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     I hope that all of you had a good Christ-
mas and that your New Year is starting off
well! As we begin the second half of the
fraternal year, we must use the joy of
Christ’s birth to move us forward. You
have likely recently heard or read many
great words explaining why we must let
the coming of Christ animate our lives.

Something I have always enjoyed in those regards comes from the
words of Pope St. Leo the Great. In a Christmas sermon, he told his
congregation in the fifth century that “Sadness should have no place on
the birthday of life. The fear of death has been swallowed up; life brings
us joy with the promise of eternal happiness.” Let us go forth in our
efforts as Knights of Columbus, not with sadness, but with joy!
Certainly, things can be difficult these days, as it was during Pope Leo’s
days as the Roman Empire disintegrated. But we as Knights of
Columbus leaders must remain optimistic and guide our councils.
There are plenty of things we can do in our own parishes and commu-
nities and reach out to potential members. If you need it, ask your DD,
state chairmen and directors for help.

While less grandiose perhaps, it is also imperative to get the
upcoming paperwork submitted to Supreme. At the end of January, the
Annual Survey of Fraternal Activity is due (1728). It is a requirement
for Star Council, and it is what Supreme uses to calculate the service
hour/donation totals (which also helps keep our not-for-profit status).
Additionally, in the past we have asked you to fill out a Special
Olympics Partnership Form. That form has been retired by Supreme.
But you can now use Form 10784 from Supreme for that, and to report
all your other Faith in Action programs. Otherwise, also be thinking
about your council audits, which are due on February 15th.

Vivat Jesus!

    Happy New Year to Everyone!  For those that were able to attend the Mid-
Year DD meeting in St. Louis I hope you came away with new ideas and a
renewed sense of enthusiasm for the second half of the fraternal year.  2021
is behind us and now let’s work on the fresh start for the remainder of the
fraternal year!  In December I asked every council to compare your council
rosters with the church directory and send all non-member families a Christ-
mas Card with an invitation to join the Knights.  Now is the time to follow up
on that invitation.  Set the date for your degree and make a personal phone call
to each of these families inviting them to join the Knights and particularly your

Councils.  Document the responses and give this information to your recruitment team for future follow ups.
We have to personally keep inviting/asking men and their families to join the Knights.  It is the most

effective way to get them to join.  Our future as an order relies on these new members and their families.
Make sure that you are prepared for that conversation.  Supreme has developed what they call an “Elevator
Speech for Recruiting” card that you can order using form 11141.  It is estimated that you only have about
30 seconds to make your pitch when asked what the Knights do.  If you are completely at a loss when asked
what they Knights do, use your own personal reason for being a Knight.  They will connect more with a
personal message from you as opposed to a canned response.

We are sitting at 32% of our Circle of Honor goal of 1330 with 425 new members. We must start
scheduling degrees and recruiting to those degrees along with getting the online members converted to
council memberships.  Our goal of reaching Circle of Honor this year is within reach but we must act now
and not wait another couple of months.  If each District brings in 3 new members a month for the next six
months, we will beat our goal.  We can do this, but it will take all of us working on membership in order
to make this happen.  Waiting for somebody else to ask a man and his family to join the Knights or waiting
for somebody else to go ahead and schedule a degree is not going to help.  We have to be inviting new
members and holding degrees in order to reach our goal.  Make sure that you are taking advantage of the
virtual and on demand degrees.  They were created in order to make it easier for councils to conduct their
degrees without having to wait weeks or months to attend a live degree.Congratulations to the following
councils for winning the Chasuble/Stole incentive for highest percentage of quota met July-November in
each Diocese.  Richmond Heights #17355 - 300%; Springfield #11182 - 225%; Liberty #6780 – 223.08%
and Kirksville #17660 winning the drawing of a three-way tie with Ft. Leonard Wood #13901 and Macon
#3769 all three being at 100%.

As a quick start incentive, any Council that has not gained a new member yet for the fraternal year will
get and entry for each member they bring in during the month of January for a drawing of $500.  We will
also be giving $200 to the council in each diocese that has the highest percentage of quota met during the
first quarter of 2022.  In February, each Council that brings in at least 7 new members in the month of
February will receive a check for $100 and each Council that brings 3-6 new members will receive $50.  Plus,
we still have the delegate to the Supreme Convention for the highest recruiter that runs through March 2022.

I ask that you continue to place ads and announcements in your local parish bulletins inviting families
to join the Knights of Columbus.  Now is the time to be planning your next membership drive inviting the
entire parish to join.  The same thing goes for benefits night being scheduled with the help of your Insurance
Field Agents inviting the public to attend.  The important thing is to do something!  As always, please
remember to Celebrate Everything!

STATE FAITH DIRECTOR  JOHN “ROCKY” GAMBON
Welcome to a new year and with that comes the New Year’s Resolu-

tion.  For quite a while my wife and I made and tried to keep the typical
resolutions, exercise more, eat less, and get in shape.  Almost every resolution
resulted in disappointment.  However, in the last few years, instead of focusing
on our waistline, we have focused on our faith.  A few years back, my wife
attended one weekday mass per week and did so for the entire year.  I tried to
be more involved with the altar servers for whom I worked with.  Such goals
were more inviting and ultimately more satisfying and I’m proud to say more
successful. Unfortunately, Covid has thrown everything into disarray making
recent resolutions more challenging.

But what an approach!  Might you and your Council do the same for the coming year? Make it a New
Year’s resolution to take part in one of the Faith programs that you haven’t taken part in before. How about
asking your priest if your council can put together a Holy Hour of Eucharistic Adoration so that your Council
and the church can have time for deep spiritual reflection?  You can make it a Lenten event if you like. Or
how about organizing a Rosary prior to a particular mass on one Sunday a month?  Invite your Knights, their
families, and the entire parish to attend. All it takes is about 20 minutes to do.

How about purchasing a Building the Domestic Church kiosk for your parish?  The kiosk contains faith-
based literature that’s free to anyone who would like one. For $150, the council receives a display case plus
225 various booklets aimed at helping Catholics live out the Church’s vision for our families.

Maybe you can hold a Religious Appreciation event for the priests, sisters, deacons, and any other in the
community. Make it a potluck event or you can invite your religious to a local restaurant or diner for a casual
dinner. I’ve seen some councils include a game or two to add to the evening such as ask a Priest a question
where everyone writes a question on a piece of paper and your priest can pick which questions to answer.
You might learn something about your religious that you never knew.

Finally, if you haven’t before, you and your Council can make an effort to make a donation to the
Religious Information Bureau (R.I.B.) or the Missouri Vocational Religious Fund (MRVF).  Almost every
Knight in the state should have received a letter from Eric Bruns, our R.I.B. chairman and every council
should have received a letter from me regarding the MRVF.  Making a donation is easy and helpful.
Remember, R.I.B. funds are distributed to each of the four dioceses to help them spread God’s message
while MRVF funds are given to each diocese to help in their efforts to get young men to consider a religious
vocation.There are more things that can make 2022 a year of spiritual growth for you and your council.  If
none of this sounds appealing, by all means come up with one of your own.  Make 2022 the year that your
council really shows its colors, and you just might pick up a new member or two in the process.  God Bless

Degree Schedule
January 2022 -
February 2022

Wednesday, January 5, 2022
6:00 PM Jefferson City

Cathedral of St. Joseph Council #12992
Monday, January 10, 2022

Affton – Council #3586
Tuesday, January 11, 2022

6:30 PM St Clement – Bowling Green
St Clement Council #1928

Wednesday, January 12, 2022
7:00 PM Clinton – Holy Rosary Cafeteria

Holy Rosary Council #1896
Wednesday, January 12 , 2022

Bolivar – Council #8931
January 18, 2022

Webster Groves – Council #2119
Tuesday, January 25, 2022
Springfield – Council #9533
Tuesday, February 8, 2022
Dardenne – Council #2273

Tuesday, February 8, 2022
Springfield – Council #698

Wednesday, February 9, 2022
5:30 PM Warsaw

 KC Hall Wildcat Drive
Jay Harris Council #8620

Friday, February 11, 2022
Jefferson City – Council #1054
Monday, February 14, 2022

Affton – Council #3586
Sunday, February 19, 2022
New Melle – Council #11656
Tuesday, February 22, 2022

7:00 PM Silex
 Millwood/Silex Council #2009
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  Happy New Year!  I hope that everyone
had a Merry Christmas with their families.
The new year brings us the challenge to
keep our programs strong even through the
winter months.  The first opportunity is our
very popular annual Free Throw Competi-
tion.  Council competitions are open to kids
who are between 9 and 14 years old, as of

January 1, and should be held in January.  Just a reminder, winners at
all levels cannot receive cash awards without jeopardizing their ama-
teur status and high school eligibility. District Deputies can order
medals from Supplies Online and should have their District-level
contests in the first two weeks of February, and regional contests will
be held the last two weeks, with the state final in early March.  We’re
interested not only in the winners but in the number of kids we have
participating, so Councils and DDs are asked to please use the Free
Throw Participation Report Form, #FT-1, to share the success of their
programs.

Hopefully your Council made a successful contribution to the
annual Coats for Kids drive, where Councils statewide purchased more
than 200 cases of coats from Knightline. Much like basketball, we’re
interested not really in the number of coats bought or dollars contrib-
uted, but in the number of coats distributed to kids who need one.
Please anticipate a communication asking you about your results.
Meanwhile, if you have a few extra dollars for coats, consider contact-
ing a retailer near you to see if you can buy coats after the winter season
at a discount. We have found Walmarts and similar businesses recep-
tive to partnership offers in different places.

The winning grade level essays in our State Essay Contest, under the
topic “Who is Your Neighbor?,” are due on January 31.  There is still
time to collect essays, pick winners, and submit the best essays from
your Council.

In March and April, Councils are asked to participate in the
American Wheelchair Mission by having a church drive, requesting a
second collection in support of the drive, or making a donation in
support of the drive. Each wheelchair is $150.  Already this year, 26
wheelchairs have been distributed by the State Council to people all
over Missouri who needed one.  Example wheelchairs are available for
any Council that would want one for display during their drive.  We
have a sufficient number of wheelchairs in hand for our own use for
some time, but our goal is to raise enough for a trailer of 110
wheelchairs to provide somewhere in the United States where they are
needed the most.

   Bev and I had a great time visiting with
DDs and Chairman this last weekend in St.
Louis. The information on membership I
hope jump starts the DDs and renews their
energy to push out the information they
received to the councils as we get back to
normal.
Missouri State Council Scholarships! Due

by February 20th!
The Missouri State Council awards a total of eleven (11) scholar-

ships each year. Each scholarship has an annual award of $1500,
payable in installments of $750 per semester. The scholarships are
designated in the following categories:

Four (4) LUKE E. HART MEMORIAL Scholarships. The recipi-
ents MUST attend one of the branches of the University of Missouri -
Columbia, St. Louis, Rolla, or Kansas City. If fewer than four qualified
applicants apply, then these scholarships may be awarded as specified
for Missouri State Scholarships.

Three (3) MISSOURI STATE Scholarships. The recipients may
attend any accredited University or College within the state of Mis-
souri other than those mentioned in the Luke E Hart scholarship
program.

Three (3) VOCATION Scholarships. The recipients may attend any
accredited seminary or college of their choice to study for a vocation
to the religious life. If no applications are received from applicants
desiring to study for a vocation to the priesthood or to serve in a
religious community, then these scholarships may be awarded to other
applicants with preference given to those attending Catholic institu-
tions.

One (1) Tech School Scholarship. The recipient may attend any
accredited Tech School or Community College as long as they are a
part of a Technical Program within that community college.  Associ-
ates of Arts and other General Education degrees do not qualify for the
Technical Education scholarship.  (Normally a two-year program).

ELIGIBILITY: To be eligible for the Hart, Missouri State, or Tech
School scholarships, A member of the Knights of Columbus; OR The
son, daughter, or wife of a member of the Knights of Columbus; OR
The son, daughter, or non-remarried wife of a deceased member of the
Knights of Columbus; OR a member of a Ladies Auxiliary of a
Missouri Knights Council OR A Squire or Columbus Girl in good
standing, attested to by the Chief Counselor and GK; OR A minor child
whose LEGAL GUARDIAN is a member of the Knights of Columbus.

APPLICATION DEADLINE Completed applications using only
the 2021-2022 application form, and required certification forms must
be postmarked no later than FEBRUARY 20, 2022 in order to be
considered. Applications will be available on the MOKOFC web page
at www.MOKOFC.ORG. If you have questions contact Tom Gray at
scholarships@mokofc.org.

Knights on bikes. Bob Hall would like to thank everyone for their
generous donations for the Teddy Bear Drive. The grand total of
monetary donations came to $10,778, which purchased 1263 Teddy
Bears for children in hospitals during the holiday season!!!

  Auxiliary Members,
     Amy and I would like to wish

you all a Very Merry Christmas, and a Very Happy, Blessed New Year.
It was great to get to catch up with many of you at the Winter Meeting
in St. Louis. It was nice to meet in person and get to spend time together
again.

Remember the prizes for the Membership Contest. This will be
based on the highest percentage increase in membership. First place
will be a $200 donation to Meet Life in the Auxiliary’s Name. Second
place will be $175 donation in the Auxiliary’s Name to Special
Olympics. Third place will be a $150 donation in the Auxiliary’s name
to the RIB.  We hope everyone is motivated by these prizes and are out
being active in membership. We can only grow the Ladies Auxiliary by
increasing membership. This will also allow us to help many more and
give new and fresh ideas.

• Auxiliary Reports: End of Year Ladies Auxiliary Report, Due.
Newsletter Award submittal, Lady of the Year submittal, all Due in
March.We would like to highlight an award especially for the K of
CCouncils, Ladies Auxiliaries here in Missouri. This would be
theOutstanding Ladies Auxiliary/Assembly Award, fraternal year 2021-
2022. Please see below the award guidelines for the Lady Auxiliaries.

Missouri State Council Ladies Auxiliaries/Assemblies
“Helping Knights, Help Others”

• Hot Pink Sheet mailed/postmark by June 1, 2022• RSVP and
attend a Ladies Auxiliary Area Meeting

• Participate in the Missouri Religious Information Bureau
(R.I.B.)State Program (Minimum $35 donation)

• Participate in two Pro-Life Activities
• Participate in the Drive for Persons with Developmental

Disabilities
• Participate in the Missouri Religious Vocations Fund

(MRVF),(100% participation, $0.50 per member)
• Plus, two activities in each of the following five categories:
• Church • Community • Auxiliary • Family • Youth
These activities are to be submitted on the End-of-the-YearReport

due to the State Auxiliary Chairpersons by March 15, 2022.Ladies
there are no additional submittals needed for the LadiesAuxiliary of the
Year Award once the End-of-the-Year Report hasbeen submitted.

Amy and I hope this finds you and your family health and happy.God
Bless you all!

STATE LADIES
AUXILIARY

CHAIRCOUPLE
RON & AMY MATHIAS

STATE LIFE DIRECTOR
BRIAN ZIEGLER

“Defending Life with JOY”

Happy New Year Brother
Knights!

It’s hard to believe a New Year
is upon us. I hope this past year
was a healthy and safe one.

With a New Year brings new
hope, new chances to help and
new struggles.

Here on the LIFE team our first
chance for help and hope is the
Roses for Life and March for Life.
We hope that all councils are tak-
ing part in the Roses for Life to
send a loud and clear message on
our stance against abortion. If for
some reason your council isn’t par-
ticipating this year please start
planning for next year’s event. The
March for LIFE is also this month
We all cannot attend the event in
Washington but we all can PRAY
for the success of the event and the
safety of those traveling and
marching.

As Knights we can also help
support these travelers by spon-
soring some that cannot afford it.
And for those of us brothers that
cannot go we can host events at
our hall or at our parish. Let’s start
a new trend where every parish
and council has their own smaller
version of the March for Life.
Again we as Catholic men need to
make a statement and show where
we stand on this issue. If we don’t
speak up for the unborn then who
will?

Roses For Life Weekend
January 8-9, 2022

FR.  MICHAEL J. MCGIVNEY GUILD
Please Pray for a Second Miracle

toward Sainthood

For more information contact
Chairman Ed Cirar
guild@mokofc.org

February 11-12, 2022
St. Rose of Lima #1185 DeSoto, MO

Contact Person: Bob Roth (636) 586-2404

MISSOURI STATE KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT

Missouri Knights

Continue to

Support Life

Pray

Three

Hail

Marys

To

End

Abortion


