beliefs against abortion and
I ask that all my Brother
Knights and Ladies join me in
making this promise because
there is strength in numbers.
And if anyone needs our
strength and prayers it is the
unborn.

To use a quote from the late
great Ronald Regan “I have
noticed that everyone who is
for abortion has already been
born.” Vivat Jesus ~ Brian
Ziegler - Respect  Life Director

Knights Keep Christ In Christmas

Missouri Knights of Columbus United Protecting Life - Jan. 9th & 10th, 2021

By: SD Mike Grudzinski
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Never in my wildest dreams would I
think that our country would be crippled by
a virus such as Covid-19, but that is exactly
what is happening. It is during these diffi-
cult times, we as Knights must continue to
be the leaders within our churches and communities. While we must use
common sense and keep ourselves and our members safe, there are many
things we may be doing.

I will once again promote participation in the “Leave No Neighbor
Behind” program from Supreme.

  1. Support your brother Knights
  2. Support your Parish
  3. Support your Community
  4. Feed the Hungry
  5. Participate in Blood Drives
I detailed the significance of this program in my last article, but I

would like to continue to stress its importance. And while you may look at
that list and say to yourself. “Yes, I am doing everything I can to help right
now,” I would like you all to examine your efforts more closely.

• Are you checking on brother Knights and their families? When was
the last time your Council telephoned every member on your roster to
check on him? Maybe that is something you did last March or April, but
have you done anything recently?

• Are you supporting your parish? Financial contributions are plum-
meting in many parishes. This can partially be attributed to fewer people
being able to attend Mass, but there are other options in providing your
contributions – mailing in a check or using online giving. Plus for those
who may be struggling financially themselves, they can help in other ways
such as cleaning the church between Masses, or helping out their pastor in
numerous other ways.

• Is your Council doing everything it can to support your community?
One year ago, who could have believed that drive through fish fries could
be successful? Or that a drive through (insert your Council’s most popular
fundraiser here) could work? You will not know for sure, unless you try it!
I have heard many reports on Councils doing some sort of drive through
event and they are making as much profit as in years past, or even more!
What about feeding the hungry? Has your Council participated in the
“Food for Families” program? Food is needed by many families – RIGHT
NOW. We can help out many families in need, especially with the
upcoming holidays.

• The pandemic has greatly reduced the number of blood donors, but
the demand for blood remains high. Through our Meet Life Program, we
boast that we are giving the gift of life to an unborn baby. We can also give
the gift of life by donating blood. There is no substitute available for human
blood! Maybe your Council can sponsor a local blood drive, but the
important thing is that every Knight who is eligible, should give blood
when possible.

You may think that I have not even mentioned membership at all in
this article, but to the contrary, everything we do now makes us more
attractive for me to join us. And if you have someone who is undecided,
make sure they know they can join for FREE (until December 31) by
entering the code “MCGIVNEY2020” when they sign up to be an Online
Member. Then you need to involve him in or at least inform him of the
activities your Council is doing, and get him to join your Council as a full
member.

Brothers, we can get through these challenging times by protecting our
brother Knights, serving our parishes in whatever way we can, and by
being leaders in our communities. If we do this, our Order will come out
of this much stronger than we were prior to this crazy year of 2020.

A couple of years ago, our parish read Matthew Kelly’s “Dynamic
Catholic” as a Lenten project. He is a big cheerleader for the Catholic
Church. He points out all the areas of human development that have
been influenced by the Catholic Church. Everything from art, educa-
tion, medicine, science, music, as well as feeding the poor, and
providing for the needy. Think about 2000 years of the Catholic Church
and it’s contribution to the world.

A big part of this gift to the world has been the church’s efforts to
speak out for peace and justice in this world.  Even more important is
the action of serving the poor and needy. 2000 plus years of providing
food, clothing, resources and finances to those in need have truly made
a difference in this world over the centuries.

The Knights of Columbus is a significant part of the church’s
legacy.  When I attended virtually the national convention for the
Knights, I was impressed by the number of man-hours given to service
in our organization. I was also impressed by the amount of money the
Knights have raised for charitable causes. You are having a huge
impact on the world that we live in. Do not take the fact for granted.
Appreciate that you are part of an organization that is making a
difference in our world. You are touching hearts and changing lives.
Jesus’ mission to the world was to touch hearts and change lives. As
Knights, you are fulfilling the mission of Jesus Christ.

So, keep up the good work. Continue to give the world the gift of
your time and energy. Continue to follow the example of our founder,
Blessed Fr. McGivney, and keep his dream alive. Continue to TOUCH
HEARTS and CHANGE LIVES.

Brooke Winkle, the daughter of
Wayne and Sara Winkle was cho-
sen by the State Directors as the
Knights of Columbus September
Youth of the Month Award winner.
Wayne is a member of Fr. Stewart
Council 13908 in Lee’s Summit.

Brooke has been active in her
parish serving as an Altar Server
and taking part in Vacation Bible
School. She helps out at St.
Margaret’s fish fries by working at
the drink table, delivering to–go or-
ders, working the dessert table and
bussing tables.

Brooke has also assisted the
Knights and her dad to sell kettle
corn and lemonade outside a gro-
cery store.

Brooke enjoys donating her time
and money to Children’s Mercy Hos-
pital. She has sold Brookemarks,
fabric book marks that she has made,
and donated the proceeds to the
hospital.  Another way she has raised
money for the hospital is by working
with her sister to sell lemonade out-
side a grocery store with the money
being donated to the hospital.

Brooke has earned the Presi-
dential Award for community ser-
vice hours for the last 4 years.

Brooke is a 7th grade student in
Lee’s Summit where she ran cross
country this fall.  She also enjoys
playing soccer and softball.  In the
sixth grade Brooke was chosen to
be an office helper twice a week.
Brooke has also volunteered to stay
after school to help younger stu-
dents finish assignments.

Brooke loves to be with her fam-
ily, friends, and her dog Mel.  She
also enjoys reading, being active,
cooking, laughing,  and shopping.

Pray Three

Hail Marys

To End Abortion

Brooke Winkle
Chosen For
September

On November 17, 2020, Council 3760, Msgr. Patrick Gavan in Mexico,
Mo. held a blood drive at the KC  Hall. As we know with the Covid 19
virus is keeping people from donating blood. Now more than ever the
Knights are more than willing to step up in a time of need. A steady
stream of doners during this event resulted in 35 pints of blood
collected for the Red Cross in Columbia, Mo.

Msgr. Patrick Gavan Council #3760 Mexico
Hosts Needed Local Blood Drive

Fort Leonard Wood Four Chap-
lains # 13901 - October was been a
busy month for the Four Chaplains
Council. The month started with pro-
moting the Novena for the Cause of
Life in our Catholic Community. In-
formation for the Novena was placed
in the bulletin and in the weekly
announcements.Addi t ional ly ,
Knights led the Rosary before every
weekend Mass for the month.

The first fraternal activity for the
month was assisting our local Preg-
nancy Resource Center annual 5K
Run/Walk for life. Brother Knights
assisted with marking the route, pro-
viding refreshments, serving a meal
and cleanup after the event. Several
Knights also participated in the Run/
Walk with Br Eliseo Peralta placing
2nd and Br Korey Wessel placing
3rd for their respective age groups
for the 5K run.

The final event for the month was
the annual Developmental Disabili-

ties ( Tootsie Roll) Drive. The Coun-
cil had 13 brothers participate over
the 2-day weekend event. Even
though foot traffic was down due to
COVID, our Knights communicated
the effort with all the military services
on Fort Leonard Wood collecting
$2395 for the Cardinal Glennon
Children’s Hospital and their local
Pulaski County Eagles-Special
Olympics team.

Rolla St. Patrick # 2627 – The
Council was busy the past few
months supporting the Parish
Octoberfest dinner by frying the
chicken and manning the stove and
kitchen in support of the drive-thru
meal. The Council also served the
community by manning the Red
Cross monthly blood drive and also
helping during the September Phelps
County food distribution and also
conducting the D2 Drive on the week-
end of 9-11 October. In addition,
Rolla Knights also stepped up by

holding a two-day yard sale which
raised over $2500. They closed out
October by cooking a fish dinner for
the area Farm Bureau which raised
$3000 for the Council.

Salem Fr. Clem Weiss # 7501 –
During the recent D2 Drive, Sir Knight
Henry Dahms solicited funds from
local businesses by offering bricks
of Tootsie Rolls for $25 which most
businesses contributed much more.
Other Knights solicited funds at the
local business and raised a total of
over $2500.

St. Robert Bellermine # 5401 –
Worked the Developmental Disabili-
ties Drive during October and is in
the process of collecting coats for
the upcoming Coats for Kids event.
Knights collect coats from the parish
and surrounding community, then
clean them, and sort by size. Coats
will be distributed between Thanks-
giving and Christmas.

Vivat Jesus!

Busy Fall In Mitch Passini’s District #17
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STATE PROGRAM DIR. LUCAS VOLKMAN SAYS:
STATE SECRETARY DOUG KISSINGER SAYS:

I want to encourage all of my Brother
Knights to celebrate the season of Advent. As
we prepare for the miracle that we celebrate at
Christmas, do something spiritually to renew
yourself, your family and yes your Council.
Make this a time of renewal and growth as we
prepare for the birth of the Christ child. I
understand that there are material and domes-
tic duties expected of each of us as we get ready
for Christmas. Don’t let those things consume
you and your time. Remember the reason for
the season.

Probably the most important duty of the State Secretary is to collect
the State Per Capita from each Council. As of the beginning of December
we have about 40 Councils that have yet to pay per capita. This is about 25
more Councils than last year, but it is expected in the current pandemic. As
I mentioned in my October article your Per Capita payments make up over
95% of the State budget. Missouri couldn’t operate without the per capita.
That is how important those payment are to the State Council. In Novem-
ber, Councils that had not paid their per capita yet, received a reminder,
along with another copy of the per capita statement that was mailed to
Financial Secretaries of record in May.

Paying the per capita keeps your Council in good standing with the
State Council. It means you are eligible to receive State incentives
including membership incentives. Students from your Council are eligible
to receive state sponsored scholarships. Your Council can send delegates
to the State Convention. I want to encourage those Councils to make their
per capita payments as soon as possible.

2020 has been a difficult year for many reasons and in many ways. One
of the things we can do as Knights to move our Order forward, is to make
sure we are grooming our replacements. It is maybe the most important
thing that we can do. It is critical that Grand Knights and District Deputies
are finding and helping that brother that is going to step up and take your
place. Make sure you are working with your District Warden or Deputy
Grand Knight. Help them to be ready to lead. If you haven’t found your
replacement than I urge you to do that now.

I would be remiss if I didn’t mention how moved I was by the
beatification of our beloved founder, Blessed Michael J. McGivney. It is
a great moment in history for the Knights of Columbus. During this time
of pandemic it is more important now, than ever, that we hold true to
Blessed Father McGivney’s vision for the Order. Let him be an example
to all of us.

It is an honor for me to serve you as State Secretary. May you and your
families have a blessed Advent season. I want to wish each and every one
of you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Through the saints, the Church offers us
examples of men and women who went be-
fore us to serve as models. Certainly, we can
all think of some great saints, martyrs like St.
Stephen, religious founders like St. Francis of
Assisi, philosophers like St. Thomas Aquinas
or reformers like St. Theresa of Avila. While
its proper that these men and women are rec-
ognized as saints, the Church also presents us
with everyday individuals who exhibited great
sanctity. Consider the obscure nineteenth cen-
tury French nun, St. Therese of Lisieux, whose spirituality has been so
influential since her death. Or the fifteenth century peasant girl, St. Joan
of Arc, whose efforts as a teenager helped liberate France. Our founder,
now Blessed Michael McGivney, fits that idea in many ways. While he
was extraordinary in his founding of the Knights of Columbus, he was a
son of an Irish immigrant family and in most ways an average parish
priest in the late nineteenth century.

But in being an average parish priest, our founder’s saintly example
can be helpful to us in the midst of the Covid pandemic. Think about it, our
founder was an ordinary Catholic who did what he could to minister to his
parishioners. Are we not ordinary men and women seeking to do what we
can in our own parish communities? But in these times, with the restrictions
in many of our communities, we are not that different from Blessed
Michael McGivney, who was overworked and had to deal with limited
resources. Our founder had to confront a profoundly anti-Catholic culture
in the nineteenth century – not that different from the secular society of
2020 that is often anti-Catholic in its outlook.

Certainly for us these times can be trying, especially as we look to our
councils, auxiliaries, assemblies, parishes and communities and see that
many of the things that we loved to do are no longer possible in the way that
we normally did them. But Blessed Michael McGivney had to deal with
circumstances that were less than ideal as well when he helped families
who lost their breadwinner or worked with those in the local jail. Let us use
programs like the Leave No Neighbor Behind initiative, that our State
Deputy talks about in this issue, to our advantage. Consider some of the
successful programs that other councils have used that can be found within
the pages of the Mariner. While it might be hard, embrace virtual activities
when no alternatives are possible. At the very least, pray your rosary for
your parish communities and an end to Covid.

Fortunately, we are not alone in our work. The spirit of fraternity, one
of the principles of our Order, is found within the Communion of Saints as
well. Paragraph 956 of the Catechism of the Catholic Church explains the
assistance that the saints provide to us struggling on Earth as “by their
fraternal concern is our weakness greatly helped.” Those in Heaven, like
Blessed Michael McGivney, intercede for us on Earth. Perhaps the
phenomenal growth of the Knights of Columbus after his death testifies to
Blessed Michael McGivney’s intercession for us. Especially in these
times, seek out the intercession of our founder, he will not let you down.
Blessed Michael McGivney, Pray for Us!

Vivat Jesus!

By: Mike Hartig DD #9
Admittedly, the Covid-19 virus has

been a tough egg to crack, but it has
not put a stop to the important prin-
ciples of our Order. The Council
leadership, with the advice and con-
sent from their pastors, have been
guiding the way for the members to
maintain most all of the charitable
programs that are important to so
many people that depend on the
Knights. In support of the Cardinal
Glennon Hospital to the Meet Life II
ultrasound initiative, brothers and
their families are strong and firm in
their resolve to maintain our chari-
table ideals.

Although the attendance at the
monthly Zoom or in person meet-
ings may be rightfully reduced due
to health concerns for the time be-
ing, our charitable ideals are shin-
ning bright. The following are the
submitted GK Council reports.

#4387 Archbishop O’Hara, GK
Tebe Vervaecke – held socially dis-
tanced Council and Parish lecture
night about the truths and myths
concerning Covid-19. It was well at-
tended both in person and virtually.
A PDF presentation was also made
available to those that were unable
to attend that evening. For some
time now, our meetings are taking
place in person and virtually. The
members appreciate the option. An
after Mass “tootsie roll drive” along
with a modified spaghetti dinner
raised over $1300 for the PDD pro-
gram. A “baby bottle” fundraiser for
Meet Life II was held in November.

#5586 Pope John XXIII, GK
Larry Hart – has remained very
active while observing all of the
mandated coronavirus protocols. We
continue to hold our membership
meetings monthly which have been
moved from the “Knights Room” to

the gym. We held a highly success-
ful Parish Blood Drive on September
15th. We surpassed our goal of 23
units with a total of 32 units donated.
Our Tootsie Roll Drive went very
well. $1815.00 was collected to be
distributed to the disabled. Our regu-
larly scheduled highway clean-up
once again performed a great ser-
vice for our community. The mem-
bers continue to support the Parish
with the First Friday Adoration ser-
vice and weekly Rosary program.

#6550 Fr. Puetz, GK John
Cunningham – has continued to
hold the monthly membership meet-
ings while observing social distanc-
ing regulations. We were invited to
bring the Council Food Trailer to the
local winery for a  citywide charity
fundraiser. Our Meet Life II Baby
Bottle Campaign began on October
10 with donations still coming in. The
quarterly Adoration service took
place in October with reasonable
attendance due to the circum-
stances. Several members partici-
pated in the October trash pick up
day.

# 13113 Pleasant Hill,  GK Chris
Homan – In an effort to continue
staying connected to our parishio-
ners and the community, Knights of
Columbus Council 13113, in Pleas-
ant Hill Missouri, recently completed
it’s first ever drive-through fish fry on
October 30th. Due to the efforts of
our members, good publicity and
great weather, our first fish fry of this
kind was a resounding success.
Customer comments were very posi-
tive and many people expressed a
desire for the Council to continue
this great program.

Our after Mass PDD  fundraiser
went very well also. The parishio-
ners were happy to participate in this
great effort to help those in need.

COUNCIL PROGRAMS AND CHARITY
EVENTS ARE PREVAILING OVER VIRUS

Virtue of Charity ....
The virtue of charity is demon-

strated when we love God above all
things which also includes loving our
neighbors as ourselves. Growing up
in a Catholic faith-filled family, char-
ity has always been a priority. As a
child, it meant getting excited to drop
my quarters in the Sunday collec-
tion, donating old toys, adopting a
family at Christmas, and praying for
the poor. As I’ve experienced my
own personal hardships, charity has
come to mean so much more. It has
inspired me to give more of myself
and strive to do better each day. At
school, I am proud that I was chosen
to be a member of the virtue team.
This team helps other students to
learn how to live out each virtue in
their daily lives through school based
activities. I enjoy being part of the
virtue team because it has helped
me grow in my love for God too!

“We rise by lifting others.” –
Robert Ingersoll
Olivia ....

There is a special angel who
immediately came to mind when I
started to reflect on the essay topic.
My cousin, Olivia, was born on De-
cember 7, 2010, on the first snowfall
of the year. Although she only lived
to be nine days old, she continues to
inspire me each day. Every year on
Olivia’s birthday, my sister and I
purchase gifts for Olivia and donate
them to Mercy Kids Hospital. I may
not understand why Olivia was taken
from earth so soon or why my family

endured such pain and loss, but I do
know that our faith helped to heal
some of that loss and to use our
experience for the good of others.

“I can do everything through
Christ who gives me strength.” –
Philippians 4:13
Isa ....

In December of 2015, my sister,
Isa spent 5 days at Mercy Kids Hos-
pital. Every Christmas since then,
we are reminded how blessed we
are to be together and healthy. My
sister remembers what it felt like to
spend Christmas in the Hospital,
and I remember what it felt like to
wake up without her there. We col-
lect extra money and gifts (along
with our birthday gift for Olivia) for
Mercy Kids Hospital and take them
there before Christmas. It’s one of
my favorite holiday traditions. It was
the generosity of others that put a
smile on Isa’s face that year, and
now I love being able to spread that
magical feeling of Christmas. “What
if Christmas, he thought, doesn’t
come from a store. What if Christ-
mas … perhaps … means a little bit
more!” – Dr. Seuss
Ashley ....

In January of 2017, my 16 year
old neighbor was diagnosed with
leukemia. Our family started a
fundraiser called Ashley Strong. We
designed and sold T-shirts, brace-
lets, and decals. My sister and I also
made a poster to hang in our window
that read ASHLEYSTRONG to give
her encouragement every day she

left for chemotherapy. Ashley is now
in remission! When I see people
wearing those bright orange t-shirts
and bracelets, it warms my heart. I
am reminded of a quote that I have
written on my bedroom wall. “Be the
reason someone smiles today.” -
anonymous
Go Make a Difference ....

As I think about my future, I
think about a favorite song, “Go make
a difference, we can make a differ-
ence, go make a difference in the
world.” I want to continue my Catho-
lic faith and education at St. Dominic
High School. I want to grow in my
faith and explore more opportunities
to serve others. By growing in my
faith and love for God, I will grow in
my love and service to others. So
how am I an example of the virtue of
charity? I wake up every morning
and thank God for my life. I write an
inspirational quote on my dry ease
board each day to give me strength.
I am headed to Washington, D.C.
this month to participate in the March
for Life. Above all things, I stand for
life and am proud to share my love
for life and God. And by the personal
experiences already mentioned, I
am and will continue to be the best
version of myself. I might not have
changed THE world but if I can make
a difference in the life of even one
person, I know I’ve made a differ-
ence IN the world. “Not all of us can
do great things. But we can do small
things with great love.”

– Mother Teresa

Ava Vachlek Wins 2020 International Essay Contest

FR.  MICHAEL J.
MCGIVNEY GUILD

For more
information

District 37
Reports On

District Activities
By: Mike Dagestad, DD

Council  8887 Sacred Heart Val-
ley Park—Has been doing drive
through barbecue events.

Marian Council 9522—St. Jo-
seph Manchester Knights most re-
cent food drive netted 1,300 pounds
for St. Vincent DePaul and other
food pantries. 9522 held a well-at-
tended trilingual Silver Rose prayer
service. The service was done in
Spanish, English and Portuguese.
Their DD drive collected more than
last year despite this year’s tough
environment. 9522 also donated
Coats for Kids to South Side Early
Childhood Center. They also held a
Knights Family Picnic in September.

St. Alban Roe Council 12022—
Did a drive through barbecue event.

St. Clare of Assisi Council
7119—St. Clare has had two blood
drives that resulted in collection of
double the normal units donated.
DD drive was down from last year
due to a loss of a major location. The
Ladies Auxiliary held a very profes-
sional Patriotic Rosary on Novem-
ber 1st. It was well attended by both
Knights and parishioners.

Holy Infant Council 10794—Bin-
gos have been shut down because
of COVID-19. The DD drive collec-
tions were better than last year. The
Council stepped up in the area of
Leave No Neighbor Behind. Their
Blood Drive exceeded last year. The
Council held a clothing drive for the
benefit of the Veterans Hospital and
also contributed to Coats For Kids.
Holy Infant also planned a Veterans
Day event.

contact Cairman Ed Cirar
guild@mokofc.org
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STATE LIFE DIRECTOR BRIAN ZIEGLER . . .
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR MICHAEL AUCHLY SAYS:

Please pray for those that have gone
before us marked with the sign of
faith. Please notify me if there are any
omissions or errors.

Mike Deamos

Frederick D.Boschert .................... 823
David B. Flavan II .......................... 823
Reverend John “Jack” Ghio .......... 823
Kenneth R. Gutermuth .................. 823
Charles Thro ................................. 823
Robert P, Herogon ...................... 1061
Melvin J. Aubuchon ..................... 1088
Keneth E. Pace ........................... 1088
Joseph Turek .............................. 1088
William A. Wann .......................... 1088
Matthew Baumli .......................... 1339
Joe R. Helmig ............................. 1576
Ralph Struckhoff ......................... 1927
Victor G. Westhoff ....................... 1927
Richard W.Gaffney ...................... 2119
Homer R. Twenter ....................... 2261
Gerald R. Nytes .......................... 2269
Karl C. Sallee .............................. 2269
Morris H. Wessel ......................... 2269
Kenneth M. Wilmas ..................... 2269
Kenneth F. Limberg .................... 2547
Eugene L. Hofsetter .................... 4858
Carl R. Coons ............................. 4962
Gilbert “Gil” Gumbs ..................... 4962
Raymond C. Kline ....................... 4962
Harold E. Klote ............................ 4962
Lawrence T. Tholl ....................... 4962
John A. Tuccillo ........................... 4962
Leo G. Broshuis .......................... 5898
Daniel J. Drzewiecki .................... 6470
Dennis J. Dreisewerd .................. 6525
Stanley E. Martinek ..................... 6525
Donald L. McCarty ...................... 7781
Robert “Bob” Reckerd ................. 8920
Rev, Edward V, Ellman ............... 9533
Albert Bouckaert ....................... 10794
Charles T. “Chuck” Giallanzo .... 10794
Frank F. Zachnieski .................. 13270
Larry D. Shelby ......................... 15126

Season Greetings Brother Knights from the Respect Life team. It is
hard to believe December is upon us already. To
say the least it has been an unusual year in 2020.
How many of you are guilty in the past of
complaining about having meetings to go to or
fish frys or BINGOs to work for your Council?
I know I am guilty. But how many of you now are
wanting to get back to those meetings and events?
I know I sure do. Even though it’s been an
unusual year my team has still kept busy.

John Clarke did an outstanding job with the
Silver Rose program and I hope that if it was in
your area that you took time to go to the prayer services. We should be
getting a new Icon that will be traveling the State as well.

Mike Deamos unfortunately has been busy as well. I say that because
he is our sympathy card chairman and that means we are losing brother
Knights. Also don’t forget that in addition to the sympathy card if you
check the box on the bottom of the application for a $25.00 donation that
goes to Catholic Education your brother Knight will be remembered on our
State Memorial board that is present at our State meetings.

Ed Spence has been busy gathering the Roses for Life orders to ensure
councils have them for their weekend in January. Since some churches
have restrictions on things allowed inside of the church, Councils and
Brother Knights will have to get creative to get these roses signed and
delivered  to their representatives.

Lou Holtmann has done another outstanding job with our Special
Olympic program. We are pleased to announce that we have Carol Griffin
as our liaison with SOMO replacing Mary Niswonger who had done an
outstanding job working with the Knights and helping us meet our train for
life pledge. Carol has been with SOMO for 5 years and is a member of St.
Stanislaus Parish in Wardsville. So welcome Carol.

Greg Elsey is our Meet Life chairman. We are currently rolling out
Phase 2 of Meet Life. All Councils should have received an appeal letter
by now. Some donations from Councils have started coming in but we are
in desperate need of all members and Councils help. Phase 2 is vital to the
upkeep of Meet Life. It is the phase where the monies raised will be used
to replace machines when they break down, will be used to continue the
marketing and promoting of the centers and for the research of ways to keep
our centers at the top of the search engines when our clients are using
google or other electronic ways to look for abortion centers. We want to
show up first to prevent the abortions.

From my team and my family have a great Christmas season.
Vivat Jesus!

✟IN
MEMORIAM
✟ The Advent season is upon us. It is a most

holy time as we wait for the arrival, the birth of
Jesus into the world.  As we anticipate his
arrival, we should also take the time to look at
our lives, our families and our communities.  We
should look at where we as individuals can make
a difference for the good in ourselves, our fami-
lies and our communities.  One of the best things
we can do for our neighbors is to offer them
memberships into the Knights of Columbus.
Even during this time of pandemic, we can still
reach out and make sure that all of our neighbors are safe and have the
essentials they need regardless if we are physically attending Council
meetings or not.  While doing this, we remind them of the benefits of
membership in the Knights and ask them to join us.

Supreme has extended the offer of FREE first year of membership
when a man joins online using the MCGIVNEY2020 code.  This is valid
through December 31, 2020.  Once he has joined via the online member-
ship process, your Council simply needs to transfer his membership to the
local Council and prorate his dues for the next year.  What a wonderful gift
to offer every Catholic man!  The only thing you need to do is make sure
that every Catholic man in your parish is aware of this and is personally
asked to join. Put this in your local bulletin, advertise it on your information
boards, print up a free membership coupon and send it in a Christmas card
to all men in your parish that are not Knights.

Go to the mirror and ask yourself, “Have I asked three different
Catholic men to join the Knights of Columbus during the past 90 days?”
If the answer is no, I want to challenge you to change your answer to this
question 90 days from now.  In other words, get out there and simply ask.
You do not have to be physically at the church to ask. You could ask
neighbors, co-workers, delivery drivers, the mailman, your barber, dry
cleaner attendant, or any male who is a practical Catholic.

I have never understood why Knights will not ask men at mass to join
our Order.  You walk into mass and start by saying, “I confess to almighty
God and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have greatly sinned in my
thoughts and in my words, in what I have done, and in what I have failed
to do; through my fault, through my fault, through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin, all the Angels and Saints, and
you, my brothers and sisters, to pray for me to the Lord our God.”  So those
men you are unwilling to ask are the same ones you call a “brother” and
have the nerve to pray for you.  Yet you aren’t willing to ask them to join
a brotherhood whose sole purpose and mission is to “…build a bridge back
to faith.  There is much good and necessary work to be done in this world,
and that’s what Knights do every day.”  To the Knight who says, “I don’t
know what to talk about when asking men to join.”  The answer is simple.
Talk about your positive experience in the Knights. Why did you join?
What keeps you active? Basically, speak from the heart. There is no
specific script.  Be honest and open for there is no wrong answer. However,
you have to approach the topic of conversation by asking.

So, what are you going to do during the next 90 days? Hopefully, you
will ask three Catholic men to join an organization that stands in support
of the fundamentals of our faith, Holy Father, Bishops, and Priests.

Our current membership incentives include the Council that recruits
the largest percentage of their membership goal in this second quarter will
receive $300. The Council that recruits the second largest percentage of
their membership goal in the second quarter will receive $200. The Council
that recruits the third largest percentage of their membership goal in the
second quarter will receive $100. Also, the member who recruits the most
members between July 1, 2020 and March 31, 2021 will receive the honor
of being a delegate to the Supreme Convention in August.

We need to be asking every eligible Catholic man in our parishes to
join the Knights of Columbus.  Ask your priest to show the Into the Breach
trailer after mass and invite everyone to stay.  Sit down with your priest and
compare the church roster with your local membership roster.  Send the
free membership code to all that are not Knights.  Place an ad in your local
bulletin with a contact number for your Council that parishioners can call
if they are in need of any sort of help during this pandemic and holiday
season.  Make sure that you are keeping the Knights name visible in the
parish and your community while helping to take care of your neighbors.
It’s these kinds of positive activities in support of your faith that help make
men and their families want to join the Knights of Columbus.  As always,
please remember to Celebrate Everything!

The Rusty and Katharine McLouth Family have been
chosen the September Family of the Month by the State Direc-
tors of the Knights of Columbus.  Rusty and Katharine have two
daughters Cassidy and Keely. Rusty is a member of Council
Pope Pius XII 4962 in Raytown.  He and his family have been
very active with the Knights for many years and assist with many
of the Council yearly activities.

Rusty has held the office of Deputy Grand Knight in the
Council. The family has helped for many years with the council
fish fries. Rusty has assisted for several years with the Develop-
mental Disabilities Drive in October, each fall by helping with
Triple D tootsie roll drives.

The family has also helped with other fundraising by selling
wreaths. Rusty and Katharine have helped with many taco
dinners to raise money for the Council and parish. Last year
Rusty and Katharine catered a spaghetti dinner and a Religious
Appreciation dinner for the parish.

Rusty is a lector at St. Bernadette’s Parish.  He also serves
the parish as a cantor and Eucharistic Minister.  Katharine also
serves the parish as a lector and Eucharistic Minister.  Following
in the footsteps of her parents, daughter Cassidy also serves as
a lector.  Cassidy and her sister Keely also volunteer as servers
at masses.

September Family Rusty and Katharine McLouth

The Summer of 2020 has come
to an end, we have only started Fall
already and we have tasted Winter.

One Council in the District has
begun its rehearsals walking through
the Exemplification so all are com-
fortable in skillfully presenting their
parts in a solemn and dignified man-
ner. By the time you read this, Coun-
cil #6525 expects to have brought
several new Knights into the Order.

St. Marys’ Council #6644 Hawk
Point suspended since April 1, 1994
has had the remaining 12 members
on its roster merged into Sacred
Heart Council #6525 Troy by ap-
proval of the Supreme Board of Di-
rectors October 9th.

Council #1928 Bowling Green -
The Council working in the areas of
Faith and Family has supported four
evening Rosary Processions. Be-

ginning in August with The Assump-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, in
September Our Lady of Sorrows,
October Our Lady of the Rosary and
in November All Saints’ Day brought
out the young thru the seniors 150 to
200 strong.

The processions took place in
different area of the St. Clement
Parish & Council grounds as well as
through the downtown of Bowling
Green. The activity attracted not only
locals but participants from surround-
ing Parishes and Councils.

Even before Covid-19 the Parish
School recognized the need of com-
puters and internet access for the
children in the parish in a rural com-
munity and now with the pandemic
the need has become a near neces-
sity. The 100-year old Council see-
ing the urgency of the situation

started a raffle to raise $30,000, the
parish and community supporting
the effort to its success.

Still additional funds were needed
and two donors each have provided
$5,000 and the Council has voted to
fund the effort with up to $7,000 to
make it a done deal and it is ex-
pected by the time you read this the
technology will be in practice.

Council #6473 Louisiana  - The
Council has managed to hold its
monthly meetings in this period of
Covid-19. Being a small Council as
to members social distancing has
been practiced.

In the area of Community the
Council has conducted trash pick-
up on several blocks in Louisiana.
Support for Pro-Life has been on
their agenda by raising funds through
a Fish Fry supporting Life.

Charles Lenau Reporting From District #30
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a Happy 2020 Advent Season. Here are a couple prays to share with you All for this
Advent Season. Pray for openness to the Holy Spirit’s guidance; Pray for purity so you
can grow as a person and encounter God more fully; Pray for strong relationships with
other people in the bond for a loving community; and Pray for confidence in God’s love
for you and trust in His power to work things out for the best in your life. Also please
remember these four words as we go through Advent this year: Hope, Faith, Joy & Peace.
I would like to highlight Father Joseph Weber, Jr. who is our Msgr. Joseph Mancuso
Catholic Education Grants Chairman. Father Weber does a fantastic job leading and
making sure these grants are provided to well deserving programs year after year. Below
his information that may be useful for your successful submittal for these grants.

Providing a strong Catholic education for our youth has always been a priority of the Missouri State Knights of
Columbus. Beginning in 1984, Msgr. Joseph Mancuso spearheaded a drive to establish a $1,000,000 Trust Fund
to support and fund Catholic education programs around the state. Since 1990 interest earned from this fund has
provided over $700,000 in grants to Catholic schools and parish-based religious programs. During the 2019-2020
fraternal year, this program was able to provide grants totaling $50,000 to almost 100 education programs
throughout the four dioceses and archdiocese in Missouri. Catholic schools, which include pre-schools, parochial
schools and high schools along with K-12 religious education programs can apply for either a $500 or $1000 grant.
Application forms are available on the State Council website under the forms section and are due, no later then
March 1st – no late forms will be accepted. While electronic submissions are highly preferred, if you have issues
with the online form please contact Father Weber. Please follow the criteria precisely. Please Follow Grant
Criteria when submitting your application. • Make sure it deals with a specifically Catholic dimension of
education which is in conformity with the Magisterium of the Catholic Church. • Would it affect a high percentage
of the potential number of students enrolled or other persons involved. • Does this program show promise of
continuing after the initial funding is expended. • Does not merely replace what is an expected service or does
it offer an improved dimension (supplements basic programs, does not supplant, or initiates a needed program).
• Could it be replicated in other Catholic educational settings. • Show clearly the basis of need for this project.
• Show clearly the inability of the local setting to meet this need. • Would it be implemented by personnel with
appropriate background and expertise. • Is the submittal accompanied by a budget which meets requirements and
includes no request for overhead expenses. • Show the program offers matching effort (not necessarily financial)
on the local level to the extent possible. Please contact Father Weber at catholicedgrants@mokofc.org or myself
with any questions. Also don’t forget to submit your application before the deadline of March1, 2021. No Late
Applications will be accepted. Don’t forget about a personal donation to the State Council - Missouri Knights of
Columbus using the new online system at https://www.continuetogive.com/ during our time staying closer to
home. Your donations can be directed to any of the many Missouri Knights Programs that we have here. Thank
You All for your support. The Team members with Faith Activities are always here to serve you. “Strengthening
Our Faith, Journeying with Our Families”. Please begin preparing early for this year’s activities for your Councils,
this is important for your success in the future. I pray for All to be safe, healthy and “Keep Christ in Christmas”.
Thank You All and God Bless.

Knights families, maybe – probably? –you,
your family or your neighborhood has been touched
by the pestilence of Covid-19.  Councils have
come together to support one another and support
impacted families in their local communities.  I
talked tonight to a Brother Knight who is recover-
ing from Covid-19 infection.  We offer not only
our help but our prayers to lift each other up.

Matt Gray will soon be writing to each of you
to ask for your help for our wheelchair mission
and prison concern.  Thanks to your past generosity.  We will soon receive
another truckload of wheelchairs, and wheelchairs are definitely available
for anyone who needs one in our community.  Matt is looking for a few
places to store some of these wheelchairs so that they can be closer to
people who need one – right now, anyone who needs a wheelchair needs
basically to come to Matt in St. Louis.

In particular, then, we’re looking for wheelchair depots in other areas
of the state, so potential donees or their Knights sponsors might not need
to travel so far for our assistance.  Even if parish restrictions keep us from
having a Wheelchair Sunday until later in this fraternal year, the mission
to provide mobility to all of our neighbors regardless of need, needs your
support.  So does Prison Concern, where we support charities including
Agape House, which provides temporary housing to families while they
visit incarcerated relatives.

Coats for Kids has kicked off but there is still time to get cases of coats
to help the children in your community get outdoors (where it’s much safer
from Covid) and enjoy some of God’s green spaces even though it’s cold
outside – and we know it will be once winter starts.  Last year we ordered
317 cases of coats from Supplies Online; this year, through October, we’ve
ordered only 79 so far.  The turnaround for coats from Supreme fulfillment
is two weeks from order to shipping, plus some time for delivery.

Developmental Disabilities Drive proceeds continue to arrive.  The
deadline for Final Reports to be filed is December 1.  Final reports final
values should match the final value of the check each Council is sending
to Columbian Charities.  Card donations are predictably up from last year
and are still available through our portal, www.continuetogive.com/
4861926.  Card donations will be available and added to each Council’s
final total & made available for turnaround funds.

Need a fundraising idea?  Quite a few Councils were successful in DD.
Drive season with drive-by feeds, where pre-packaged meals were

available in the parish parking lot or at a popular street corner for families
in your community to support the Knights by picking up modestly-priced
dinners.  People are getting tired of eating their own cooking and will take
advantage of the opportunity to help your Council and their neighbors
given the chance!  Masked feed workers are important to maintain the
customers’ confidence in some communities.

Blood donors are also in short supply, so if your Council can’t have
a blood drive in your parish hall because of Covid-related closures, take it
on yourself to be a hero and contact the blood center nearest to you to go
into their facility to donate.  Unlike coats, wheelchairs, Tootsie Rolls,
prison concern – blood drives are free.  Basketball Free Throw is also
free, and while there won’t be any state or regional competitions this year,
Districts and Councils can have the contest where they feel it is safe to do
so.  District medals are available from Supplies Online.  Send us news of
your Free Throw contests and all your other activities as visitor posts on
Facebook and with pictures to the Mariner, and continue to check out
regular improvements to our state website, mokofc.org.

Ennis Wm. Hinkebein II – State Athletics Chairman
342 Hidden Meadows Drive, Jackson, MO   63755

Phone:  (home) 573-243-3367 or (cell) 573-450-4719,  E-mail:  eenie9@yahoo.com

By: Jack McClanahan, DD
The Councils in district 15 have

worked their way through the Co-
rona virus and are now fired up and
making progress in their individual
Councils.

7442-The Willow Springs Coun-
cil over the last few month’s have
lost four of their members: Ernest
Beljean, Bob Cropper, Kent Batson,
and Tony Friga. May they rest in
peace.  Mick Gilliam had his annual
BBQ at his home with a great turn-
out, with ribs being prepared by Larry
Simon. Delicious food and fellow-
ship.  The Council won the member-
ship incentive award receiving a
check from Supreme for $250. New
member Ed Steinbrunner attended
his first Council meeting and was
welcomed by all.  A pre-game dinner
was served to the Willow Springs
football team.  Tootsie roll drive was
held October 9-11 with good suc-
cess.  With covid-19 they decided to
stay in their parishes for their fund
raising. The Council committed to
donating $1,000 to Columbian Chari-
ties regardless of tootsie roll collec-
tion. Also, during the Saturday of
tootsie roll weekend, a highway
clean-up was performed. Two fish
and shrimp drive thru dinners were
served in October. Father Wall is
leading the council in discussions of
Into The Breach after each meeting.

The Council is sponsoring a Mass
in celebration of the beatification of
Father Michael J. McGivney on Oc-
tober 31st.

9170-The Ava Council held a spa-
ghetti dinner for the high school foot-
ball team with Father Leo
Arockiasamy leading the dinner with
prayer. The council is staying in con-
tact with their seminarian through
cards and financial contributions.
Council participated in the annual
tootsie roll drive. The Council lead 3
rosaries for the parish before Mass’.

The Council provided ushers for
Mass as well as song leaders and
lecturers.

9892-The Council returned to ac-
tive duty July 1st after covid-19 re-

strictions, teaching PSR classes, as-
sisting with needed repairs to the
parish, assisted in outdoor mainte-
nance for Assisted Living center,
and built service storage bins for
church use.  The Council purchased
food for the homeless and women’s
shelter. Served as greeters after
masses on a weekly basis, led the
parish in Rosaries for the month of
October and other special occasions,
serve on the parish Council and help
with financials for the parish. A Knight
family of the month was nominated.

The Council continued with their
support of their seminarian through
contact and financial contributions.
Picked up flowers for decorating the
altar at church and buying supplies
for the church.  Restarted the Coun-
cil bowling league for fellowship of
Council members. Provided funds
for the local School Bridges Pro-
gram.

12650-This Council continues to
provide financial support to their
seminarian Nick Zummo who is now
in Theology 2.  A birthday card was
sent to him in October. The Council
donated to the Past State Deputy
Bob Hawkins testimonial dinner. A

letter of thanks was received from
the Life House Crises Maternity
Home for the Council’s recent dona-
tion. All the tootsie rolls for the dis-
trict were ordered by 12650 to help
illuminate shipping costs.  Forms for
distribution of tootsie roll funds were
completed. The Council has put to-
gether an exemplification team and
are ready to carry out their First
Degree. The Council is working to
set-up a blood drive come February.
New revised fundraisers being dis-
cussed in keeping with covid-19 re-
strictions. The PRC banquet was
attended by the Council and after
being requested to donate a gun for
their raffle, the Council agreed. It
was decided to continue with the
free-throw contest both locally and
for the district.

As needed the Knights are help-
ing around the parishes with what-
ever project Father Roy deems nec-
essary to help keep costs down at
the three parishes served by 12650.

*The Knights of the district put
covid-19 behind them and picked up
where they left off helping the par-
ishes and communities.  A great job
by all.*

District 15 Fired Up And Making Progress

Hosted by:
St. Joseph Council #6420
Location: Scott City KC Hall
                Scott City, MO
Contact : Brian Ziegler
Phone: 1-573-450-4902

2021 Cornhole Tournament
February 12-13-14, 2021
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Silver Rose presentation at Immaculate Conception associated with 2027 Bonnots Mill. Pictured: Richard
Wieberg DD#20, Tom Jansen Grand Knight, Lanie Jansen daughter of Grand Knight, Ed DeOrnelles
Immediate Past Grand Knight, Dennis Kramer Treasurer, Pat Muenks Recorder, William Cooley Financial
Secretary.

Immaculate Conception Parish Receives Silver Rose
Four Chaplains #13901 Help With 5-K

The Silver Rose was held at
Monett Council 1075, Pierce City
Council 7130, & Mount Vernon Coun-
cil 7516. Between the three Councils
there were 186 participants present.
In Monett Council 1075, GK William
Gilliam and wife Rebecca Gilliam
read the story of the Silver Rose and
the meeting of Juan Diego and Our
Lady of Guadalupe. D.W. Richard
McNerney lead the rosary and the
music was played by his wife Joan.

In Pierce City Council 7130, Fr.
Matt Rehrauer had a full mass with
the story of the Silver Rose and the
meeting of Juan Diego and Our Lady
of Guadalupe, read by William Gilliam
Grand Knight of Monett. In Mount
Vernon GK Kurt M. Violett read the
story and lead the Rosary.

From the DD 14 Edward Velten,
would like to thank Councils 7516,
1075, and 7130 for their help with the
Silver Rose Program.

Congratulations goes out to Ladies Aux Bishop Wurm Council #1376
for attaining a Bronze Award for 2019-2020. L to R Janet Blair,
President along with SOMO Chairman Lou Holtmann.

Bishop Wurm Council 1376 Auxiliary
Receives Bronze SOMO Award

Pictured upper left: DD Edward Velten, G.K. Andy Parrigon, Father
Matt Rehrauer. Pictured upper right:  G.K. William Gilliam, G.K.
Andy Parrigon, Father Matt Rehrauer. Pictured above: DD Ed.
Velten and participants.

From L to R: Mike Meyer, GK of FLW #13901, Korey Wessel, Eliseo
Peralta, and PGK Bob Kirsch.The first fraternal activity for the month
was assisting our local Pregnancy Resource Center annual 5K Run/
Walk for life. Brother Knights assisted with marking the route, provid-
ing refreshments, serving a meal and cleanup after the event. Several
Knights also participated in the Run/Walk with Br. Eliseo Peralta
placing 2nd and Br. Korey Wessel placing 3rd for their respective age
groups for the 5K run.

Silver Rose Visits Ed Velten District #14

As the Knights of Columbus continue to stand front and center in the
fight to end abortion,  Missouri Council #6550 in Harrisonville hosted
a parish prayer service for the National Day of Remembrance for
Aborted Children. The prayer service was arranged by their Respect
Life Director Darrell Leis and Chaplain Fr. Dan. Reardon.
As we feature Harrisonville Council #6550 as an example for recog-
nition in the Mariner we know all Knights, Ladies Auxiliary and the
Catholic Community at large will never stop their hard work toward
ending the taking of innocent life. Thank you to all who stand up for
the values of the Knights of Columbus  and Fr. Michael McGivney in
protecting the unborn. Vivat Jesus!

National Day of Remembrance Prayer Service
Hosted by Council #6550 in Harrisonville

Fort Leonard Wood Area Knights Step Up

If they did not do enough for our  blessed country already! We can
not begin to thank these brave men and women, in our military,  at this
time for their service in protecting our country. Not only protecting our
country but finding the time in their busy schedules to help God’s
Special People during the recent Triple D Drive.

The Missouri Knights of Columbus want to give a big shout out to
the men and women from the Fort Leonard Wood area, our own Four
Chaplains Council in DD#17 Mitch Passini’s District. You set an
example for all to see by your selfish dedication. We thank you for your
service in faith to God, family and country. The Missouri Knights will
always have your back and pray for your safety during your service.
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By Darryl Holtmeyer DD
District #24 Food for Families

project:  Journey For Charity Tractor
Cruise

District #24 is pleased to report
that we had another successful year
with our Journey for Charity, Tractor
Cruise a project to support the
Knights of Columbus Food for Fami-
lies program.  This was the 13th year
for this project and “13” was not an
unlucky number for us, as the event
was a complete success.  This project
is a combined effort by all the Coun-
cils in District #24, plus St. Clair
Council #4667 from District #25.

Participants this year included
175 tractor drivers, along with sev-
eral food collection and support ve-
hicles which traveled on the 30-mile
journey.  Each driver pays an entry
fee to participate in the event.  Driv-
ers receive a choice of a hat or tee
shirt along with a dinner for their
entry fee.  Drivers are also encour-

aged to seek sponsors and request
donations which are then distributed
by the Knights to local food pantries.
Two separate routes were available
and used this year, providing an
option for drivers to travel through
Franklin or Warren Counties before
combining in Washington, MO.  Our
journey again ended at the KC Hall
and Grounds located in Washing-
ton, MO.  The grounds permitted us
to have a display and show of the
tractors participating in the event.  In
addition, there was a Kiddie tractor
pull enjoyed by children from all over
Franklin and Warren counties.

Each year there is also a barbe-
cue pork steak dinner served to all
drivers and available for purchase
by their families and visitors.  This
year’s proceeds totaled $37,800
cash, plus approximately 3800
pounds of non-perishable food col-
lected along the tractor cruise route.

Councils participating in this

District #24 Food For Families Project: Journey For Charity Tractor Cruise
year’s event were #1121 Fr. Seisl,
Washington, #1927 Fr. Bertens,
Dutzow, #1576 Fr. Matauscheck,
Union, #7475 Pope John Paul I,
New Haven, #8073 Msgr. Hildner,
Villa Ridge, #16213 Msgr. Westhoff,
Krakow, and #4667 Bishop Leo
Steck, St. Clair.

Many of each Councils Brother
Knights volunteer and work very hard
to make this event a huge success.
A lot goes on behind the scenes.
Each Council gives their share of
the total proceeds from this event,
both cash and food collected, to
local food pantries within in their
area.  In the 13 years this project has
been in existence we have collected
a combined total of $307,800 in cash
donations and a combined total of
24,800 pounds of non-perishable
food. The project committee is al-
ready planning next year’s event
which will be held on September 12,
2021, the Sunday after Labor Day.

  Top Left: A few of the tractor
fleet who participated along the
scenic route. Top Right: On dis-
play during the ride were a large
donation of canned goods.
 Bottom Left:  Blessing of the
Fleet by Deacon Randy Maune
before the start of the 2020 cruise.
   Make plans to attend next year’s
Journey for Charity Tractor Cruise
to be held onSeptember 12, 2021.

Recently  Joseph Gerke Assembly #3080 in Harrisonville held a Flag
retirement ceremony. With this ceremony the locals in Harrsionville
can boast of their own priest and Assembly/Council Chaplain retired
Lt. Commander Fr. Dan Reardon (bottom photo). (top photo members
of  Assembly #3080 make preparation for the retirement event) We
thank Fr. Dan Reardon for his service to his God, Country, Assembly
and Council.

Council 10381 Mary, Mother of the Church in Laurie, MO presented a
check for $5000 to Jim Nevins the President of the Board of Directors
of Community for Christ. Great work Mary Mother of Church Council.
Masks were removed for photo.

Council #2269 in O’Fallon proudly
announces Ava Vachalek as this
years winner of the Supreme
Council Essay Contest. O’Fallon
Council presents Ava  Vachalek
and her family. Left to Right: Zach
Vachalek, Bonnie Molitor, Ava
Vachalek, Hubie Molitor, Julie
Vachalek and then Isa Vachalek
(sister) in front. Please read the
winning International Essay on
Mariner Page 3. Congratulations
Ava from Missouri Knights and
Auxiliary on your success. Mask
were removed for photo.

B. W. Robinson State School
In Rolla Receives $580.00 from
Knights of Columbus Council
#5401 St. Robert Bellarmine in St.
Robert, MO.

Chairman Adam Sadowski
and GK Herb Hiatt present TR
Drive check to Patricia Mathis
Secretary of  B. W. Robinson State
School in Rolla. The funding from
St. Bellarmine council  will go to
defray cost for the students.

They currently have 15
Pulaski County students attend-
ing B.W.Robinson State School.
Even during the Covid 19 pan-
demic the Knights of Columbus
find a way to help those in need.

B. W. Robinson State School Receives Funds Council  #5401

Ava Vachalek Wins International Essay Contest

Mary, Mother of the Church Laurie #10381
Awards Funding To Community For Christ

Joseph Gerke Assembly #3080
Holds Flag Retirement Ceremony

CEMETERY OF THE INNOCENT

If you are traveling along I-55 in Southeast Missouri(Cape Girardeau)
please take a moment to view the Cemetery of the Innocent. The
Cemetery feature crosses to mark the taking of life from the most
innocent of our society. If you have time in your travel pull over, stop
and say a prayer in the gazebo. If you do not have time,  say a silent
prayer for the unborn as you pass through, on your journey.
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Enriching our Faith through JOY
At the time of writing this Mariner article, our

Founder Venerable Michael J. McGivney was
just raised to the honor of Blessed Michael J.
McGivney. If you were like me, I was fascinated
with all of the programs surrounding this event
and also of the miracle surrounding his Beatifi-
cation. I watched though in earnest when I
watched a program about Fr. McGivney’s life
presented by scholars from the Catholic Univer-
sity.  I thought as a longtime Knight of Colum-
bus that I would have probably known most

about his life’s work but I was captured by the works of him as a Parish
Priest and of his vision of the Knights of Columbus and the many works that
we carry on to this day. I found a parallel with Fr. McGivney’s parish work
and the work that Missouri’s own Religious Information Bureau has done
in the past and currently doing for evangelization of our Catholic Faith.
The Missouri RIB program began in May of 1944, only 54 years after Fr.
McGivney’s death.  Under the term of then State Deputy Robert M. Guion,
the Catholic Advertising plan was proposed to then Archbishop Glennon
in St. Louis and was approved as funds were much needed in evangeliza-
tion.  Partnering with Confraternity Home Study Service which was
founded by the Vincentians in 1935, ads were placed in secular magazines
reaching most households in the USA. From 1948 to 1971 over six million
people responded to the ads, requesting pamphlets or enrolling in the
instruction course to learn more about the Catholic Faith. In 1947 the
Catholic Advertising plan was changed to the current name Religious
Information Bureau (RIB).  In 1991, the Vincentian Community moved
Confraternity Home Study from Lindell Boulevard in St. Louis to St.
Mary’s Seminary in Perryville and changed its name to Catholic Home
Study (CHS). The Missouri RIB was such a success that the Supreme
Council started the Catholic Information Service (CIS) in 1953 and
modeled it after our program. As you all may know, the Missouri Religious
Information Bureau program grew through the years in their evangeliza-
tion efforts working with the Vincentians and Catholic Home Study.

In 2018, the Catholic Home Study decided to move into a different
direction and our then Missouri leadership turned to support our Dioceses
and Archdiocese with the Religious Information Bureau. So, through the
years and currently, your Council, Auxiliary and personal support has been
doing the evangelization and parish support just as Blessed Fr, McGivney
was doing and I know that he would be so proud of the work we are doing
in Missouri.

On that note, I and our RIB team are truly thankful for the outstanding
support so far with the Fall RIB Appeal contributions.  If you have put your
appeal letter aside and have not donated yet, I encourage you to make a
donation in the name and honor of Blessed Fr. McGivney. During this
pandemic, like Fr. McGivney went though, our financial support is needed
more than ever as our Dioceses and Parishes struggle with formation to
their parishioners.  The programs that each Diocese and Archdiocese have
chosen are modeled to do just that formation.  If you want to make an online
donation, you can do that at: www.continuetogive.com/rib.  You can do a
onetime donation or a monthly donation.  In the message section of your
online donation put in your Council number so your Council will get credit.
You can also put in the message section, Blessed Fr. McGivney, Pray for
Us! Or if you are sending in your contribution, write Blessed Fr. McGivney,
Pray for Us on the backside of the envelope and I’m sure it will be noticed
by the postal workers. If your Council, Auxiliary or Assembly has made
plans to be 100%, 125% or even higher of your RIB quota, that is
outstanding and we are looking forward to your donations!

Vivat Jesus!  Blessed Fr. McGivney, Pray for Us!

     It is time to start thinking about scholarships! The Missouri State Council
awards a total of eleven (11) scholarships each year. Each scholarship has an annual
award of $1500, payable in installments of $750 per semester.
•  Four Luke E. Hart Memorial Scholarships. The recipients must attend one of the
branches of the University of Missouri:  Columbia, St. Louis, Rolla, or Kansas City.
If fewer than four qualified applicants apply, then these scholarships may be awarded
as specified for Missouri State Scholarships.
• Three Missouri State Scholarships. The recipients may attend any accredited
University or College within the state of Missouri.
•  Three Vocation Scholarships. The recipients may attend any accredited seminary

or college of their choice to study for a vocation to the religious life. If no applications are received from applicants
desiring to study for a vocation to the priesthood or to serve in a religious community, then these scholarships
may be awarded to other applicants with preference given to those attending Catholic institutions.

•  One Tech School Scholarship. The recipient may attend any accredited Technical School. These are
normally two-year programs.

The student must be a member of the Knights of Columbus; the son, daughter, or wife of a member of the
Knights of Columbus in good standing; the son, daughter, or non-remarried wife of a deceased member of the
Knights of Columbus; a member of a Ladies Auxiliary of a Missouri Knights Council; a Squire or Columbus Girl
in good standing attested to by the Chief Counselor and GK; or a minor child whose legal guardian is a member
of the Knights of Columbus.  The membership requirements do not apply to Vocation applicants.

Scholarship winners are selected on the basis of Catholic citizenship, community service, scholarship, and
financial need, by a committee appointed by the State Deputy.  All scholarships are for Missouri residents.
Payments are made directly to the institution. Completed applications using only the 2020-2021 application form,
available from the state website, and required certification forms must be postmarked no later than February 20,
2021. For questions contact Rocky Gambon at scholarships@mokofc.org

Food for Families is committed to ending hunger in local communities. Councils across the state of Missouri
should seriously consider this program.  Last year 70 Councils participated and generated 157,860 pounds of food
donated $127,601.00 and had accumulated volunteer 78,066 hours. How this program works is Councils and
assemblies raise funds to support their local food pantries, food banks and soup kitchens.  Now every $500 or
1,000 pounds of food donated, the Supreme Council will refund $100 back to the Council up to a maximum of
$500 per Council per fraternal year.

This activity, once the forms are submitted to supreme will have two credits toward the Family Activity
requirements for the Columbian Award. In 2019 twenty Councils received credit for completing the Featured
Program. If you have questions please contact Chairman Bill Lee,  816-316-6122.
Family Prayer Night

Catholics often struggle with the reality that they do not have the opportunity to socialize and/or pray with
other faith-filled Catholic families.  It can be quite a challenge to raise our children in the faith when their only
exposure comes from mom and dad. Family Prayer night is an opportunity for children to be exposed to regular
people living their faith in a casual setting. This is an opportunity for Council members, their families, and the
whole parish community to come together once a month for an evening of prayer, dinner and fellowship.
Good Friday Family Promotion

Despite Good Friday’s central role in the heart of Christianity, attendance at services remains low.  In an effort
to change this, Councils can encourage participation in Good Friday services through a promotional campaign.
In an effort to increase parish attendance and involvement, Councils can conduct a promotional campaign to
educate their parishes on the vital importance of Good Friday. Setting an example for their community, Knights
can attend Good Friday services with their families and work with their pastors to encourage increased parishioner
involvement at these liturgies.  In conjunction with these efforts, Councils  can work to educate their parishes
about the plight of Christians in the Holy Land and other areas around the world where Christians are persecuted
for their faith.

#6550 Fr. Puetz - Harrisonville Honors
Retired Lt. Commander Fr. Dan Reardon

At the recent Veterans
Day Parade held on
November 11, 2020
6550 honored Retired
Lt. Commander Fr. Dan
Reardon. Fr. Dan was
in the Navy, traveled all
over the world during
his career. He sup-
ported the US Navy and
US Marine Corp. We
thank Fr. Dan Reardon
for his service to his
faith, his country, and
Council 6550 Fr. Puetz.
Father is shown with his
trusty sidekicks Gabriel
and St. Agnes.

MAKE PLANS TO ATTEND THE
2021 KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS

STATE CONVENTION IN
JEFFERSON CITY, MO

APRIL 24-25, 2021

The Right Arm of our Pastor
Knights of Columbus - St. Robert Bellarmine 1475 - Blue Springs

Fr. Rocha preparing for Mass in
March streaming on Facebook.

The early months of 2020 for the
Knights of St. Robert Bellarmine,
were just like many of the Councils.
Just off a great win by the City’s
beloved Kansas City Chiefs in the
Super Bowl, and a prayerful begin-
ning to Lent 2020, our world changed.
It was early March when it was made
known that Masses would not be
attended in person, and that a Spe-
cial Dispensation was given by our
Bishop for the faithful’s mass obliga-
tion in the Kansas City and St. Jo-
seph Diocese.

The Knights sprang into action,
and began streaming daily mass
from the Rectory where Father
Rocha held mass in the small chapel
there. This was done from
cellphones, and even our very own
Father Rocha’s cellphone when
needed.  The Knights worked along
with members of the Parish to pub-
lish daily Mass to the St. Robert
Bellarmine Facebook page, as well
as Father Rocha’s Personal
Facebook page.

The Knights helped get the Word

View from Holy Mass with IPAD
setup to stream for those unable
to attend.

to the Parishioners and the world,
regularly having over 100 views, and
Interactions.

 As the Pandemic continued, and
we were able to slowly bring small
numbers of worshipers back, a more
permanent solution was needed to
get Holy Mass streamed from the
Altar to the Faithful.

The Knights again donated tal-
ent, equipment and time in partner-
ship with the parishioners and staff
of St. Roberts. We began streaming
to St. Roberts church webpage, as
well as St. Roberts Facebook.  The
permanent solution required a new
look at the infrastructure, and pub-
lishing of the steaming content.
IPADs, and Director Software were
loaded, and we started streaming, to
100’s.  While the sanctuary was of-
ten very sparsely populated in the
early months, we are gaining the
Faithful back a weekend at a time.

As we continue to experience this

pandemic, we are moving forward
with confidence.  The lessons of the
up’s and down’s clearly helping to
form the base on our experience,
while the tumultuous time’s continue.
We know we will get through this
together, as One Body, Forever in
Christ Jesus.  We are the right arm
of our Pastor!!  We remember, our
Founders works of Charity, Unity,
and Fraternity.  –GK Mark Coleman
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STATE LADIES
AUXILIARY

CHAIRCOUPLE
RON & AMY MATHIAS

   Greetings to all.  Amy and I hope
you are having a wonderful fall,

and finding ways to stay busy as we are still in these trying times. We also
hope this finds you all doing well, and staying healthy. We have finished
all of the Area Meetings for the State. We have now had the privilege of
attending all of the area meetings by way of Zoom. This was a good way
to talk to old friends and to meet some new ones. We are continually
amazed at all of the great work the Ladies of the State of Missouri do, and
the creative ways you have stayed busy in your communities during this
more than different year. This has been a great experience.

 Amy and I are very appreciative and thankful for all of the warmth
and hospitality which was shown to us during all of the meetings. You all
have gone out of your way to make us feel we are a part of your area no
matter how we visit with you. There are so many great programs and
activities the ladies are involved in. You all should be very proud of the
great things you do and are accomplishing. We would also like to thank
all of the State Officers, Chairman, District Deputies, and fellow Knights
who also attended the meetings. You were able to help bring even more
information and support to the great efforts the Ladies Auxilaries accom-
plish.

Amy and I will be getting the boxes mailed out very soon with all of
your awards and forms. Remember we are offering an incentive for the
highest percentage growth in membership for the year and looking of idea
for other incentives. Please send us your ideas. Please also make a great
effort to increase your membership with the new rules for membership.
Together I know we can reach the goal of a 5 percent increase in
membership across the State.

We hope you all have a safe, blessed, and enjoyable fall. We hope to
be able to see you all in person in the very near future.

By: Mike Koch, DD and Jim
Paunicka

Bishop John Wurm Council
#1376 – Council 1376 had a suc-
cessful BBQ in Sept. and ramped up
distribution of Special Olympics raffle
tickets.  Brother Gerry Wolosyk was
able to sell $560 worth of tickets on
his own and  our Council sent SOMO
a check for $820 to support their
athletes. We have acquired all ma-
terials necessary to form our degree
team and are in the process of imple-
menting this. We have several appli-
cants and have welcomed 4 trans-
fers into our Council.

We hosted a praying of the Fatima
Rosary again this year. There were
15 participants from several differ-
ent parishes and the rosary was
again led by Brother Chris Cordia on
our front lawn in front of the Blessed
Mother statue.  Since the rosary was
held the same day as our BBQ, we
were able to entice the attendees to
enjoy lunch with our Council. Their
attendance, along with a surge of
regulars, resulted in our Oct. BBQ
being the most successful we have
had since re-starting years ago, ac-
cording to Chairman Charlie Blair.

Per the plan reported in August,
Sir Jerry and Lady Reggie Reich
composed an invitation and designed
a voucher to be sent to our local
religious to attend any of our monthly
BBQ’s in lieu of the usual Apprecia-
tion Dinner.  Copies of the documen-
tation were provided to the other
Councils in our district.

We held our Tootsie Roll fund
raiser at the St. John’s Schnuck’s
store the weekend of 16-18 Oct.
Chairman Jerry Reich reported that
we took in $1520 for our efforts.  Our

brother Albert Zadow passed away
this past Saturday after a brief ill-
ness. May he rest in the merciful
arms of God.  Please keep Al and his
family in your prayers.

St. Ann Council #3977 – We are
happy to report that we are starting
to feel settled in at our new parish,
Holy Spirit, in Maryland Heights.  We
have already added a new Knight to
our roster, Joe Deckard, from Holy
Spirit! We are excited to have new
opportunities for growth and fresh
ideas!   Council # 3977 sold $300.00
worth of Tootsie Rolls for the Tootsie
Roll Drive. This was in spite of the
Covid-19 restrictions and we were
only able to sell at one location.
During the sale, one of our Knights
helped a homeless man with cere-
bral palsy. He paid for him to have a
room at a local Drury Inn for the night
and bought him a meal. His wife
bought the man some clothes from
the St. Vincent de Paul store where
we were selling Tootsie Rolls. This
is just one example of our commit-
ment to the Leave No Neighbor Be-
hind program.

We also donated five coats that
were left over from Coats for Kids
last year to the Holy Spirit Parish
program HandS, which helps the
needy in our community.  We will be
having our first in person meeting
since March on November 4th.  We
will practice social distancing and be
wearing masks.  We are all excited
about getting back together!.

Msgr. Sprenke Council #12676
– The Sprenke Knights participated
in the Persons with Developmental
Disabilities Drive, held a blood drive
in mid-September at St. Ann Parish
in Normandy, and are planning for

Knights in District #38 Lend A Helping Hand
For Special Needs Homeless Man

another blood drive in December.
As the Coronavirus restrictions con-
tinue in St. Louis County and in the
St. Louis Archdiocese, Bob Maixner
from our Council has been support-
ing our Council Chaplain, Fr. Nick
Winker, by serving Masses at St.
Ann Parish that are being streamed
online by Fr. Nick over Facebook
and YouTube. We put together a
voters guide for St. Ann parishioners
for the November 2020 General Elec-
tion, and are participating in a Reli-
gious Appreciation event with the
Bp. Wurm Council in our District.

Our Lady of the Presentation
Council #13270 – Our Lady of the
Presentation Council 13270 had a
very successful October Food Drive.
We collected over 750 pounds of
food for the Ritenour Co-Care Food
Pantry in Overland Missouri.

This is a significant increase over
our average of 450 pounds. Our
appreciation goes out to the very
generous parishioners of Our Lady
of the Presentation Parish. We also
procured and distributed two cases
of Coats for Kids through Ritenour
Co-Care.

At our next Council Meeting on
October 28, we will present a $500
check to our newly adopted semi-
narian, Ryan Box, from Kenrick
Seminary in St Louis. Our next event
is our Blood Drive to be conducted
by Mississippi Valley Regional Blood
Center on Sunday, November 8th at
Our Lady of the Presentation Parish.

This November we will be re-
membering our brother Knights who
have died. The Christmas Season
will soon be upon us and we are
reviewing our plans on how to cel-
ebrate this year.

Laquey R-V School Celebrates 10 Year
Association With Missouri Knights

Pictured above are: Mr. Steve Hoffman (Deputy Grand Knight-
Knights of Columbus), Trista Hance (Laquey Special Olympic Volun-
teer Coordinator), Kyle Tallant (Laquey Special Olympic Volunteer
Coordinator), Makayla Roberts (Laquey Special Olympics Athlete),
Seirrah Husted (Laquey Special Olympics Athlete), Mrs. Nicole Hanson
(High School Principal), and Mr. Adam Sadowski (Chairman of the
Developmental Disorders Drive, Former District Deputy, Past Grand
Knight-Knights of Columbus)

Thank you so much for your valued partnership and generosity in
allowing Laquey’s Special Olympics Program to reach out and benefit
so many of our local youth!

By:  Vic Klaus, DD
Aaron Stuppy G.K. #1037/Ste

Genevieve - Council 1037 raised
$2,576.50 for the DDD Drive, which
is up from recent years.

Pat Sutterer G.K. #1263/
Perryville - Council 1263 has been
working hard to continue its mission
to serve its parish and community in
these challenging times.  In the last
several weeks, the Council has
hosted fundraising events for the
parish Educational Foundation and
the Parent Teachers organization.

In addition, the council opened its
facilities to support a community wide
blood drive and the annual “tootsie
roll drive” which helps those people
with intellectual disabilities.

One last note we need to
mention…..thank you to Brother
Knight Jason Cissell, Craig Brewer

45 IS ALIVE & KEEPING BUSY
and the crew who recently held a
“chili contest” to see who in the area
has the “best recipe.” Congrats to all
the participants who participated this
year. The proceeds from the Chili
Cookoff went to local veterans and
the Missouri National Vietnam Me-
morial located in Perryville.

If you need a place to go for a
“Sunday drive”, try making the trip to
beautiful Perry County, visiting the
Missouri National Vietnam Memo-
rial or the National Shrine of the
Miraculous Medal.

Ryan Allgier G.K. #1321 - The
Fredericktown Council will continue
to do the best we can as of now.  We
are growing with a few new mem-
bers this year which is always good.
We also had one of the best years
yet on our 3D Drive.  We are coming
up with a plan for the spring to get

District #18
Reports

By Ron Schwintek, DD
Council #6365 - They are doing

Bingo in their hall. Did a Blood Drive,
Coats for Kids and planning a drive
through Fish Fry.

Council #7133 - Council did well
on Tootsie Roll Drive. They also
cooked B.B.Q. Chicken dinners for
parish drive through. Will try car show
next year.

Gave money to 2 scholarships, to
food pantry, Special Olympics.

Council #9273 - Congrats to you
all on your Star Council Award. Great
Job on Tootsie Roll Drive, and 3 new
members plus 3 transfers. Keep up
the good work Brothers.

Council #10381 - They raised
money from Lake Ozark Shoot Out,
sold food at air show, working on
Buddy Packs, Coats for Kids, noth-
ing to slow them down.

things back on track.
Scott Bauman G.K. #1321 -

Bloomsdale Council 1321 has sev-
eral weddings yet this fall.  We are
working on updating our kitchen ex-
haust system, walk in cooler and
other maintenance issues.

St. Agnes Parish is continuing to
have their Queen of Hearts every
Tuesday.

Steve Winschel G. K. #1293 -
Biehle/Apple Creek Council 12934
is continuing our 5th Sunday Rosary
program.  We will install crosses for
the unborn in January. Our brother
Knights donated 100 hours of labor
for our church pavilion.

We had to cancel one of our
major fundraisers, the Breakfast with
Santa, this fall.

Hopefully we will be back with full
strength next year.

Santa Maria Council 2619 was recently honored for reaching the Gold
Medal Special Olympics goal in donations for 2019/2020. Left to right
Mark Loeffler, Dennis Collins Deputy Grand Knight, Kevin O’Sullivan
Grand Knight, Tom Saranita Financial Secretary. Thank you Santa
Maria for all your hardwork in achieving this honor!

Santa Maria #2619 Receives
Recognition For Reaching Gold

Missouri’s Knights of Columbus have been in partnership with Missouri
Special Olympics for over 30 years. Knights of Columbus, St. Robert
Charter have been working directly with Laquey R-V School District’s
Special Olympics Organization for over 10 years. 15,000+ athletes across
Missouri are able to discover new strengths, abilities, skills, and success
through the power of sports in Special Olympics. The Campaign for People
with Intellectual Disabilities, better known as the local Tootsie Roll Drive,
take up donations to raise money for this great program. The money raised
by donations go towards contributions within local communities. Steve
Hoffman and Adam Sadowski were pleased to be able to hand Laquey
Special Olympics a check for over $550!

After many years, the Missouri Knights of Columbus has our
own museum. The State Council archive is located at Father
Helias Council #1054 in Jefferson City. Over the last few years,
many items dealing with the Missouri State Council have been
collected in this amazing historical archive of more than a century
of Knights’ history in Missouri. Councils are welcomed to consult
with the historian to determine if any materials they might want to
donate are of a statewide historical nature worthy of being
retained in the State Archive.

So if you are looking for a day trip, located a short drive to
Jefferson City. Please consider contacting Brother Knight Tony
Dohmen to see if you can arrange a time to visit the rich history of
your Missouri Knights of Columbus organization

HISTORIAN TONY DOHMEN,
(573) 635-1898, HISTORIAN@MOKOFC.ORG

Looking For A Day Trip?
Visit Knights of Columbus State Museum
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Indian Creek, Missouri – The St.
Stephen Knights of Columbus Council
1971 in Indian Creek was recently
awarded the distinction of Star Council,
the international organization’s top honor
for local Councils.

The Star Council Award recognizes
overall excellence in the areas of grow-
ing membership, promoting Knights of
Columbus insurance benefits, sponsor-
ing Catholic faith formation programs
and volunteering time through service-
oriented activities.

During fraternal year 2019-2020,
the Indian Creek Council hosted and
participated in many new programs. The
new programs included two Spiritual
Reflection retreats, RSVP (seminarian
support), Consecration to the Holy Fam-
ily, Good Friday liturgy service promo-
tion, Keep Christ in Christmas poster contest, State Essay contest, Global Wheelchair Mission, Coats for Kids,
Novena for Life, March for Life, and Mass for People with Special Needs & Illness. These were just the new
programs, in addition to many other programs that the Council has been participating in for years such as Adopt-
a-Highway, Roses for Life, monthly Rosary Prayer Service, and the Tootsie Roll Drive supporting those
developmentally disabled and the Special Olympics.

Council 1971 donated several thousand dollars to worthy local, state, national, and international causes
during the past fraternal year. One of the largest beneficiaries of the Council is Holy Rosary School in Monroe City,
Missouri. The Council would like to thank all who have contributed to the Council’s efforts, especially by purchasing
raffle tickets during past football raffles, the Council’s largest fundraiser over the last several years.

The Council enjoyed great membership growth during the past fraternal year by gaining eight new members
and five new insurance holding members. This amounted to 200% of annual goals.

Past Grand Knight Darin Underhill would like to thank all members of the Council, all fundraising contributors,
and our Chaplain Fr. Greg Oligschlaeger for helping make the 2019-2020 fraternal year such a success.

Underhill invites all Catholic men who are not already Knights to consider joining their local Councils in
supporting their parish, clergy, local, state, national, and international causes.

About the Knights of Columbus - The Knights of Columbus is one of the world’s leading fraternal and
service organizations with 2 million members in more than 16,000 parish-based Councils.  During the past year,
Knights around the world donated more than 77 million service hours and $187 million for worthy causes in their
communities. The organization also provides financial services to groups and individuals, resulting in more than
$112 billion of life insurance in force, and through its money management firm, Knights of Columbus Asset
Advisors, it invests in accord with Catholic social teachings. From helping children in need, to providing wheel-
chairs for the disabled, to helping stock food banks, to offering top-rated and affordable insurance products to its
members, the Knights of Columbus has supported families and communities for more than 138 years.

Membership in the Knights of Columbus is open to men 18 years of age or older who are practical (that is,
practicing) Catholics in union with the Holy See.  For information on joining the Knights of Columbus contact current
Grand Knight Ed Born at 573-735-1047 or Past Grand Knight Darin Underhill at 573-603-4264.

Photo Above Left to Right, Past Grand Knight Darin Underhill receiving the Double Star Council
Award plaque from District Deputy Andy Thomeczek on 10/1/2020. Photo by Fr. Greg Oligschlaeger.

Indian Creek/St. Stephen Knights of Columbus #1971
Receives Star Council Top International Award

District 41 Councils Are
Slowly Coming Back Online

Council #6018 Chaplain, Father Charles Ferrara, pastor of St. David
Church in Arnold, proudly wore his Knights of Columbus chasuble
this last weekend (November 1) after Father McGivney was raised to
the title “Blessed” in Hartford, Conn. Father explained to his congre-
gation the meaning of this event for the church and particularly  the
Knights of Columbus.

By: Stephen McMullen, DD
 The “China virus” situation had all of us shut down completely for a few

months. The Councils affected most are those who do not have have their
own halls, and meet at an archdiocesan parish. The archdiocese has some-
what stringent and restrictive rules on use of the facilities, at the discretion
of the pastor.

DeSmet Council 742 -  located at St. Matthias, and led by new Grand
Knight Dave Morton and new Financial Secretary Dave Kussin, meets in the
General Purpose Room to allow for distancing. The Ladies Auxiliary led by
Sue Morton, decided to meet in the General Purpose room after 10:30 mass
on Sunday. This has proven to be a great idea, as the last meeting saw 25
of the ladies in attendance. Unfortunately, they had to forgo their annual
fashion show in November.

St. Francis of Assisi Council 5359 - led by Grand Knight Mike Archer
and FS Tom Wegmann, meets on the second Tuesday at 7:30 in their
Council hall. They plan on going ahead with their traditional bonfire in
December.

Pope John XXIII Council 6018/Arnold -  led by new Grand Knight Rich
Tourville and FS Neil McBride, has met at their regular meeting times since
April.  As of August, the regular First Friday fish fries have been held, with
carry outs only, and business has picked up this month.

Contact
Chairman Bill Lee, Jr.

(Cell) 816-316-6122
foodforfamilies@mokofc.org

Greetings From Michael West District 26
All of the councils have been very

active.  All Councils participated in
the annual Developmental Disability
Drive.

1270 – Martinsburg - Council
1270 sponsored a chicken dinner on
September 11. We sponsored a Hal-
loween party for about 100 guests.
The Council supported the parish
Octoberfest. The event went very
smoothly.  A Memorial Mass for de-
ceased members was held on No-
vember 10.  A breakfast is planned
for December 13.  Planning is un-
derway for our annual dinner and
auction to be held in early February.

2044 – Montgomery City - Coun-
cil 2044 sponsored a Coats for Kids
drive.  10 bags of coats were deliv-
ered to 4 schools and youth organi-
zations in the community.

Food is being collected for the
2020 No Hunger Holiday for Thanks-
giving.  Our annual Christmas Party
will be held on December 11. We are
preparing for our annual Sausage
Dinner on January 24. As always,

we would like to thank our Ladies
Auxiliary as without their support
and help we wouldn’t be as success-
ful as we are.

3760 – Mexico - Monthly fish
fries were on September 11 and
October 9. Upcoming fish fries will
be on November 13 and December
11.  The Council will continue to hold
monthly fish fries the second Friday
of every month, until May of 2021.
Other events included Fall Highway
clean-up day and participated in St.
Brendan School Trunk or Treat. A
blood drive is planned. Developmen-
tal Disability Drive turnaround funds
will be given to Children’s Therapy
and Early Education School.

4454 – Fulton - Council 4454
held a drive through fish fry.  We also
planned a Memorial Mass for de-
ceased members of the Council and
the Ladies Auxiliary.  This has been
postponed until early 2021 due to
COVID restrictions and concerns.
We are preparing for our annual
Lenten fish fries.

The Ladies Auxiliary completed
their annual cookie dough fundraiser.
We sponsored a food drive at
Thanksgiving with food collected
going to SERVE.  Our annual Lasa-
gna Dinner has been canceled due
to COVID.

7841 – Centralia - Council 7841
held a dinner with proceeds benefit-
ing the Developmental Disability
Drive. We donated 2 boxes of coats,
1 female and 1 male to the Coats for
Kids program. We supported the
local trunk or treat on Halloween.
Our Christmas party has been can-
celed this year due to COVID con-
cerns.

We are preparing for our annual
shrimp fest to be held in late January
and early February.  We are also
planning three blood drives next year
in memory of a recently deceased
member.

Divine Mercy Assembly 3599 –
Fulton – The assembly held a
chicken dinner fundraiser for Mid-
Missouri Honor Flight.

Council #8920   L-R Mathew
Campbell, Wayne Kuethe,
Dennis Greves, Rickie
Ratcliff, Ron Lee (Grand
Knight ) Jim Bathe, Mike
Bopp, Mike Retkowski, Paul
Zacher, Charles Coster.
Council receives Silver
Plaque for 2nd most funds
given to SOMO in 2020.

Cuba Council #8920 Reaches Goal

Queen of All Saints Council 10136/Oakville, led by new Grand Knight
Mike Madras and FS Bruce Bange,  has conducted limited meetings in the
church hall. Tapped and Uncorked had to be cancelled this year. A Blood
Drive was held the first Sunday of October and was successful.

St. Margaret Mary Council 14719 - led by new Grand Knight Brian
Keller and FS Mike Kelly, returned to regular meetings in September.
September’s meeting was in the pavilion on the ball fields, but very
favorable weather made it a pleasant experience.

Council 14719 has taken in some transfers, one of which (“Augie”) came
to us from New Jersey, and he is a Coast Guard veteran and retired member
of the FDNY. He recounted that he was one of the people actually up in one
of the towers on 9/11.

At the end of the meeting, one of the regular members, Frank Aufmuth,
Jr., a teacher in the Affton School District, gave an account of the rosaries
being held at the statue of St. Louis in Forest Park.

These prayer sessions were held in response to religious statues being
vandalized and removed, and started in June when St. Louis was the site
of several violent riots.

At first there were only a few people and by August 25, Feast of St. Louis,
the crowd had swollen to well over 500 members, who made the pilgrimage
from St. Luke Church in Richmond Heights. Since then, there have been no
violent outbreaks in St. Louis; it is like we have been spared the violence
other cities still continue to experience.

The upshot of the testimony is that the rosary is a powerful weapon we
can use to storm heaven for intentions.

We are all confirmed Catholic . . we have been invested with the courage
to wage battle on behalf of the church. Especially as Knights we should be
prepared to defend and uphold the One True Church to which we belong.
It was, to say the least, a powerful witness to our mission as Knights.
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Special Olympics Missouri (SOMO) offers athletes with
intellectual disabilities the complete package: sports, health,
fitness, and education. In addition, The Training for Life
Campus offers job skills and leadership opportunities.
Derek Sandbothe and Michael Mohrmann, the first em-
ployees of Special Olympics Missouri welcome you as you
enter the Campus in Jefferson City.

I am Derek Sandbothe, Athlete Leadership Assistant
and Campus Host and I have been involved with Special
Olympics Missouri for 19 years. I grew up in Wardsville and
graduated from Blair Oaks High School in 2000. In 2001,
my first year involved with SOMO, I started playing basket-
ball. Through the years, I have been able to compete in
additional sports: softball, bocce, volleyball, track & field,
flag football and bowling. Softball being my favorite! In
2006, I was honored and privileged to participate in the first
ever USA games in Ames, Iowa.

I have continued to be involved in sports through the years, and now I am an employee and work for Special
Olympics Missouri as a Campus Host and Athlete Leadership Assistant. As a graduate of the Athlete Leadership
Program (ALPs), offered through Special Olympics Missouri, I took several communication courses that help me
with my job and have allowed me to share my story with businesses and organizations in the community.  With
my Communications degree, I now teach my fellow athletes Global Messenger II at ALPs University and it has been
very rewarding. Special Olympics is everything to me and without it, I honestly do not know where I would be in
life.  SOMO has helped me gain confidence in myself and has definitely given me a chance to step outside my
comfort zone to try new and exciting things.  My dreams are being fulfilled in my role as an employee of Special
Olympics Missouri.

I want to take this opportunity to say thank you to the Knights of Columbus for your involvement with Special
Olympics Missouri as Statewide Partners and for believing in our mission.  Knights of Columbus has truly gone
above and beyond to show greatness and shows us what teamwork is all about.

I am Michael Mohrmann, 22 years old and live in Jonesburg, MO.  I attended Warrenton High School and
graduated in 2017. I have been involved with Special Olympics Missouri for 14 years playing a variety of sports:
softball, flag football, golf, and volleyball.  My favorite sport is flag football.

Through my involvement with Special Olympics, I have had the opportunity to meet other athletes, coaches,
volunteers and SOMO staff from different areas in Missouri. It has allowed me to travel to places that I have never
been before to compete in our State Games.

Working for SOMO as a Campus Host, I have started to learn the behind the scenes of how SOMO operates
and get to know the staff better. Some of my job duties consist of answering the phone, opening the door for guests,
giving tours, opening the mail, and scanning important papers into our system.  I also help make sure the campus
stays clean.  I feel like I am helping many athletes in Special Olympics Missouri.

Thank you to the Knights of Columbus for all your help and we appreciate all that you do.

Hello Knights of Columbus!  As I write this from my desk located in the Training for Life Campus, I reflect on
how grateful we are at Special Olympics Missouri for our Partnership with the Knights of
Columbus. I have the privilege of walking through the doors of the campus daily, knowing
that so many believed in our mission and provided support to make our dream possible.
Thank you!

I am Carol Griffin, Health-Partnership Manger and have been on the SOMO team for five
years. I oversee the Healthy Athletes program, providing free health screenings for SOMO
athletes, finding medical referrals for follow up care and seeking partnerships for the health
programs and State Games. The screenings are offered at state and area games, events
and in the health wing of our Training for Life Campus. Your State Outdoor Partnership
provides support for the games and helps to make this happen.

The Central Missouri area has been home, growing up in Wardsville attending St.
Stanislaus Parish and School and then Helias High School in Jefferson City. I am familiar with the Knights of
Columbus, as my Father Ken Otke has been a member for 66 years!  He first, was a member of the Jefferson City
Council 1054 and then joined the Wardsville-Osage Bend Council 8399 once it was established. My husband and
I live in the Wardsville area and our daughter lives and teaches in Spain.  So traveling is of great importance!

I invite you to visit and tour the campus when in Jefferson City.  I give many tours, and one of the highlights is
the Knights of Columbus Multi-Media Center and the hallway acknowledging the Councils for your accomplish-
ments. I Iook forward to learning more about the Knights of Columbus, meeting new faces and sharing with you
the Training for Life Campus. I wish everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Please stay safe and
healthy!

SOMO – MISSOURI KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
PARTNERSHIP WELCOMES CAROL GRIFFIN

Tournament Dates: March 13-14, 2021
Locations: O’Fallon Bowl and Frontier Bowl

Three Separate Events
Singles, Doubles (Saturday at O’Fallon Bowl)

Team (Sunday at Frontier Bowl
Cost: $17 per event per member, $85 for 5 person team
Tournament open to ALL Knights of Columbus Members

and their immediate families. This includes wives,
adult children (including step-children), and in-laws.

No league or USBC membership required, open to ALL skill levels
For more information, contact Tournament Director Kevin Hudnut

at 636-978-3639, or visit us Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/mokofcbowling.

Lanes Sponsorships for your Council or other businesses are
available for only $100, with proceeds going to Special Olympics

and local charities!!

2021 Missouri
Knights of Columbus State

Bowling Tournament
Tournament hosted by
O’Fallon Council #2269

Knights of Columbus are called to step into the breach and leave no
neighbor behind – especially in this time of crisis. As the coronavirus
pandemic continues, our duty is to lead our families, protect our
parishes, and serve our communities, remembering always that where
there’s a need, there’s a Knight. Supreme Knight Carl A. Anderson has
challenged Knights to take this moment as an opportunity to “deepen
our commitment to the very principles which define us: charity, unity
and fraternity.” Knights of Columbus Order wide are encouraged to
serve and sacrifice for those around us. Many, including in our own
Councils and parishes, are isolated and alone in quarantine. Food
banks, blood centers, and other essential services have been de-
pleted of their vital supplies. There are many people who require  help.
Please visit https://www.kofc.org/en/news-room/leave-no-neighbor-
behind/index.html

Special thanks to Council #1111 in Cape Girardeau for “heading
up” the annual Coats for Kids Drive in District 46. DD#46 Tony
Jansen would like to note, Four of the Councils in #46 participated
along with the Ladies Auxiliary to make this years Coats for Kids
Drive a success during the pandemic. Thank you to all who
participated.

DD #46 Anthony Jansen Notes
Annual Coats For Kids Drive
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Merry Christmas
To You And Yours

 From The State Officers,
Directors &

District Deputies of
 Missouri Knights of

Columbus

Keep Christ In Christmas

Mark Wells representing Knights on Bikes recently delivered Teddy
Bears. Riders keep up the great work! The Knights of Columbus
#13908 assisted the Missouri Knights on Bikes in donating Teddy
Bears throughout the State of Missouri for children who are in
hospitals during the holiday season! With the help from State Coun-
cils/Assemblies/Ladies Auxiliaries, they raised over $6,000 to pur-
chase Teddy Bears for the children!!!

PSD Mick Gilliam during Mid-Year meeting ban-
quet: Many of you know in my career for a brief time I
was a football coach, an assistant football coach. I
taught high school for three years and coached football.
High school athletics at it’s best teaches an awful lot of
good lessons to the kids. Now high school football at it’s
worse, can do a good job of teaching bad lessons.

One lesson that I think is real important for us and
that is why I am going to take a few minutes to say, you
know when a kid takes a “lick” on the field. If possible you say to the kid “walk
it off”. It is not said in jest. Because a kid that can get up and walk it off, before
long he will be jogging a little bit, then he will be running full speed again.

We (Knights) have come through a tough time but we have got to “walk
it off”. And the time is going to come when somebody, maybe Bishop Rice,
maybe our new Archbishop in St. Louis will say “Knights of Columbus, it’s
time to walk it off”. We have got to get back with it. So when that time comes
and it will be here, probably sometime in 2021, we got to walk it off. As an
organization, we have got to start running again!

Knights On Bikes Donate Teddy Bears

Editors note: Due to spacing limitations in the Mariner, these comments
spoken - zoomed to all at the Mo KofC Mid year meeting is a shorten review.

Supreme Representative John Applebaum during Mid-Year meeting
banquet: I would like to say to our honoree, Imm. Past
State Deputy Bob Hawkins, it’s been a great journey
and a great friendship. Congratulations on your ac-
complishments over the last two years. To our State
Deputy Mike Grudzinski and his wife Michelle who
hopefully are still listening to us via zoom, hang in
there.

This has been a very trying year and I’m sure it
has been extremely difficult for him to be his first year
as State Deputy. I can’t imagine, having to bear the
weight of this job and not get a lot of the benefits that come with it. So he
has made a lot of sacrifices. But he has preserved and worked hard and I
know he will continue to. Just know Mike, better days are ahead.

I don’t think it’s a secret that this covid pandemic has affected everyone
of us. Some of us more than others. It has affected our world obviously. To
where it would be easy to give into the darkness and despair. That many
want to see us succumb to.

I know  many people are asking where is God? In the middle of all of
this. And as people of faith, we know the answer to that. God is everywhere.
God is everywhere in this pandemic. The little things that have happened
over the last eight months. Perhaps it is the neighbor you have had to check
in on, who is shut in and you haven’t been able to talk to.

Or perhaps you have had table dinners again, instead of running to 15
soccer games. Perhaps you were able to read a lot more scripture and get
more prayer into your life. Those are the little things, where God has been
through this pandemic. Yes it has been challenging but as people of faith
we need to know that we can overcome these challenges.

(At this time Supreme Representative Appelbaum spoke of the Michael
Schachle miracle story-please see the Fr. McGivney miracle). This is part
of our culture, our organization. So I would say to you look for the miracle
in our world. Be the miracle in our world. Yes we live in challenging times.
But throughout our history of our order. The Knights of Columbus has
stepped up to the moment and I know as sure as I am standing here, that
we will step to the moment now.

The Knights of Columbus are in a unique opportunity and have a
special responsibility to our church. Our Councils must be involved at every
level of our parish, to be visible members of our church. To be faithful
members of our church, to show others what we are. So we evangelize, it’s
what we are called to do, evangelize for our church.

So let that be our commitment today and moving forward, that we will
step to the moment. We will look for the miracle, we will be the miracle. We
learn and strengthen our faith and we will show others by our example in the
glory of God.

     Bishop Edward Rice during Mid-Year meeting banquet: There is never
going to be a perfect opportunity to live the faith and everything is going to
come up roses. That reality does not exist. We learn that from history.
     Once we get this vaccine, once everyone has been vaccinated. What is
the next thing that we are going to come across? Something is going to come
across, something is going to come across because that is how life is. This
side of heaven, correct?  It is only when we get to heaven that we don’t have
to worry about it. Then we will be praying for those that are still here.
     So Mick, PSD Mick Gilliam said earlier, walk it off. That is a good way to
say it. For us we need to figure out how to move forward. And the answer
is you move forward through faith. That is what we Catholics do and that’s
why Catholics should be people of hope. Because we always have the
answer….the answer is Jesus Christ. And to that I say Vivat Jesus!

Honor Guard in formation During Pledge of Allegiance.

Top: Archbishop Rice delivers
sermon during Mid-Year meeting
mass. Bottom: Imm. PSD Bob
Hawkins receives his Honorary
State Deputy Ring from PSD Mick
Gilliam.

With hopefully the current Covid 19 pandemic of 2020 ending soon. State Deputy
Mike Grudzinski has has named Sir Knight Edward (Ed) Columbus to fill the vacant
Religious Appreciation/Pilgrimages Chairman. As we pray the pandemic will soon come
to a close and we can get back to “normal”. We welcome Chairman Ed Columbus to his
appointment.

Please look forward to the scheduling of a 2021 pilgrimage in your region. Informa-
tion will soon be released.

As a commitment to their local school St. Francis Xavier #6430
presented 66 laptop computers for St.  Francis Xavier Parish School
in Taos.  Allan Hueste, Immediate Past Grand Knight, Jordon Tobar,
principal of St. Francis Xavier Catholic School in Taos MO.

#6430 TAOS PRESENTS COMPUTERS

State Deputy Mike Grudzinki Announces
Ed Columbus Religious Appreciation/Pilgrimage Chairman

Edward Columbus (Council 4962) – Wife Juanita
4807 Appleton Avenue ~ Kansas City, MO 64133

816-810-2446     edcolumbus@aol.com

District Deputies and Chariman hard at work during Mid-Year meeting Sunday morning session
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